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LETTER X. 




ASPASIQ TO THERON, 

BEAR TliEKON, 

I TTrANK you for your letter, b<^cause it enter¬ 
tains and improves me. I thank you for your postscript, 
because it is my encouragement and my apology.—I am 
set down to write, with a copious stock of materials. It 
will be far more difficult to contract, than to enlarge. I 
tnust therefore acknowledge myself obliged to your candour, 
for assigning me the easier task.—That prolixity, which, in 
others, might be ungenteel and faulty j is, in me, an act of 
complaisance, and an instance of duty. 

Though absent from you, 1 went with you in your late 
ramble. Your descriptive pen has made me partaker of the 
ideal delight: may divine grace enable me to share in ffie spi¬ 
ritual imfH'cvement !—For indeed the fields of nature, and 
the scenes of creation; the wise contrivance, and benefi¬ 
cial order of the universe; yield ample matter for religious 
improvement. Tiicy tell us a thousand and a thousand 
animated, affiecting noble things, concerning the blessed 
UOD, and his glorious perfections. Yet they cannot tell 
us the noblest things. They uinuot give us the grandest 
view of the divine MAJESTY, nor present us with the 
brightest display of his excellencies. ITere the whole crea¬ 
tion ffiiiltcrs, or rather confesses its impotency. The depth 
saith, k is not in me; and the sea saith, it is not with me. 
it is not to be found on the globe of the earth, nor to be 
traced ia the qbcuit of the jikics. When you displayed the 
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beauties ol tlie morn, breaking fortli from the obscurity of 
night; ^vhcn you adopted that line sjhrited aspiration from 
our philosipliic poet; 1 could not forbear adding—“ thus 
may the gracious GOD, who commandeth, the light to 
shine out ol tlic midnight darkness, shine into our hearts^ 
“ and give tliat incomparably grorious knowledge, the 
‘‘ know^iedge ot his blessed SKLF! which though dicerna- 
*• ble though all the tracts ot creation, and derivable from 
“ every work of his almighty hand; yet no where beams 
“ form with luch complete and such amiable lustre, as in 
“ the person of JESrS CMEIST^.”—]fcre we behold 
all t!ie sublime perfections of the DEri'Y, not only mani- 
icsted in inimitable splendour, but ojicrating for our own ad* 
vantage. Wc behold them, as Job sj)caks, tor ourselves f ; 
and cannot but receive inexpressible refrcshnv'nt and joy 
from the view. 

When you walked beneath the shade of tl'<ose huge, hor¬ 
rid and enormous clitTs; both amused and alarmed at their 
stupendous magnitude, and trighltul irregularity—Whei> 
vou cast vour eye upon the smooth floating expanse, which 
suread itself with boundless and amazing magnitude be- 
—when you surveyed the immeasurable arches of tlie^ 
.skv, bending to their migl]ty base all around, and raised fo 
inconceivable heights above—when you mediuxted, in that 
awiul solitude, on the wildest and most iiiagnificent apjiear- 
aiices ot nature—I felt the same kind ol devout astonish¬ 
ment with your.^ell. ^Vhile the sou! was wrapt in pensive 
stilness, and pleasing dread f, incthouglit, I heard a voice, 
<»r something like a voice, from the silent s})heres, as wellas 
/rom the sounding seas. It seemed to eelm loack, what the 
angel, whom John saw flying in the midst of lieaven, onco 
proclaimed, “ worship HIM, who made heaven and earth 
and tiie sea, and the fountains of water §. Worship him 
who stretched out that azure pavilion ivitli such surpa^. 
^ sing grandeur; who measured yonder world ot waters^ 
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in the hollow of his hand; and before whom, (his im- 
‘‘ mense range of mountainous clitTs, is hut as dust upon 
‘‘ his scale." 


AVhen you described the dismal situation of a wretcli, 
exposed on the edges of the tremendous precipice ; hang¬ 
ing over the ragged rocks, and the unfathomable gult ; and 
cleaving only to a slender, treachcrevus, breaking bough ; 
how heartily did I join in your adoring acknowledgments 
to that kind, interposing, blessed hand, which rescued us 
from an infinite!v more threatening and dreadful danger! 
Rescued us, as slaves, from the dominion of tlic devil; 


snatched us, as brands, from tiic incxtingiiishable burnings. 
And bid us (() marvelous, superabundant goodne.->s!) bid 
ns posses.'. t!;e llberry of righteousness j bid us inherit the 
kingdom of iK'Tven. 

Wlicii you m'-ntion the jjast indolence, and the present 
fervour ot your prayer^,. I could not forbear reiterating my 
praises to CJOl) on your behalf. This is a proof, my dear 
idieron, that your feet arc in the way everlasting. For it 
is written, “ they shall come with weeping, and wdth sup- 
“ plications will 1 lead them^’k This is the wairk of the 
HOLY (illOS'I', moving and influencing your heart. For 
what saith ihc scripture r “ I will pour upon them the spi- 
^ rit of grace and of supplication f". ^Vnd our LORI> 
himself mentions this, as the indication of a hopeful con¬ 
dition ; behold! he prayeth.'];.—Had not Saul prayed be¬ 
fore ! Yes, and made long prayers too. But he never, till 
that instant, was sensible of his undone and damnable con¬ 
dition. ISever ciied to (iOD from the depths of his dis¬ 


tress, or from the depths of his heart. Nor never solicited 
the throne of grace, in the all prevailing name of jFSUS 
CIIRIS'I'.—liis prayers, till then, were somewhat like the 
motes, which fluctuate in the air, without any vigc>rous im¬ 


pulse, or any certain aim. But in that hour, they weic 
like the arrow, which spiings from the strained bow j and,, 
quick as lightning, Hies to the mark. 



^ AsyASio to tllEROK. 


I was pleased to find you, in llie process of your letter, 
insensibly forgetting the narrative ; and so engaged by the 
subject, that you spoke not as the relatcr, but as the behol¬ 
der, Thus may we always be aflTected, when we study the 
oracles of truth. Study them, not as cold unconcerned cri¬ 
tics, who aie only to judge ot their meaning; but as per¬ 
sons deeply interested in all they contain. Who are parti¬ 
cularly addressed in every exhortation, and directed by 
every precept. Whose are the promises, and to whom be- 
Jong the precious privileges.—When we are enabled thus 
to realize aj'propriatc the contents ot liiat invaluable book ; 
then we shall taste the sweetness, and teel the power o( the 
scriptures, d'hen we shall know, by happv exiperience, 
that our divme JSiASTER’s woids, are not baieiy sounds 
and syllables, but they are spirit, and they are life *. 

I was still more agreable eiUeitained, with your picture 
of commerce 3 and your display of the advantages, which 
we receive from navlgatic.'n. One advantage, however, I 
ran sjjecify, wlilch is greater than any, greater titan all, you 
have celebrated. An advanta-o*, wWich will endear and 
ennoble navigation, so long as the sun and moon endure. 
The gospel, iny triend, the gospel of our saivaiion, was con¬ 
veyed tlirougii this channel. Without suolt a vehicle, how 
could tiiat incslimahle copanttdily have reached our island; 
'Die volume that Comprizes it, and the preacher that pub¬ 
lished it, both were imported, both brought to U3 by shijr- 
ping. And may we not say, with enraptured Isaiah ? hozv 
beautiful arc the Jr<f of tiie?n, that briu^i; i;ood tidiness 
that jmbUshpeace i tt^aida'lng^ood lidizo^s <)fgoodi that, pub¬ 
lish saivaiion i that say unto ^ioii, thy HOD reigneth f, It 
is pleasant to hear their voice ; pleasant to contemplate 
llieir message ; and pleasant even to beliold, the ground on 
which they trod, or the very waves over which they sailed.; 

'—This made the holy prophet rejoice in spirit, when he 
tore saw the e^itensive spread of Ills MASTER’S glory, and 


“* jtihii vi. Gji 

^ iiai. ill. ;. Never (lid l’( Ipeik *ii ctirspturfd foul, more fignifirantly 

lii.w ihu ijicini ^•volsl!)^ln)H, V I'e piopbtt .ill uniiir'i and all jfly. He is lo cDamoiir- 
ed w iih fair. !u; jeU, -fcd io (.dj a.atcd wult Uie «f the gospel , tjjat he c<iu never hf 
oiifi i.’Xi.vilciitici, 
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the certain commencement of our Inpi>]ness. nut into 
his mouth that alT'ectionate and c(>n;;:utulalory address; 
which in a particulai manner, is mdiieri iK~.an(l our country¬ 
men : sing unto the LOIW a nciu and his praise/wm 
the ends (f the earth: ije that go doun to the sra, and aft that 
iSherrill ; ye isles and the inhahitants thereof. Jet the 
tv tide mess and the cities thereof ht't np their voiir ; / ■ the 
inhabitants of the roch sing , tet them shout from the (ujt of 
the mountains. Let them giveglorp unto the LOlii' and 
declare his praise m the Islands 

We read, in Iszekie), of tiK‘ most magnificent fieet, tliat 
ever ploughed the seas. The ship-boards were of the fir- 
trees ol Soiiir, and the masts of the cedurs f ot Lebanon. 
Oars v\ere liewed from tlie oaks of liashan, and bciieiics of 
ivory were brought fronithe Lies of Cnittim. Tlie fine li¬ 
nen and broidered work rjf Egypt, Boated to the wind, and 
formed the hails. Whjl,c blue and purple from the Isles of 
Etlshahy coin])Ohed die rigging, and cloathcd the mairiners. 
J.el 11- su|)pose, tliat tlie ifeight of this splendid navy, was 
proportioned, in dignity and value, to its simiptoouh tack¬ 
ling. W: how poor, how' desjticablc wete either, were 
both, if esumated with the treasures of the gohjiel; these 
divine treasures, wliich spring frotii the iinpulati. i of our 
KLDLLMKRb righteousness! And whicli havf much tlie 


same kindl) induence on religious practice, as navigation, 
with all iier improvements, has upon tralhc.—(iivc Mie 
■leave to confirm this assertion, by s' Iccting aiew instances, 


and applying them in a few interrogatories. 

One of the benefits, proceeding from the imputation of 
CHRISl'-s righteousness, is pardon. Pardon, noi partial, 
but complete. A pardon of each sin, be it ever so heni/mt^ 
a pardon of all sins, be they ever so numeiVms. I'or thus 
saith GOD the LORD, who sent both his prophets and 
• apostles, preaching peace by “ JESUS CHJ^JSlh I will 
parden all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, 


Tt 


5 


ASPASIO TO THfcRON. 


“ and whereby they have transgressed against me*”—To 
learn the desirable nature of this blessing, let us step back 
into the annals of history, and attend a traitorous unhappy 
nobleman to vindictive exitv Ilis body is demanded by 
the ministers of justice. Reluctant and trembling, he is 
conducted to the scaffold. There, the alarmed criminal 
secs tlie mourning block. Sees tlie glittering ax. Sees the 
coffin prepared for his corps. Sees thousands of spectators; 
waiting, with eager looks and throbbing hearts, and fear¬ 
ful catistruphe. In a word ; he sees death advancing, 
with all the solemnities of horror and wne.—I'lme elapses. 
'I'lie preparatory ceremonies are dispatched. I'he fatal pe¬ 
riod IS arrived. No longer respite can be allowed lie 
must submit to immediate execution. He prostrates him¬ 
self to receive the stroke. But—seized with new tenors, 
at the poised ax, aj>d approaclnng blow, he starts from the 
dangerous posture.—Again he bc’nds, and ag.iin snatches 
his neck from tlie impending edge.—A third time, he lifts 
his pale countenance, to the pitying crowds, and departing 
light.—'Once more he bows to the block, and once more 
raises his head, in wishful orpeifafion of the royal clemency. 
At this critical instant; at this moment of awful suspence; 
had a messenger appeared, with a shout of joy upon liis 
tonguf*, and a sealed pardon in his hand j O • how trans- 
poi ting the news I welcome, inrr/)? csstblij weh ome the favour! 
What was denied to his passionate desires; denied to tlie 
importunate solicitations of his friends; is freely offered to 
in the gospel of CIIUIST: a pardon of infinitely higher 
consequence ; which obliterates millions and millions of 
rebellious act*'; which extends its blessed effect^, not mere¬ 
ly through the llltle span of life, but beyond the gates of 
tjie giave—beyond the boundaries of time—through all the 
agC^. of eternity. 

How unfathomable is that immense Hood, on wl ich The-. 
ron lately exercised his contemplation ! Tlie toiling plum¬ 
mets, with all thcir^lenglB of cordage, are unable to find a 
bottom. Were tbe bitiSkt mdistoocf, or the highest towers. 
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or the most spacious cities, cast into that prodigious gulf 
they would be totally overwhelmed, and irrecoverably lost 
Therefore the inspired prophet, to shew the boundless ex 
tent of the divine mercies in JESUS CHRIST, and to de¬ 
note the fulnes of their pardon who are cleansed in the 
KEDEElVlER’s blood, hath illustrated both bv this grand 
similitude, “ thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 

the sea**’--not one, or a few, but all their sins—not 
barely behind thy back, but into the sea—and not into tht; 
shallow parts, but into the very depths, of the ocean—-so 
that they shall never lise up in judgment; never be taken 
notice of; no, nor ever be remembered any more. 

With an act of total indemnity, let us join a thorough 
restoration to favour—If the wrath of an earthly king be 
as the roaiing of a lion j ; how much more tremendous is 
his indignation, who is able to cast both body and soul in¬ 
to hell ’ If the favour of an earthly sovereign be as dew 
upon tlie grass; how n^uch more desirable and delightful 
HIS loving-kindness, whom all things in heaven and earrn 
obey !—By the righteousness of JESUS CHRIS F, we aie 
freed from all foreboding apprehensions of the lornier, and 
established in the comfortable possession ot the latter. — 
The gospel renews and ratifies that joyful proclamation ot 
the angelic host, peace on earth, and good-will to men ' 1 . 
GOD is not only pacified towards believers, but well-pleas¬ 
ed with them in his dear SON. Weil pleased, susthe 
prophet, for his righteousness sake. Beheld in this spotless 
•robe, they are the objects of his complacential delight, and 
he rejoices over them to do them good. 

Nay, they are maile children, sous and daughters, of the 
LORD Almighty j|. And if sons, then heirs; heirs of 
OOD, and joint heirs with CHRIST .§—A> many as re¬ 
ceived him, to justify them by his precious blood and im¬ 
puted righteousness; to them gave he power, the preroga¬ 
tive or privilege, to become the sons of GOD As verily 


* Mlc. •vu, 19, 


I 2 Cor. vi. iB. 


t Provi xiT. n. 
^ RSm. vai, i?. 


^ Inke n. 14. 
** Jokn I. ^a. 
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and tnily the sons of GOD, as ever they were the children 
of their natural parents,—The chief captain mentioned in 
the acts, purchased his freedom of the imperial city Rome, 
with a sp-eat sum of money *. If such a little transient 
immunity, was so valuable in his esteem; who can express 
the worth, w^ho can conceive the dignity, of this divine 
adoption ? yet it belongs to those, who receive the gospel, 
and are interested in CHRIST. They have access to the 
omnipotent BEtNG ; such free and welcome access, as a 
beloved child to an indulgent father. To him they may fiy 
for aid, in every difficulty; and from him obtain a supply, 
in all their wants. 

GOD, as the sacred charter runs, is their GOD. All 
his lovely, all his adorable perfections, arc their glorious in¬ 
heritance, and their exceeding great reward. 'I hat eter¬ 
nal power, to wdiicli nothing is impossible, exerts itscll as 
their guard; and that unerring wisdom, from which no¬ 
thing is concealed, acts as their guide. His very justice is 
no longer an incensed adversary, demanding vciigeance or 
meditating destruction; but a faithful gaurantcc, to pro¬ 
vide for the punctual execution of the REDEEMER’S 
treaty, and for their complete enjoyments ot its various 
blessings.—What a privilege is this! Rather what a cluster 
of privileges is here 1 weigh the kingdoms ot the world; 
cast ail the glories of them into the scale; and they will be 
found, when compared with these divine prerogatives, 
emptier than the bubble that bursts, lighter than the spark 
that expires. 

Jn the gospel, which is the ministration of righteousness, 
are given exceeding great and precious promises. Of such 
value, that they were procured by the blood of CHRIST; 
of such certainty, that they are ratified by the oath f of JE- 
liQVAH. So durable, that, though all flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof as the flower of the grass, thii 
V fid ui uur GOD abideth for ever J; so efficacious, that 
tikTc: no such cordials to revive our fainting, and no 

such bulvvarks to secure our iadangered soul^. With thesd 
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the bible is as richly replenished, as the clear midnight sky 
is bespangled with stars. They are all yea and amen, con¬ 
signed over as a sure unalienable portion, to them that are 
in JESUS CHRIST*. 

Another benefit, given in consequence of the RE¬ 
DEEMER’S righteousness^ is the sanctifying SPIRIT. A 
most comprehensive blessing this! Our SAVIOUR inti¬ 
mates, that it includes every heavenly gift, is an assemblage 
of all good things t*—It must, doubtless, be a singular 
comfort to blind BaVtimeus, when his eyes were opened, 
and he beheld the all-chearing light of the sun J I So, and 
tar more comfortable, are the enlightening influences of the 
SPIRIT; when they shine upon us wTetched creatures, 
wdio sir in darkness and the shadow of death. When they 
reveal an all-sufiicient SAVIOUR, dying tor our sins, and 
rising again tor our justification.—Who can imagine the 
satisfaction and the transport of the leper, when he felt 
himself healed of his .inveterate disease? felt the sooth¬ 
ing sensations of ease, where sores rankled and pain raged! 
instead of enfeebling languors and loathsome deformity, 
vigour braces his limbs, and comeliness blooms in hU 
countcr^nceih Equally benign and equally salubrious, 15 
tlie regenerating agency of the divine SPIRIT, on our de-^ 
praved, ])olluted, sensual minds,—How signal was the re¬ 
covery, and how welcome the change! What that unhap¬ 
py creature, so wildly agitated by a mischievous Daemon/ 
was reinstated in the peaceful possession of himself and his 
' faculties! When, instead of unnaturally cutting his own 
flesh, or committing barbarous outrages on innocent travel¬ 
ers, he sat composed and attentive at the feet of JESUS §; 
Receiving heavenly instruction from his lips, and learning 
the meekness of wisdom from his example. So salutary 
and beneficial is the transforming powder of the HOLY 
GHOST the comforter; softening the rugged, sweetening 
the morose, and calming the passionate temper.—It is un- 


• * Cot, i. + COmpart Matt. vii. with Luke.xi, 13. | Mark r. 5a 


I Mitt. viU> 3 • 


^ Mark r. i£. 
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doubteclly t!ie utmost imv^rovement and the highest happi¬ 
ness of our nature, to have the image of the blessed (iOD 
re-instampod on our hearts. This is an earnest, and an an¬ 
ticipation also, of endless felicity. A bud which will open 
in heaven, and spread into immortal glory. A dawn, 
which will shine more and more, till the sun of righteous¬ 
ness arises and brightens it into everlasting day. This bud 
the sauctitying SPIRIT ingrafts, this dawn the grace of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST diffuses, in the barren and be¬ 
nighted soul. 

In a word : receive this righteousness, and you have a 
title to all blessings, whether they be present or future, 
bodily spiritual, temporal or eternal. From the necessary 
convcnicncies of bread to cat, and raiment to put on ; even 
to the crown of glory, and the tulncss of joy. All arc de¬ 
pendent on, all are connected with, our redeemer’s 
righteousness.'—You see now, Thcmn, that our scheme, has 
no tendency to impoverish your spiritual condition, or di¬ 
minish your true riches; any more than those tracts of wa¬ 
ter, which surround our island, are detrimental to the 
wealth of its inhabitants. Detrimental! No ; they are an 
inexhaustible source of treasure. They convey to our iise 
the choicest accommodations, and the most elegant de¬ 
lights. Such as would in vain be expected, if the whole 
ocean w’as converted into the finest meads, and most fer¬ 
tile pastures. So—but to apply this comparison, would 
forestal your principal question. 

Do not these favours, though unspeakably precious in' 
themselves, tend to the introduction or support of ungod- 
lincssr”—Quite the reverse. Have we redemption 
through our SATIOUR’s blood, even the forgiveness of 
our sins: wc are redeemed, not that we may sink in su¬ 
pineness, or launch into licentiousness, but that we may be 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works*.—Arc we made 
the children of GOD? then let our light so shine before 
men, that others seeing our good works, may glorify out" 



Father which is in heaven This is the genuine con¬ 
sequence of such a doctrine, and the proper effect of such 
a benefit.—Are wc vested with sacred privileges! These 
admonish us, tliese urge us, and these dispose us, to walk 
worthy of HIM, who hath called us to his kingdom and 
glory f. Shall not the citizens ol heaven be animated with 
higher views, titan the slaves ot appetite, and drudges of 
the wmrld ?—arc we constituted heirs of the promises ? the 
grace which they ascertain, is intended to make us partak¬ 
ers of a divine nature J ; and the encouragement winch they 
administer, incites us to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 


of flesh and spirit, incites us to perfect holincSsS in the fear 
of CODl|.—Such lilgh immunities arc a most endearing 
persuasive, not to disgrace, but magnify, not to provoke, 
but [>loase, their unspeakably bcneficicnt AUTHOR. 

1 might fartlier observe, that holiness is one of the most 
distinguished blessings in our system. Nay, is the very 
central blessing, to which all the others verge ; in which 
thev all terminate.—Were we chosen from eternity ? it was 
for this purpose, that we may be holy and unblaraeablc in 
love §.—Arc we called in time ? it is to this intent, that we 
may shew forth the praises of lilm, who hath called us out 


of darkness into his marvelous light —Are wc created 
again in CHRIST JESUS it ia to capacitate usforac- 
cejitable service, and to furnish us unto every good work||j|. 

1 will put my spirit within you, saith the LORD. For 
, “ what end ^ that ye may walk in my statutes, and keep 
“ my judgments, and do them Here comes in myThe- 
ren’s favourite, sincere obedience. And (jOD forbid. 


that w'e should hold the door, or shut our arms, against so 
acceptable a gucat!—For, very far from discarding sincere 
obedience, wc would only introduce it, under its duo cha¬ 
racter, and in iis jiroper order, Utider its due character, as 
the fruit, not the cause of our interest in CMRlST’s righte- 


• Matt. V. i6. + I Thcff. ii, la. | a Pet. i. 4. 

j| t Ctor, vii. 1. ^ Eph. 1,4. f i Pet. ii. g 

nil Eph, ii. 10. 


Ezek. xxxvi. ?7, 



u 


AJPASlO TO THEROK^ 


ousntss. It its proper order ^ as following, not preceding, 
thrift of justification. 

^ese privileges, my dear friend, are salutary, as the 
pool of Bethesda They are restorative, as the waters of 
Siloamf. Or like that sacred stream flowing from the 
sanctuary; which healed the rivers, healed the sea, and 
made even the desart flourish J.—If justification by the 
righteousness of CHRIST had a tendency, to subvert the 
foundation of holiness j to confirm the hypocritical profes¬ 
sor, in his neglect of moral duties; or discourage the sin¬ 
cere convert from the pursuit of real virtue; it would, 
doubtless, be unworthy ot any acceptation, or rather wor¬ 
thy of universal abhorrence. But 1 dare appeal, not only 
to the nature of the doctrine, and the reason of things, but 
to the experience of all; yes, of all who have tasted, that 
the LORD is gracious |}.—“ speak, ye who arc enabled to 

believe, that GOD is reconciled; has received the all- 
** satisfying atonement; and placed his SOX’s rightcous- 
“ ness to your account! That he regards you as his chil- 
** dren, and will receive you to his glory !—Have you not, 
** under such convictions, felt your hearts exulting with 
" conscious joy; and every power of your souls springing 
** forward, to glorify your heavenly FATHER—glorify 
** him by every Instance of obedience, fidelity and 
j, zeal 

Can such invaluable benefits have a prejudicial influence 
on our practice, if, to the consideration ot their superlative, 
wroth, we add that unequalled price, by which they were 
purchased ?—HE who is high above all height, humbled 
himself to be made of a woman, and born in a stable j that 
we might be admitted into the family of GCyi, and exalt¬ 
ed to the mansions of heaven. And will this great humili¬ 
ation, which is the basis of our happiness, promp us to look 
down with contempt on others, or entertain arrogant 
thoughts of ourselves ? 

The ONLY BEGOTFEN and the supreme delight of 
the FA'FHER, was numbered with transgressors, and rank- 


* John V, y 


t John ix,7* 


i £A'k> xlviif 8, tff 


Q I Pett ii. 3^ 
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cd with felons; that we misjht be joined to the innumera* 
ble company of angels, and associated with saints in glory 
everlasting. And will any one make this a precedent or a 
plea, for “ walking in the counsel of the ungodly ; for 
“ standing in the way of sinners; or sitting in the scat ot 
the scornful * ? 

All manner of evil was spoken ot the faultless JESUS; 
his blessed name was villhed by blaspheming t')ngm>, and 
Ills unblameable conduct blackened with the foule^^t ovver- 
sions; on purpose that wc may be applauded, when we are 
judged, and eacli hear those transporting w-"!c.b, V/, i,e 
DOME Tn<nf CiOOD AKi) f’-Mini'T'L S!- R V A^’T f ! Wlil thls 
emhold-n ns to dishonor our and itain our indy 

profession r siiall v'c from ia !ice be iuduet'd to open the 
, mouths ot his enenn'es, and fafiiish them v»itli occasion to 
'speak reproac’diillv' ? 

HE went, galled with the lashes of the scourge, and pe¬ 
netrated v'ilh tl'e plangent thorns; he went, loaded with 
the execrable cr-ss j, andmah-ing the road with his preci¬ 
ous blood ; thus the king ot heaven went—to his throne ? 
no, but to his ignominious and tormenting exit: that we 
may enter into the celestial Sion, with songs ot triumph*on 
our lips, and with evef’nistiug i )V on (wr heads. 1) oes this 
invite us to go, crowned with rose-buds, to the house of 
riot ; or go, rmittled in disguise, to the midnig’et-revcl ? e. ill 
it not rather incline us, to sit down at his -piLre.cd r. >-t, aiul 
bathe them with our tears, and take deiighi ^ iii m .uudug 
for our crucified LORD? 

Behold I he hangs on the cursedi tree. There, lii^re lie 
hangs; rent with wounds, and racked with pain, lie 
pours his groans, and spills lbs blood, lie bows his head,, 

U u 


* rial. i. 1. a rUott. XXV. 21. 

J John xit. jy. 

t Ttic forrow, ariCinsf from fMch K'nilc’i . ■'1 views of ihc ciirjrst'.s.'a 

lh.it tvaiip,(.lical uoO.lv torrov.'', who!) woi'xt'i uiKnuiiice unto l.il riii.-u not to it n neui- 
«d of, li Cor, VII . to. Amt i,s ihete uol unloo-- v I'cn we e uiliio-i tl.e j ", ' l.i i !i the 
cuiie he boie, and the pitiod Iw IheU -• u there f.ot a’,)t.rit;..nt ttirui to (. v, t >i .ns.i < 
afllttlcd heio.^ 



IS 


AS^ASlrt TO THERON. 


his patient princely liead and dies.—astonishing, transport* 
ing consideration ! He dies for you ! he dies for me!—And 
will this liarden our hearts, will this arm our hands, to cru* 
city him afresh by any allowed iniquity ? Docs not reason 
suggest, and Christianity dictate, and all that is ingenuous 
enforce, the Apostle’s inference ? // one diedfo?' all, then 
they ichidi live, should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which diedJor them 

He thought upon us, long before the foundations of the 
world were laid ; he remembers us, now he is exalted to 
the right-hand of the MAJESTY in the heavens 3 and will 
never, never forget us, through all the revolutions of eterni¬ 
ty. And is this a motive to forget his name ; to disregard 
his word; or to imitate the .shameful neutrality and indiffer¬ 
ence oi Gallio ^ Impressed with a sense of this invariable 
and everlasting kindness, surely, wc shall declare ourselves, 
as those captives in Babylon, concerning their dear native 
city Jerusalem : If forget thee, O blessed J ESUS, let 
“ my right-hand forget her cunning ; if I do not remember 
'** thee, let my tongue cleave to th.c roof ot my mouth f”. 

. ----—--Remember thee ! 

Ay, my dear LORD, while luetuory holds a fcal 

t 

In this devoted hiead—rciuember thee ! 

Yes, fjom the table of my memoiy 
I’ll vi' pe away all tiivial fond records', 

Which youth and obLtvaiion copied there, 

And thy remembrance all alone fhall live 
Within the book and volume of my biain:f. 

Is it possible, Thcron, for the contemplation of such good¬ 
ness, to weaken the motives, or relax the springs of obedi¬ 
ence As soon as may lenient balms kill, and rankest poi¬ 
sons cure ? Is such a belief calculated to discourage duty, 
^nej patronize licentiousness ? Just much, as vernal 
showers are fitted to cleave the earth vvith chinks, or suiii- 


* « Cvr, V. ij, j6. 


t Psai. cxMavil, 5, 6. 
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mer suns to glaze the waters with ice.—When Antony 
made an oration to the soldiers, on occasion of Cesar's 
death ; when he shewed them their honorable master’s 
robe ; transfixed with so many daggers; when he reminded 
them of the victories they had won, under their assassiimted 
commander; when he farther imformed them, that their 
murdered General had remembered tliein in his will—had 


bequeathed all his ,fine gardens, and beautiful walks to their 
use and delight;—heavens ! how they too]*; lire ; revenge 
sparkled in their eyes; revenge flamed in their bosoi»s; 
revenge was all their cry. 'rhey flew to the houses oftheir 
conspirators; laid tliciii even with tiic ground ; ani had 
they met with the owners, would have tore them limb from 
limb.—Some sii< h resentment against sin, will a scn^c of 


our dear REDEEMER’S sufferings excite. Especially, 
when set borne by his blessed SPIRIT, and considered in 


connection with those detestaide iniquities, which caused 
them ; and with thoseTitvaluable blessings, which were pro* 
cured by them.--'Nothing, nothing is so effectual, to beget 
the most irreconcileable aldiorrence of all ungodliness; to 
make the remembrance of it, bitter as wormweaal; the 


temptations to it, hrrrrihle as hell. 

Let me remind you of an ineddont, related bv yoar favou¬ 
rite historian Xetw]>hou .—nan iaken L^ptue the 


young Prince of Aariirnia^ togeiner v. i:'' l-i: hraubdul and 
blooming Princess; whom In had Lite!; ^’r-rried, .^ric! of 
whom he was passionately fond. Vdiitu born brix'ght 
to the tribunal, Cyrus asked ihc Prince; what h-r ve-.uld 


give,to be reinstated in his kingdom ? iie ausu ered, with 
an air of indifference; “ that, us tor ir.M v.rvwvn, and fas own 


“ liberty, he valued them at a very low nte. Bin, it Cyrus 
“ would restore his beloved Princes', to in.r native dignity 
“ and hereditary possessions, he should infinitely rejoice ; 

and WQuld pay (this he uttered with tenderness and ar- 
'** dour) would willingly pay his life for tne purcifnse.”— 
Could such a declaration, so highly endearing, aiieoate the 
affections of the Princess, or induce her to vi t iate her fide¬ 


lity? let her owm conduct answet the query. ^tVl enall 
the prisoners were dismissed wulh freedom, it is i'anos^ibla 
to express, how much they w^ere charmed with their voya 
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bencfactor. Sor,ie cc^'hrated liis martini accomplishments. 
'Some ap]/iniideci his social virtues. All were prodigal of 
their prai.sc’s, nn.l lavislt in grateful acknowledgiTients, 
And you, said tliC Prince, (addressing himselt to his bride) 
what think you of Cyrus r— I did not obierve him, replied 
the Princess.—Not (jb.serve him ! upon what then was your 
attention fixed?—Upon that dear and generous man, who 
declared, “ he would pnrcliase mv liberty, at the expence 
“ of his very life —Was her heart iiupresscd, were ail 
her tlioughts ingrossed by benevolent offers ? and shall oins 
be less atfected wirh tive iiicom'Moablv mor * tu.derand en¬ 
dearing love of ClIRlS'i' -He v.'.!s art oidy veiiiing, but 
actuallv kud doven Idslih' tor ;i;.; :i iile ime.vmsely orecious, 
and o! hi::hc." dignity tiino 'di ! e ki.d down ins 

.(in'-, or IV 'it’iv CTiat'ires g-.r \ iie ear:!), 
rs— l^urrhasing tlicrebv ier us and our 
ot ii^Cbtimable veorth, eoid (d cv’erkist- 


not for amir.hie ji 


and nii.-.er;!Oie n 
children, Tiiff. eu 


ing dural'on. 


«C 


iC 


Wiil mu ‘■'ir/i ivU'^rLcnce, f>o inimerilteu, so uoequall'^d, 
win the n; el r. I '■‘.nit, and inch tire i;io>l obdurate 
heart? the .neart, v, Idich is not wrouglit no ci by tliis mira¬ 
cle of divine comp.'rs' lon, must be sleek must be adamant; 
quite iiniicretrabiv, mid absoiutclv incorngiirle.—“ Othou 
ever blessed, ti.ou ail-gracious REDEEMER, tlryloveto 
us is wonderful; p-assing, I will not say, the love of wo- 
man t, but the power ol language, and the reach of 
thought! Wild can hold out against such charming at- 
tractives ? wiio can resist such heavenly goodness ?—on- 
jy let a sense of ihv love be always warm, always ope- 
“ rative on our m in’s, 'i iiis slrall be iinste.id of a thou- 
** sand arguments to onga;;e, instead of ten thousand mo- 
tives to quicken our obedience.”—Ollier motives may 
produce some external services, or iiypocritical jierform- 
iinccs. Terrors may (-xlort the drudgery of the hand,— 
Pribes may purchase the adulation of the tongue. But this ' 
conc’kates the will; tins proselytes the affections ; thiscaf)- 
tivates the very soul j imd make ail its powers like the cha. 


* Xo.-or It. Lib. Zll. 


4 i Sam. i. aS. 
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riots of Amminadab ready, exnod.te, and active In diity. 
Ilear the holy apostle, givinj^ an account of liiniself and 
his spiritual state. He s;}eaks in language somewiiat simi¬ 
lar, though greatly superior, to the protession of the Arme¬ 
nian princess.—So great is tl:e glory, S'* rich -s the grace, 
“ so superabundant are the merits of niy KEHhe'MER, 
that I am detcrmiurd to ke-'W nothing but ’S.iHRISr 
“ Jl'iSUS and him c r-u. h e.! 1—A’: sa nc zealous 


“ winds an ; t 


aposdc; what piv.in,:)!:d le n to ieicih indcUligable dili¬ 
gence, and pijioyn., •.] ihn ",;ch invini i'ole i'’'''dTadc ? 
v.’hv clu; he (h. 'iwi- t ig M.'’ 'oerid no dan^'"; ; leyoice 
in triiv.iiati/)-!, a, ' ■ . ' ) ■' ;; ; \vr!e>me perieeu- 

tion, a .1 I'C'h ‘h i 'b v; “the lose of 

“ CdlRt 'f < ■,; i" - ; 'oe-!- i , :ni' on, with nnieh 

“ the same- s,i. i ... ■■ . - - 'i.:,.. ;r.'ucnce, uliiclj 

“ winds an ; t: ic cA v,, n w.t’t the vessel io its 

“ dioTined !i r'! • ur”. 

Sliall we :’a ar vkyal an-zd". r ipie, one of the most ad¬ 
vanced y,ro!i( i ,oe, hi (.ilviiv love, says upon I'lr subso t ? 
one w’lo leaine'* l,ih ' nwv. ledge, not in the school of plhlo- 
sophv, but on > \ V tUUR’s bosom. This is the love of 
GOI.), that vv(':o,v after his commandmeius |[. Thus is 
the natural fruit, l]ii> the certain evidence, fit Jove that 
glorious, transcciident, and adorably incn ilul BKfNG 
What? not that we supinely neglect, much less that vve 
profanely violate, his .sacred precepts j but tliat v. ’th assi¬ 
duity and delight, we make them the rule ot our c. > .v'uct. 
Charity edifielh ; this divine love, far from razing the 
foundations, far from ohmiofisliing the structure, buildeth up 
the fair fabric o ' universal g uliness. 

Let me borrow a. dlastoition from vour own letter. 
When a pebble i'l cast into tlu* smooth c.inai, it moves the 
center, and forms a ci'ck I 'e first cremes a second : 
the second breakes into .. they continue to multiply Sc 
expand themselves, till tlm whole surface is covered w iith cir- 


Cant. vi. |2. 


+ 1 Cor. ii. 2, :j; i Cor. xi’. tO 
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cular undulations. Thus, the love of an all-gracious RK- 
DERMB^R*, when shed abroad in the soul by the HOLY 
GHOST f, will diffuse itself through e-ery intellectual fa¬ 
culty, and extend to every species of duty. Till the whole 
heart is filled with the image, and the whole behaviour re¬ 
gulated by the law ot the blessed GOi).—So th^it I am per¬ 
suaded, there is a great deal of truth and solidity, as every 
one must acknowledge, there is a peculiar spirit and beau¬ 
ty, in the apostrophe of our poet; 

Tjlk they of morals! O r': t.’.ih odj:!,, /. ! 

Thou maker of ne.v' iiifira'': 'o in.<! k't cl. 

The grant! morality is los’c- of 7 i.h Is 


You mentioned the loadstone, ils mnsi 


rr « ” I ^' 


J ’' r'iHl 'Host 


extensively servi .eable in tiie ^ea-Lning bu" 'kss. Sj,'h is 
faith, so tfficacious, in practical chri 4 !arn:\. -'I'liis, per¬ 
haps, you think a scanty ami defective pnoripa!, 'The 
property of turning to the polar star, and pfSining our the 
northern j>art ot die world, may seem eepaaov mean andin- 
consideraide. Bur as the one is the very sou! of navigation, 
the other is the very life of holiness.—b is sutnewhat like 
the stone, which the Babylonian m jnaich saw in his dream, 
cut from the rock without hand. V/idch, thongh despi¬ 
cable to human appearance, wa. ''oght-' in operation ; de¬ 
stroyed the suoerb statue ; became a gre,.t mountain, tilled 
the whole earth. Thus will taitii .'x :r( its ki;v.i!\', yet tri¬ 
umphant energy; to every corruj-ti.io, trat It may be sub¬ 
dued; lo every virtue, that it ma) b 


• l cannot b(U ihln'i, till'ranfnnmg IS iTi.ich muif iuft, a!ul ;i,» nuiicip.i! rnurh mnrf 
efS^acioiiS, in Afpjfio’s in<Hiner o: lUung ili.' <itOir, ti'a.i in tin luilowjOf' i..«ous lines' 

.SeU iovJ* liut Icrv'c^ tlic vir:iU)ii<; rn'r.d to wsto, 

A.; tlie linali juMili ilirt. iltc pc.iri’tul l.'iP ; 

■J iiC (filter mov’d, a citric (trnirbt {iictretit!, 

Another and flill anuther Ij fi.'di, 

Frierd, parent, neighljour. firft it-wiH (mbrace. 

Hie country next, and next all !',•llllal) r-ici ; 

V'ide and moro wide th’ o'fpilowinp-s ol the mind 
'1 ttke evefy creature in of «\C) y 1. md. 

t Xlght-Thonghts, No IN'. 
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Fkitli is a real persuasion, founded on GOD’s word, and 
wrought by his SPIRIT, that the blessed JESUS has shed 
his blood for my sins; has fulfilled all righteousness in my 
jstead ; and obtained eternal redemption for me*, 

Wlicn the ALMIGHTY sunk the cavities of the ocean, 
and replenished them with the liquid element, he provided 
an inexhaustible source of moisture, for the refreshment of 
every animal, and the nutriment of every vegetable. In 
like manner, where-ever he works this true taith, he plants 
the seed of uni^e’”,.;! holiii ‘ss, and ])rovides for the propa-* 
gation oi everv viriue. Tiii,-. persuasion of the divine good¬ 
will, paeifie^ eon.-ieierK e, and the soul with admiration, 
graliuide and ju;, . Ibis discovery of our j)ardon and per- 
ject < in the b'ecised JESUS, overcomes out 

iiatutal ciiiiiitv, and excites a Servent desire to please our 
most ineiTilul TVlYlER. In short; this experience, and 
these views, of tlie almndant grace of GOD in CHRIST, 
attract and assimilate the soul ; turniag it into his amiable 
likeness f, “ as tlie wav i- inrned U) the imprinted seal.”— ■ 
Wliat will be tlie bnipiag.' o' >uch a person ? 

“ Did my exalted MASTER empty himself and become 
poor, that his most unworthy serv^ant might be filled 
“ with ^dl the fulness of GOD j ? and shall not I chearful- 
“ ly deny myself the ov pensive pleasures of the world, that 
“ I may have soniewh'! \ > bestow on his needy children? 
“ has the death of Cf hi IS V. as a j>iinishment, satisfied the 
most rigorous justice tor my s' is? as a price, has it ran- 
somed me tiom the ee‘ adiui damnation of hell ? as a sa- 
“ crifice, has U made my peace with GOD most high ? 
“ shall 1 not then, by these meredes of ray dying LORD, 
“ shall 1 not be induced to present all the members of my 
‘‘ body, and all the faculties of my soul, as a living sacri- 
“ ficc § to his honor?-—do I believe, that my SAVIOUR 


• TJn» ilcfinitfon of faitJi mii>^ jKfiri'oly, at the itUl v-i«w, <iif!ati,fy and aiarm even fotne 
pious people; implying, as thfy it.ciiL'hsj'd, too grcdt .i degree ol artoranee. But it ih«y 
pleale to take it iiihouucftiou, wos tJ;e t vplasiatum aiu! dcijuiliiieiit, delivered tii the fix'* 
' toouih dirioguc, I hope, all caul: ol diiappiuhatiou or lurpiile wdl famdi- 


1 i Cor iii ! 3 


IX A 


^ Rfyn 


< XII. i. 





*" has not only redeemed me trom the curse, but establish- 
** ed oiy title to all the blessings included in the promises, 

** and all the felicity laid up in heaven ? and can I neglect 
“ to seek those invaluable blessings, or fo'bear to aspire 
“ after this immense felicity ? can I bo so ungrateful as to 

affront, so insehsihie as to forget, the infinitely benencent 
“ AUTHOR of both ?—am I persuaded, that the 
“ Prince ot peace is entered into glory es my torcrun- 
^ ner and has prepared inansi ms of bliss h ir my final ro- 
“ ception? and shall 1 not foil ):v hi n io niv hopes 

“ and my affections? be as a | il^nm hei u', -:ui liave my 
“ conversation above ?—is not this i r s ■. e: .c;d eilev'- 
** tual method of gaining mv h.eni : h uo tlicn all 

“ my powers, to his blCsSsed shg :\n 1 s u led r, ; ie 

Such, my dcarThcron, uili be l!u* t ts ot leitli.— 
Therefore, it is not in vain, in ich les.’, i . . v h e >u’agc> 
ment of real virtue, that the scripture l.os s > oi.es^ upon 
faith: so frequently urges the iniDortanee a.sv! i.L've^',.ry of 
faith : represents faitli, as the ])n;’cipid woiu th - vlivinc 
SPIRIT, and the great iiislrunieut (jf sahatio •. iUmnse 
it is a sure, a sovereign mean.s of purityiog t'.ie iveart f, and 
never fails to work by love j;.—Was faith, as some j)co])Ie 
arc apt to imagine, like a candle put under a bushel, or like 
the lamps which burn in Sepulchres ; it would then be an 
insignificant labour to inculcate it, and no better than an 
empty flourish of words, to celebrate it, But we are infal¬ 
libly assured, that faith is a vital, an operative a victorious 
principle. 

CHRIST is a Store-house of all good. Whatever is ne¬ 
cessary to remove our guilt, whatever is expedient for re¬ 
newing our nature, whatever is proper to fit us fur the eter¬ 
nal fruition of GOD, all this is laid u[) in CHRIS’I'. And 
.all this is received by faith, for application, use, and enjoy¬ 
ment.-^Faith therefore is a living principle of holiness, be¬ 
cause it possesses CHRIST, and life in him.—It is likewise 
as impossible, for the sun to be in his meridian sphere, and 
not lo dilTuse light j as for this hiilh to be exercised on 
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CHRIST, not to ptifify the conscience and sanctify the 
teinper. 

When %accheus believed, he became a new man : hi« 
bovveis yearned with compassion t the rapacious publican 
was a friend tO the needy, and a father to the poor.—^ 
^Vhen the Maceddnians believed, how eminently waa 
their spirit ennobled, and their practice improved! Though 
pressed with afflictionj their souls overflowed with joy ; and 
even in the deepest poverty, they signalized themselves by 
the abundance of their liberality*.—When the first con¬ 
verts r.Ei.iEVED, the change in their behaviour was so re¬ 
markable, the holiness of their lives so exemplary; that 
they won the favour, and commanded the respect* of all the 
people -I-. —Ill short ; when faith take place, and CHRIST 
is applied, the wilderness buds, and the desart blossoms as 
a rose. Tlic lame man leaps like a hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb sings, .Old things are passed away, behold all 
things are become new. 

That my dear Theron may be established in faith, may 
increase in faith, may abound in faith, is the most afl'ectio- 
nate wish, which thought can suggest, or fiiendship adopt. 
May his faith therefore be established like the mountain- 
oaks ; increase like the progressive stream; till it spreads 
and 'abounds like the all-overflowing flood ];! 

t intended to have closed my letter, and con.firmed my 
point, by a very memorable story* But however your pa-* 
tience preserve, my time fails and ray hand is weary. The 
next post, if nothing unexpected intervenes, shall bring you 
the sequel. May it, when brought to my friend, be as a 
nail fastened in a sure place, and give the rivet of convic*- 

V V 


♦ > Cdr.ViU t. tlert is, etp^ctallyintW original, a? Sd antith efis, jj^eriiaps, a^ 
«vw'wa$ penned. Since the preci&aingnote! art fo Copious, I {hall deny flnyfelf 
I he pl^urt of particularizing the heauties of thiji clause, 1 leave it to the lover of fa- 
ertd literature, to adniire the Apollle’s etprefllon, to becHanUed With the fpirit of the 
Macedonian balievera, and to derive from both, edification liiiited -with delight. 
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tion to all these important truths!—In the mean 
rather at all times, remain. 

Cordially and invariably Year's, 

A s p A s t O'. 




LETTER Xr. . 


ASPASIO TO THERON. 

Dear Theron, 

Faith in the righteousnes * of JESUS CHRIST 
is a fundamental principle, in that invaluable system of sa¬ 
cred and divine philosophy— ^The Gospel. By which the 
heavenly TEACHER is continually training up millions of 
rational and immortal creatures, for the true perfection of 
their nature; tor the final fruition of their GOD; or, irt 
other words, for a state of consummate happines and ever¬ 
lasting glory.—In this school, may you and 1 be hurnble 
Students, and daily Proficients! while others are ambitious 
of glittering distinctions , and sounding titles, may it be 
our highest aim, to answer the charactcr---of Believers! 
by this character, the supreme LORD distinguishes his cho¬ 
sen people, and denominates the heirs of salvation. This 
character stands fairest in the book of life, and most con¬ 
spicuous in ti;e annals of eternity.—This character, how¬ 
ever negliyCted or disesteemed among men, will be remeni- 
bei ed and bad in honor, when the pompous name of states¬ 
man and generalissimo are known no more. ^ . 

As faith is of such singular and extensive clBcacy in genu¬ 
ine Christianity, methinks, 1 wmuld have all our meditatiofta 
ter minate on its gioripus object, and be calculated ^ 

vigorateso beneficial a principal.—And so much the rather 



A6?ASI0 TO THBItON. 


Bs too many of our ingenious writers run yastly wide of 
this mark,—They teach us to admire the maghitydo and 
distances of the planets; the annual and diurnal reyOlutions 
dt the globe. They call up our inost pleased attention tb 
the exact arrangement, the exquisite construction, and 
most curious operation, of every wheel and every imple*- 
ment in the machine of nature. At the ; same time, they 
more than intimate, that is the brightest mip*of, wherin we 
may contemplate the divine perfeCtionsi This the scene of 
order, from whence we may derive the best rules, tor har¬ 
monizing the human mind. Hence they would animate 
our devotion, and jhence regulate oyr life, Not without 
apparent neglect, I fear with supercilious contempt, of that 
most illustrious discovery of the divine excellencies, which 
was exhibited to the children ot men, by GOD manifested 
in the flesh, Thus they discard the gospel, and would sup¬ 
plant the blessed JESUS; making the universe their bible, 
and nature their w'isdom, sanctification, their redemption. 

But, blessed be GOD, we have not so learned philoso* 
phy. We can place her at the foot stool, not on the throne 
of her LORD; and bid her proclaim his honors, not usurp 
his olflee. Uet us, therefore, when we reflect on that stu¬ 
pendous act, the creation of the world out pt nothing; let 
US remember, it was HIS act, who obtained eternal re* 
demption for sinners. When we con template that immense 
theatre of wonders, the heavens and their shining hosts; 
]et us not forget, that they are all HIS work, who brought 
in everlasting righteousness for the ungodly,—Do we turn* 
our thoughts to the ocean, that spacious and magnificent 
canal, which covers more than half the globe ? it was form¬ 
ed by HIS word, and is obedient to HIS will, who loved 
us and washed us from pur sins in his own blood. Do we 
take a view of the earth, that grand and inexhaustible 
magazine, which furnishes such a multiplicity of conveni- 
cnicies, for so many millions of creatures ? it is all HIS pro¬ 
perty, and wholly at HIS disposal, who emptied * himself 
for our sake, and had not where to lay his head.—For thus 
saith the inspired philosopher; thus saith the oracle of re- 
, v^iation; all things were made by him and fOR him f. 
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The great CRE ATOR has enriched this habitable globe 
with a OTOfu^ion of good. He has adorned it with a vane* 
ty* a regtilanffi and a beauty, which are perfeajly charm-. 
ing He has^ ennobled it with a dignity, a sublimity, anC 
a grandeur, wfech are at once delightful and astonishing* 

In all this, reason cannot but discern a clear manifestattott 
of power, a brighter display of wWom. and a Hch demon- 
siration of benignity.—But will the CREATOR hirosetf. 
vouchsafe to be made flesh ; on puroose that he may bleed 
and die for his guilty creatures ? this ts sybat, neither the 
utmost penetration of men, nor the very superior intelh- 
eence of an>rcls, could ever have demonstrated, discovered, 
or conceived. This exceeds, whatever the elements have 
produced, whatever the sun has beheld j as much as the 
extent and magnificence ot the planetary system, excels 
the dimesions and the furniture of a shepherd s hut.~lo 
reveal this, is the blessed peculiarity of the gospel, lo 
know and believe tjhis, is the distinguishing prerogative of 
Ji Christian. To apply this, to dwell upon this, to connect 
this with all our observations of the universe, should be 
the tavourite and habitual employ of the believer. Ihis 
will improve wonder into devotion, and raise the entertain^ 
ments of science into the joy of salvation. 1 his will ren¬ 
der every philosophical speculation a strengthener of our 
faith ; and make the various scenes of nature, a guide to 
grace, and a step to glory.—When this is done, then Ml 
things attain their proper end ; and as they are by CHRIST, 

•so they are for CHRIST. ^ . 

But I forget mvself, mv business, and my promise. I 
am to estabfish thi point by incontestable fact, not to em¬ 
bellish it by loose harangue. With pleasure I address my¬ 
self to discharge the obUgation; and exemplify, _m a very 
memorable initance, the power of faith on religious ^ac- 

_From whence shall I fetch my exemplification, from 

the memoirs of the apostle of the Gentiles ? here I firtd one, 
most concisely, and at the same most forcibly >1^)^ 

.Observe this man in his unconverted state. He breaAeS 
out threatenings and slaughter against the chnstians. Can 
any thing denote a more iniquitous and savage temper, the 
rolling ifon, and the ranging bear, are gentle creatures, 
compwed with this monster m human sh^.—Still the de- 
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scnptbn of his barbarity heightens. I was exceedingly 
mad against them ; I compelled them to blaspheme ; and 
punished them in every synagogue. The practice, not of 
a man, but of a friend! It is the very picture of an mcar- 
nate devil.—What has this infernal wretch, that may recom¬ 
mend him to the divine favour ? if ever their was a sinner 
on earth, that had sinned beyond the reach of mercy, be¬ 
yond the possibility of pardon, surely it must be this Saul 
of Tarsus. 

But the divine mercy, disdaining all limits, is overflow¬ 
ing and unmeasufeable. Where sin has abounded like a 
flood, divine mercy abounds like an ocean. 'I'he favour of 
man is backward to interpose, till sometiiing amiable or 
inviting appears in the object. But the grace of GOD is 
immensely rich and infinitely free. It prevents the most 
vile and hardened rebels. It brings every requ'site and re¬ 
commendation, in its own unspeakably beneficent nature. 
It accomplishes all its blessed ends, not by any tovvardly 
disposition in the sinner, but by that one glorious righte¬ 
ousness provided in the SAVIOUR.—'Ihis ov-^rtook the 
persecutor on his journey to Damascus. Light and life 
were poured upon him, not from any dawn of reformation 
in himself, but from a very different quarter. By opening, 
ns it were, a window in heaven, while he was sojourning 
even in the suburbs of hell. He saw that JUST ONE.—• 
He leceived the inestimable gilt. He wds made partaker 
of the salvation, which is in JESUS CHRIST. 

See, now, what effect this faith has upon his conduct—. 
It causes a total revolution in the sentiments of his mind. 
It gwes a new bias to every faculty of hts soul. It intro¬ 
duces an absolute change into the whole tenour of his be- 
fyiviour. As great and marvelous a change, as it you 
Should behold some mighty torrent, turned by the shock 
of an earthquake; and rolling those waters to the east, 
which, troiu the beginning of lime, had flowed incessantly 
to the west. He adores that JESUS, whom he lately bias 
phemed. He preaches that taith, which he once destroyed^ 
And he is ready to lay down his life for those believers, 
whom not long ago he persecuted unto death. 

It may be said ; is the change as lasting, as it is surpris¬ 
ing ? VC will only consider tlie converted Saul, in one very 
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remarkable point of light.^—After these things were ended 
says the sacred historian, Paul purposed in the spirit, when 
he had passed through Macedonia and Acbaia, to go to 
Jerusalem, saying, after I have been there, I must also see 
Rome *.—Who can observe^ and not admire, this plain un¬ 
ambitious manner of relating a series of labours, the most 
signally successful, and the most extensively useful ? no¬ 
thing in human conduct ever surpassed the greatness of the 
one, and perhaps nothing in historical composition ever 
equaled the simplicity of the other. 

St. Paul had already reduced Ephesus and Asia to the 
obedience of CHRIST. He had already brought Mace¬ 
donia, and Achia into subjection to the gQspel. He had 
long ago erected the standard, and spread the triumphs of 
of Christianity, in the regions of Arabia. Yet as if he bad 
hitherto atchieved nothing he bends bis forces towards Je¬ 
rusalem. Then he marks out rome for the seat of his spi¬ 
ritual warfare. After this, he forms the same beneficient 
design upon Spain : including, in his comprehensive plan, 
metropolis and the boundaries f of the known world.— 
The universe is but just large enough, to be the scene of 
his asticity and zeal; he never discontinues the charitable 
campaign, but with the last breath of his life ; and he 
speaks of this unintermitted course of arduous and dange¬ 
rous services, as if he was only going to make some friend¬ 
ly visit, or join a party of inriocent pleasure ; after I have 
'been at Jerusalem, I must also see Rome J, 

Which of vour Alexanders, which of your Caesars, which 
of all the Heroes renowned in Grecian or Roman story, 
can vie with the zeal and magnanimity of this poor despised 
tent-maker ? so poor, that he was constrained to work with 


* A&t MX. 21. 

t S|»iii was then fuppofed to be the boundary of the weftero h the Caojes was recko, 
(ihe extremity ot the eaftern world. 

Omntiut tn Terns qace font a Csdiius ufoue 
Anroram & Gangen^ Ju v. Sat, X« 

t I am quite charmed, I muft confefs, with this very fimple, but incomparahly gal¬ 
lant manner ol the ApoitU’s Ipeakmif. lar beyond all the pomp of paMcgyric, it drt, 
playa the hero. 
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hk oum bands, fora morsel of bread; so despised, that h« wa» 
treated as the ofFscooriog of all things* Not-* 
wtlhstandiiirg alt these discouragements, what did he not at¬ 
tempt, what did he not accomplish for the honor of hi^ 
MASTER, and the good of his fellow-creatures ?—he em^ 
barks m a shallop j he has neither shield nor spear; yet he 
purposes lo command the ocean, and conquer the globe.---* 
what greatness of soul was here ! He expects^ nothing but 
poverty, contempti and death ; yet his heart is big with 
the hope of enriching, ennobling, and saving ages and ge¬ 
nerations. What benevolence of temper was this! —Should 
you enquire, concseming this illustrious champion of the 
cross j who were his potent auxiliaries ? none but the dr* 
vine SPIRIT.--^What were his mighty weapons? nothing 
but the word of truth and grace.—Whence proceeded his 
intrepid, his enterprising, his all-conquering resolution ? 
only from faith, a lively faith in JESUS CHRIST. 

This, I think, is a sufficient confirmation of my doctrine. 
Nevertheless I have another instance to produce. One that 
was exhibited itr an age, when the glorious object of our 
faith shone with dim lustre, and with distant beams. Yet 
it may justly be admired, and will hardly be eclipsed, by 
the most enlightened among the Christian saints.—-To keep 
you no longer in suspense, the case I mean, is that which 
Moses records and the apostle celebrates. By Faith, 
Abraham when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he 
that had received the promises, offered up his only begotten • 
son f.—^As this is so singular an example of the efficacious 
and triumphant operation of faith j uncqualed in any nati¬ 
on of the world, or under any dispensation of religion ; you 
will give me leave to dwell a little on some of its marvclw 
OU8 circumstances. 

Abraham was an eminent and distinguished servant of 
the most high GOD. Favoured with peculiar manifesta¬ 
tions of the divine will, and dignified with the honorable 
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title of his AlASTER’s friend. Yet even this man, is 
harassed with a long succession of troubles; and, which 
was reckoned in those ages the most deplorable calamity, 
goes childless, 

Long he w?tits, worshiping GOD with the most patient 
resignation. At length, an oracle from the LORD gives 
him hope, gives him assurance of a son. Joyfully he re¬ 
ceives the promise, and rests in humble expectation of its 
accomplishment.—Several years run their rounds, but no 
pleasing infant prattles in liis arms, or is dandled upon his 
Itnees. At last, the handmaid becomes pregnant. But 
what a diaappoinment was here ! this is the son of the 
bojKl'vVoni'nj, not t)f the Ircc. 

JIow alil'cting tlic case of this excellent person! his kins I 
folk and accjuainlancc see tl.cir olive branches, flourishing 
round about their tables. Even • his ungodly neighbours 
have some children their desire, and leave their residue 
of their substance lor their babes. But Abraham, the wor¬ 
shiper ot Jl'JIOVAlI, the favourite of heaven—this Abra¬ 
ham is destitute of an heir, to support his name, to propo- 
gatc. Ills family, or to inherit the blessing. O ! the straits! 
to which the believer is sometimes reduced; how does a 
sovereign providence try his faith, as it were in a hirnace 
of fire ! Not that it may be consumed, but retlned, and 
come forth with agumented lustre j to tlic praise ot ever- 
faithlul, all-suflicicnt grace. 

' GOD is pleas«d to renew the grant to assure liim more 
explicitly, that Sarah shall have a sou. But this nolice is at 
Qvery late period in lile ; when Saiah is advanced in years, 
and too old, according to the course of nature, to conceive. 
However, the pious Patriarch staggers not through unbe¬ 
lief; but hopes even against hope —Is it Improbable ? is 
it difficult r nay, is it to all liuman apj)carance impossible? 

’ eo much the more proper, for faith to expect, and lor Oin* 
iiipotencc to accomplish. 
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. At last, the gift, so earnestly desired, so vouchsafed. 
Sarah has a child—Son—an Isaac. One who should be a 
source of consolation and delight to bis parents; should fill 
their mouth with laughter * and their tongues with joy.— 
With tender care, doubtless, this pleasant plant is reared. 
Many prayers are put up, for his long life, and great happi¬ 
ness. The fond parents watch over him, as over the apple 
of their own eye. Their life is bound tip in the life of the 
lad f.—He grows in grace, as he grows in stature. So 
amiable is his temper, and so engaging his behaviour, as 
could not fail of endearing him to a stranger ; how much 
more to such indulgent parents, after so long a state of bar¬ 
renness, and so many expectations so frequently frus¬ 
trated. 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the happy 
sire ; and flatter ourselves, that his tribulations have an end. 
That the storms, which ruffled the noon of life, are blown 
over ; and the evening of his age, becoming calm and se¬ 
rene.—But let not him that girdeth on his liarness, boast 
himself as he that putteth it off Our warfare on earth is 
never accomplished, till we bow our head, and give up the 
Ghost. The sliarpcst, the several tryal is still behind. 

Abraham § ; says CiOD—Abraham knows the voice. It 
is the voiceof condrscending goodness. He had often heard 
it with a raj)!Lire of delight.—Instantly he replies, “ Flere 
I am. S})cak, LOKDi doubt to receive some fresh mani¬ 
festation of the divine good-will, to himself and his family; 
or some new discovery of the method, in which the divine 
wisdom would accom})lisli tlic promises, I will multiply thy 
.seed—I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth.—Ii\ 
thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 


* I'ldlm. c’cxri. 2. This u ihc iinpoit of the Hebrew name Ifaac. 

+ Gcii. 2i.liv, 30. J Kmgs XX. ii* 

^ The hn'erce, w'th which the itifpircrl hlftorlan introduces this affefting narrative, f* 
wn'ut'iiily irdiiflattd m our tables j did tempt Aiit.ih.im—this esprelTion kems, nioi’C 
tl an Icems to clafli with tiiK doflmic 111 St. jdines, ('hap. i. ver. 13. And cannot but 
lo.i 1 1 nr'.h to ihok e>rs, wDnli have been acculloincd to undtrltand by temper aw 
and it.:i'piiug, peiIons uittriy adious, anJ piaftice cytreiAely purnicteus. 
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Take thy son ; adds GOD. And might not Abraham 
reasonably expect, that, since his son was arrived to years 
of maturityj he should be direeted, how to settle him in the 
world with honor and advantage j where tofind a virtuous 
fruitful partner of his cares, his joys, and his bed P—He is 
commanded, not barely to take his son, but his only son j 
his son Isaac j whom he loved. How must these affecting 
images awaken al) that soft complacency, and all that ten¬ 
der triumph, which are known only to the fond feeling ap¬ 
prehensions of a parent! must not such an introduction so 
remarkably endearing, heighten his expectation of some 
signal meicy, to be conferred on the beloved youth j and 
would it not render tlic blessing peculiarly acceptable, more 
than doubly welcome r 

Was he not then startled ? was he not horribly amazed? 
when instead of some renewed expression of the divine fa¬ 
vour, he received the following orders. Take now thy son 
•—thy only son—Isaae—whom thou iovest—and get thee 
into the land of Moriah, and offer Him there for a burnt- 
offering, upon one of the mountains which 1 will tell thee 
of *. Was ever description so affecting pr, message so 
alarming ? Does GOD create the apple of the eye, only to 
be a sheath for the dagger? Docs he impart the utmost 
sensibility, only to inflict the most agonizing pain? every 
word in this injunction, softens and entendevs the parent’s 
heart; and, at the same time, sharpens the arrrow, that must 
pierce it through and through. 

• Where now, Abraham, are all thy pleasing prospects ? 
How often didst thou say, in thy enamoured and delight¬ 
ed heart; “ this same shall comfort us concerning ourtrou- 
“ blef. Many have been my sorrows; but this cbild, 
“ this dear child, shall dry up my tears, and bring me to 

my grave in peace.”—Alas! this lovely flower is to be cut 
down, in its fairest fullest bloom. All thy shining hopes 
"are overcast in a moment. They are covered with dark¬ 
ness and the shadow of death.—But let us attend to the tra¬ 
gical story. 
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Abraham, take thy son.—Who, but Abraham, could have 
forbore rcmonstratmq- and pleading, on such an occasion ? 
'~^JiwniaSf being charged with a commission to Saul the 
persecutor, takes upon him to argue the case with his Al¬ 
mighty SOVEREIGN. “ LORD. I have board by many 
‘‘ concerning this man, how mucli evil he hath done to thy 
“ saints at Jerusalem ^ and here he hath authority from the 
chief Priests to bind all that call upon thy name.”^ It 
can never be safe or expedient, to present myself volunta¬ 
rily before him'; who came hither breathing out threaten- 
ings and slaughter against me. What is this, but to court 
danger ; and run, with open eyes, into ruui ?—^Lhus Ana¬ 
nias. With how much greater appearance ot reason, nugiit 
Abraham have replied } 

“ LORD, have I not already left my ctiuntry ; left my 
"kindred; and at lliv command, lelt mv lather’s house 
And wilt thou now bereave me ot my child ? Must I 
" part, not with some admired folly or darling vanity, but 
" witlithc most worthy object of a rational aticctioii ? In- 
" deed with my only remaining consolation .? 

" Shall I be def>riecd of my child, almost as soon as X 
" have received him ? Didst thou give him only to tantalize 
" thy servant ? Remember gracious GOD, the name he 
" bears. How shall he answer its chcayng import ? How 
" shall he he a source of satisfaction to his parents, or the 
" father of many nations ; if thou takest him away, in his 
" unmarried state, and the very prime of his years ? 

" If sin lies at the door, let me expiate the guilt. Let 
" thousands of rams, let every bullock in my stalls, bleed at 
** thy altar. My wealth, most mighty LORD, and all my 
" goods are nothing in comparison ot my Isaac. Command 
/'.die to be stript ot my possessions; command me to roam 
, " as a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth ; and I will 
" bless thy holy name. Only let my child, my dear child 
" be spared. 

Or, if nothing will appease thy indignation but human 
blood, let my death be the sacrifice. Dptan me be the 
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** vengeance. I am old and grey-headed. The best of my 
“ days are past, and the best of mv services done. If this 
“ tottering wall tumbles, there will be little, or no cause 
“ for regret. But, if the pillar of my house, and the sup- 
port of my family—if he be snatched from me, what good 
“ will my life do me ? O my son ! my son ! would GOD 
I might die for thee *. 

“ If it must be a blooming youth, in the fiower of his 
“ days, be pleased, most merciful GOD, to select the victim 
from some fruitful family. '^I'here arc those, who abound 
in children. Children arc multiplied unto them ; and 
though mnnv were removed, vet would their table bo 
“ full. There r.rc those, who have flocks and herds; 

whereas, I have only this one little lamb f ; the very 
“ solace of niv soul, and the stay of my declining years.—- 
“ And shall this be taken away, while all these are left 
Yes, Abraham ; it is thy son, and not another’s, that is 
marked ior the .victim.—What distress, bad he not been 
ftiipportcd by faith, what exquisite distress must have over- 
V'lielmed this alTectionate parent! How could he refrain 
from crying out, and with a flood of tears ?—“ If the de- 
cree cannot be reversed ; if it must be the fruit of my 
“ own body ; Oh ! that Ishmael, th.c son of the handmaid 
—How shall I speak it ? My heart bleeds at the thought j 
at the thought even of his expiring agonies, and untimely 
death. But as for Isaac, the son of my beloved Sj>ouse, 
“ the son of my old age, the crown of all m) labours---Ho\v' 
shall I survive such a loss ? 

“ Mr} howcLs ! m\) hozcrls ! I am pained al my verrj heart, 
“ If it was only to dismiss him into some foreign coun- 
try, and not to see his tacc for many years; even in this 
“ would be a sore tryal. But to lose him by the stioke of 
** death j to have him cut olf out of the land of the living i 
“ will not the blow that dispatches him be fatal tons 
both ? 

Yet, if he must die, and there is no remedy ; may he no€ 
** at least expire by a natural dissolution ? may not some 
** common distemper unloose the cords of life, and lav hin;i‘ 
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** down gently in the tomb ? may not his fond mother and 
** piyselt seal his closing eyes, and soften his dying pangs 
** by our tender offices ?” 

No Abraham thy son must be slaughtered on the altar. 
He shall have no other bed of death, than the pile of hewn 
wodno other winding sheet, than his own clotted gore. 
The sacrificing knife, and not any common disease, shall 
bring him to his end.—And think not to satisfy thy sor¬ 
rowing fondness by paying him the last honors of a decent 
interment. It is the LORD’s will, that he be cut in 
pieces j consumed to ashes; and made a burnt-offierlng. So 
that nothing shall remain, to be preserved, or embalmed. It 
shall not be in thy power to sooth thy grief, by resorting 
to his grave j and weeping at his sepulchre j and saying-- 
here lies Isaac. 

But it all must be executed ■ GOD forbid, that I 
** should behold the dismal tradegy. If my Isaac must be 
bound hand & foot for the slaughter j if he must receive 
the steel into his bosom ; and welter in his own inno- 
cent blood ; O ! let it be far, tar from the sight of these 
“ eyes!” 

Even this mitigation cannot be granted. Thou> Abraham, 
*hou thyself must stand by j must look on j must see him 
«|ain.—Nay, thou must not only be an eye-witness of his 
agony, but be the executioner ot thy Isaac. • Yes; thy 
hands must lift the deadly weapon ; thy hands must point 
it to the beloved breast j thy own hands must urge its way, 
through the gushing veins, and the shivering flesh, till it be 
plunged in t!ic throbbing heart. GOD will not permit the 
work to be done by another. The father must be the mur- 
^frer. 

Is not the wretched father stunned and thunderstruck? 
does he not stand fixed in horror, and speechless with grief. 
What words can be mournful enough to express his sorrow? 
—^-To murder a sou ! is it not impious, execrable, shock¬ 
ing ^ nature recoils at the very thought! then can, the best 
of fathers perform the deed ? 

How shall he answer it to the wife of his bosom, the mf^ 
(her of the lovely youth ? who bore him in her womb ; who 
brought him forth with pain j and nursed him up, amidst 
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the fondest caresses. Will she not have reason to reproach 
Abraham, and say in the anguish of her spirit; a bloody 
husband hast thou been tome*. 

How can he justify it to the world ? they will never be 
persuaded, that the GOD of goodness can delight in cru¬ 
elty, or authorize so horrid an action —Will they not take 
up a taunting proverb, and say at every turn ? “ there goes 
“ the man, the monster rather, that has embrued his hands 
* in the blood of his own s-on ! This is he that pretends ta 
“ piety, and yet could be so savage, as to assassinate, cool- 

ly and deliberately assassinate an only child!”—Might 
not thousands of such consideranons, croud into his thoughs, 
and rack his very soul ? 

15ut GOD is unchangeable. Positive is his word, and 
must be obeyed. Obeyed immediately too. Take now 
thy son. The fXJRD’s command requireth speed. No 
time is to be lost, in bidding adieu to his relations, or in 
fruitless supplications for revoking the doom.—Prodigious 
tryal! Was ever precept like this precept ?—yet, when 
JEHOVAH enjoins, to deliberate, is disloyalty j to dispute, 
is rebellion. 

This the patriarch knew. Therefore, he waits not for a 
second injunction.—He knew also, that obedience is no 
obedience, unless it be willing and chcarful. Therefore he 
consults not with flesh and blood. He is deaf to the argu- 
ings of carnal reason, and regards not the yearning of pa- 
■ ternal affection. But, without a murmcring word, without 
a moment’s delay, sets forward on his journey. Not so’ 
much as betraying the least uneasiness, to alarm his wife ; 
nor heaving the least sigh, to create suspicion in his atten¬ 
dants. 

And canst thou, Abraham, canst thou persist in thy pur^ 
pose } can thy heart firmly resolve, can thy hand steadily 
execute ? execute this expressibly severe task ?—is not this 
child the heir of the promises, both temporal, spiritual, and 
eternal;—is not the great MESSIAH, whose day thou 
hast so passionately desired to see j whose person is the 
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hope of all the ends of the earth ; is not that great MESSI¬ 
AH to spring from his loins ? from his loins, whom thou 
art about to kill ?—the blessing, thou knowest, is appropri- 
ated to him. The grand entail is settled upon him^—upon 
Isaac by name—upon Isaac alone. If he perish, all is lost. 
Canst tnou, then, at one blow, destroy the life of thy son % 
sacrifice all thy earthly joys ; and cut off the hopes of the 
whole world ?—will none of these considerations discourage, 
dissuade, deter thee ? 

Most triumphant faith "indeed! Deservedly art thou 
Styled, the father of the faithful. Thy faith is stronger than, 
all the ties of affection; stronger than all the pleas of na¬ 
ture ; stronger than all the terrors of deaili—of a death, in 
its circumstances and in its consequences, incomparably 
more dreadful than thy own. 

Now must he travel, during three tedious, and, one 
would think, most melancholy days. "Witli his Isaac con¬ 
stantly before his eyes ; with the tragical scene, conlinuaily 
presenting itself to his apprehensions ; and nothing to di- 
veit his mind, from dwelling upon every afflictive incident. 
Thus must he travel, aged as he is, to a great distance ; in 
■suspense and uncertaintv all the while. Not knowing, 
where the fatal business is to be transacted ; whether In a 
private spot, or on a public stage. Only on one of the 
mountains wljich the LORD will tell him of.—These 
seems to be a combination of all things, in order to aggra- 
\ate the tryal; and urge him to disquietude, it not to dis-. 
.traction. 

On the tiurd day, Abraliam lift up his eyes, and saw the 
.place afar off. Dololul sight! Ihc slaughter-house of his 
son ! Does not the prospect alarm all his tender passions? 
no; it only awakens liis circuuibpection. The servants are 
.cominanded to advance no farther. Here they must take 
their stand, and keej) llieir distance. Lest a well-meaning, 
but unseasonable compassion, should prompt them to inter- 
])osc.—He himself, with the fire and the knife in his hands; 
and his son, with the burden of wood on his shoulders, 
went both of them together.— Who does not pity the dear 
devoted youth, toiling under tliat load, which must soon 
reck with his blood, ajid soon reduce him to ^hes?—mean- 
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while the intended victim, wondering,to see all th^'se pre¬ 
parations made, and no proper animal near, aeka this perti¬ 
nent question ; fctihC7\ behold Ifuijnr and the wood! but 
zvkere is the iamb fora burnt-qlJl’rlni^ ? nothing eouM ?>e 
more-tender and moving than this spe^:':ii , vdiich d!;eo- 
vered such a knowledge ol religion, and such a concern 
for its, duties. W^ll not this rouse the huher’? acipais!., and 
shake his determination ? how can be be of so 

much innocence, and so much piety ? “ 

Faith overcomes all difficulties. Unmoved and inlb-xi- 
ble, the patriarch replies; GOD will provide 
lamb for a bur it offering, my son*. He hides tlic aw jui 
tidings from the inqui'^ilive youth, lest they should he loo 
heavy and affiiclivc for him to bear- Of Lis own firmness 
and perseverance lie was sufiiciently assured. But wlio c;xt 
tell, whether Isaac s courage and self-denial may he ecjual 
to such a shock ? I’hcrefore he smothers the brand in his 
own breast ; and tbrbears, as long as possible, to disclose 
the terrible secret. So they went both of them ttn^ethcr .— 
The one, wondering at the strangeness of the atfiir, as cl 
not knowing that it is for his life. The other, wiih a 
** fire pent up in his bones; and fearing more to reveal, 

“ than to execute the work”. 

And they came to the place, xvhich 6 ' (7.0 had fold him of. 
It is a mountain. Far from the resort of ii.eii. A doleful 
solitude indeed! Gloomv shades, and hoary trees ; ragged 
rocks, and hideous precipices; the sound of hca:lK>ugc.ita- 
racts, mingled with the yell of ravenous l)ea.->i', ii ivc .uade 
some moiintams extremely formidahie. But all i'lese cir¬ 
cumstances, wiki and tremendous as they are, couivf never 
create a terror, comparable to ih.e sadness and iiorror of 
this single thought; here my Isaac ma^t bleed; on this 
eminence he breathes his last”. 

X X 


• Abr^Min in this anfwer, like many ot tlie other prophets in their piediftiuns. foerrl* 
sot to have thorouglily mnlei(l*od the nnporl of hii own words. Wh.it lie liimieif 
.flfMat, 1 apprehMU, ii reprefcnied in the following paraphrale of Ins fpeerh. Yet C;C)U 
jo ralcl his tonguo, that it more fully exprefliid the divine d-^cica, then the paroutu! 
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I should not wonder to sec the patriarch overwhelmed 
with consternation. His thoughts lost in a tumult of fear, 
trepidation, and perplexity. So as not to know, either 
where to begin ; or how to proceed ; or what to do^. But 
Abraham is all composure. He dispatches the preparatory 
jbusiness, without the least hesitation, or the least precipi¬ 
tancy. As^ calmly., as when, “ rich in cattle, in silver, and 
in gold’\ he reared his tent between Bethel and Ildi. 
Abraham builds ah altar there. An altar, s}jacious, 
strong and regular. Spacious, that it may receive strong, 
that it may sustain, the victim ; and regular, that every 
thing may be transacted with the utmost decorum ISJay; 
lie la)s the wood in order. Not hu<k]les it together, with 
l^afte and confusion, into a rue’e heap; but places each 
piece in the properest situation, to admit the llamcs, and 
accelerate the consumption of the sacrifice.—I low rniist 
this slow procccss, and all these solemn tormalitics, atforc^ 
leisure for reliection to strike deep, and employ all her 
stings! 

Kveiy thing is now ready fur the most astonishing-and- 
dreaoUil act of obedience, lliat men or angels ever beheld. 


, Anci now Abraham discloses the staitling secret: “ didst 
thou enejuire concerning the lamb : thou thyself my 
“ dear cb.ild ait the Limb piovided fm* the bumt-otfering. 

(C ‘ - - -.. 






I3e not amazed. J/;t not thy heart tail.—The GOD, 
wiio hesto^\t(i thccon m) longing desires, is pleased to 
v(‘(juire t!u-again at my hand.— the LORI) gave, and 
the 1>()'\!) laJ eth away, I'h us lauri adore tne name of 
“ llie LORI).— Let us ca’ididc in his promised goodness, 
‘‘ and unanimousiv ; u Lss, th.oiu'h he slay me, yet will I 
“ Iru. t in him.” 

It does not appoar.tliat the amiable youth resi.sted orgain- 
saja d. lie liad strcngtli enough to oppose, and speed 


* ’I}'« Srr'T>Hir<'s f.rc rTficf.i!!], co.Mfiif inibc.r f.:-rrati'Ci. But the relation of tJuisto- 
vy is T'111'11 ai'lv ciicuutjOiitiiil. '1 he nsote Oiit tiuilly to cii^a^’c our attention, and inte* 

jriS oi't atuCi'tii.s ; as Will Si the mure liJialnouil) to it'ipl.iy the nunerous dilHcnltu-Sv 
and the trials, wlrtvli lii. lieioi. tmouiitt led—-luiinot.nil<.d--’U*h>**' 
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enough to escape the attempts of an aged father. Ei¬ 
ther or both of wliicl), t!ic law of self-preservation might 
seem to dictate, and the light of reason to justify. But 
Isaac knew, that his father was a prophet. In this prophe¬ 
tical character, he sees and acknowledges the warrant of 
heaven. And since Ids CREATOR calls, he is content to 
go.—Excellent Isaac ! who does not admire thy courage ? 
who is not charmed with thy resignation ? and must we, in a 
few minutes, must see thee pale,"a bloody a breathless 
corpse ? 

Methinks I shudder, as we draw near the direful catas¬ 
trophe. The father knows nol liow to relent, and tlie son 
offers his willing tliroat to the knife.—Nevertheless, tluit 
the work of destiny may be sure, and no one particular re¬ 
lating to a sacrihoc omitted, Abraham binds Isaac his son. 
I have known a stubborn malefactor, quite unalarmed, 
when sentenced to tlie ignominious tree ; not at all impres¬ 
sed with the inf>.f awful representations of eternal judg¬ 
ment ; yi-t, wlien a person came to measure liim lor hiscor- 
•fin, the hardened wretch was hard no longer. He start¬ 
ed ; turned jv.ile > and trembled in every joint.—Even such 
a circumstance makes no imjjre.s,->ion on Abr.diam ; neither 
alters his jmrpose, nor changes his counten ujce. He mea¬ 
sures his Isaac ; measures those limbs, whicli he had so fre¬ 


quently embraced, and so tenderly caressed ; if not lor the 
coffin, yet lor immediate slaughter. 

Having bound liim—surpn.-ing resolution !--bound !iim 
for the sw<;nl ar.d f<^r the flame, lie lays him ujx n t.;o altar 
(;n the wood. 'I'herc, now ]i'“s i^a ic ; the dear the dub¬ 


ful, the religi(-us Isaac! Abraluim’s joy; Sarali’s dtdi ghl ; 
the heir of the ])romises! there he lies, all meek and rc'dgii- 
cd ; expecting every moment, the stroke ol <leath to l.dJ.—- 
O ! parents I parents! do nor vour bowels ye-..rn ? is not hu¬ 
manity itsefl distressed at the scene ? —Soy thou, who art a 
iatber, what thinkestlhou of AbrLiliaui’s obedience r could^Ci; 


thou, to sueh u son, have acted sucii a part ? 


* According to joffpt'U.', Hanc was wlien tie rabrrnt'ftl tiiv.fclf to tlic flaiist.Ur. abo;.t 
twenty-live yeaii old. Otlitiv think, age was ihmy-ilnn-; wfeuli !i,.ikj‘ 1 i.pi i.i- 
exaftiy rcfemiblc bis luflcripg LORD. 'ijin.-n 1 ns father nu.ll be atiovca u-.d ili.i' 

ly scars old. Either hccouiH Wdl juft !>' AlpahO’s iuppolnon. 
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ihe father,' resolute to the very last, unsheath$ 
the Hiurflering blade; makes bare the innocent bosom; 
and marks the place, where life may find the spediest exit. 
His heart fixed ! he stretches forth his hand ; he lifts the 
fTharpened steel anal determined to finish at a blow, is 
even now mr.nn,"—wht^n—rejoice O ye worshipners of a 
gracious GOD brcal: forth into singing, ye tliat are in 
pain for the tried parent! the IX)RD Almighw interposes, 
in tiiis article of extreme need The ANGEL of the 
covf'nant speaks from heaven, an.d with-holds lliePatriarch’s 
hanij, IT the \cry act to str ke. ('OD, who only intended 
to mahtfcsl In;, faith, and make hhonorablc^ bids liim Ulo no 
h(vn. lo !hc iad. Yea ; GGD an|)]nu('s his obedience; and 
st'b;.titi!tc'i another sacrifice In i.o/i'/r’.rsterid ; renews hiscove- 
ran.; Mkh the father, and not only rcj)rieves the Ike ot the 
fon, but promises him a numerous and illustrious issue. 
Promises to make Inm the progenitor of the YiLSSlAII, 
and tiicrrf’V a hlcssing to all the nations of tlte earth. 

I’eit me now, i hi'roiiy was there ever such an astonishing 
efioTi oi obed'ieijce f ‘uch a perfect prodigy of resignation .? 
Y/'. r inisiTA.i; I'-m ui noxK f, — li yon should ask, how 
was it possib!'- to;- Abraham to perform ail ihis/in the man¬ 
ner detenbed ? thr < e;\\tr is obvious, ih'causc Abraham. 

Er>; (T !o (=t..er vv :ds, v.-ns fully persuaded, that the 
arm of t}:e vJiici) had raised this son ftoui the bar- 


1. 


ren woin.i, w:.o ; 
lurd 


' to i.dse him again even iron) dissected 
( r SOI'king 'I ash.es.—I’he same GOD, wdio rc- 
C;im;«'ithi; ‘acr.lae, Isad cxprcsly declared, in Isaac shall’ 
i; •. r,ic'ci I e called, 'iiierefi/re the jiatriarch assured him- 
Sv i:, tl.uii ti.e promise wouid, in a known Vo infinite 
wisciojii, be most punctuaily Lccomplished. Hence he 


* Cf'f'n t}iif T’ T.i'. M li! .iiii/iiMii, I’lC hiflorian maki's avrry judicioots 

S’-1’. I il'iyiii.; If n TV. ill r .(..-s IIP ..r j'.K.ily it ijoUiiUnK f fjXjiltii, by oui" 

traiiiloiic/ii ; 111 tki'mount oi IK. LC'KO H iiii.il Si- ii.Ti. 

+ Urb. XI. 1 “). 

* He El in» fo have f-'ini’p-icil no; on!y ttif ('rfain. but lie inamr'IIatc lefloration of his 

fla ti inn. 'J I at 1 c flioii!.l ht u'''. t-tl oil it'f vny ipot, l i ton-lie I'-;' tin* placft ; lo as to 
sf’ fim)«nv n,:, rtuiii. Toj Sc b.s EA^nti, iiui I, but vie wtil anif woifbij', 
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made no dispute, and felt no reluctance. His faith disflS- 
garded all the contrariety of appearances; banished evtfy 
uneasy, apprehension; and neither fear, nor sorrow, ha'd 
place in his breast. Confident of GOD’s ability, and mak¬ 
ing no doubt of his fidelity, he readily and chearfdHy 
obeyed. 

You admire, and very justly, this heroic act of obediefttOw 
A son, for whom he w’^aited so long—received in so extra¬ 
ordinary a manner —upon whom his heart was set—iti 
whom all his expectations centered—Who alone could con¬ 
vey to all nations the promised blessing—^to offer this son 
fis a sacrifice, and that by his own hand—never was such 
•an instance of obedience performed, attempted, or heard of. 
Yet we shall both do well to remember, that Abraham wa% 
not justified hv tliis, but by the infinitely more noble obe¬ 
dience of JESVS CHRIST. His faith, receiving this, 
lying on this, rejoiejng in this, disposed and cnable<||jaim 
for such wonderiuii self-denial, foititudc, and duty. 

IF all this which would otherwise have been utterly im¬ 
practicable, was wrought by faith ^ you need not suspert, 
of weakness and insufficiency, so approved a j)rinciple.“— 
Far^ far from enervating, it will invigorate every good dis¬ 
position ! and instead of damping, will give Ufe to evety 
religious duty.—Cherish faith, and you will of course culti¬ 
vate obedience.—Water this root, and the branches of unir 
versal godliness will assuredly partake the beneficial effects; 
will spread their honors, and bring forth their fruits.— 
Through the power of faith, the saints have wToiight righ¬ 
teousness, in all its magnanimous aud exemplary acts.— 
The doctrine ot laith is called by St. Paul, a doctrine ac¬ 
cording to godliness f ; exquisitely contrived to answer all 
the ends, and secure every inteiest of real piety.—The 


•• This acfffunt, is fo very e:^T3orclinaiy, that I fl.sll not b? lurprifcil, if the- reader‘finds 
fonrie difliculty in h'» afient to it. Upccaliy, as he may have .’eeridomed hlAi.- 

l«!f to form very different rostcertioni. of tins rcm.trlfaMe aliair ; anel may poffioly It 
confirmed in a different traiiioT nlras bv ieemx a rcpiesoiU.amn ol tha llory in a cciebra- 
ted print. Wharc the father appeais, daspiny, his son in a feiulei embrack; bedewing 
hint with histeart ; and ludcring as inurli tinoutjh grief the de^'ciNnl youth ii goingts 

ftiffcT knife* 


*1 Tim. ST. 3’ 
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^rafcc of faith St. Jude styles, our most holy faith*} intf- 
mating, th|,t it is not only productive of holiness, but that 
the most refined and exalted holiness arises from this stock j 
IS produced by believing in JESUS. 

» Let us then be diligent to exercise, and careful to in-* 
crease, faith in JESUS CHRIST. Let us maintain the 
same zealous solicitude for this leading capital grace, as the 
renowned Epaminondas expressed for his shield. When- 
that gallant general was, in an engagement with the enemy, 
struck to the ground ; his soldiers carried him off, breath¬ 
less and fainting to his tent. The moment lie opened liis 
eyes, and recovered the use of sjiccch, he asked—not whe¬ 
ther his wound was mortal ? not whether his troops were 
routed ?—but whether his sliield v/as safe ?—may we be 
enabled, my dear friend, to keep our shield safe ! A lay we 
be strong, be steady, be lively in faith ! Then, I d(^ubt not, 
weyjhall give glory to GOD ; receive comfort to ourselves} 
ana abound in the works of the LORD. 

The Apostle prays, in behalf of his Ephesian converts, that 
they may every one enjoy the privelegcs of grace, and each 
experience the cfiicacy of faith. Or, to use his own ani¬ 
mated w'ords, that they ina\) know, whal is fhc hope of their 
calling in C/I HI ST JESUS; and what Js the exceeding 
greatness of his poxcer, to themivard who beLuTc\, Than 
which prayer, I’.othingcan close either thia or the pvececd- 
ing letter, with nn/rc propriety, or with greater dignity. 
As nothing can more fully express the sentiments, tlie wash¬ 
es, the very soul of 


Tour most ajJ'ccdonate 

A s P A s I 0. 

P. S. I said, the infinitely more noble obedience of. 
“ JESUS CUEISl'.”—Eor, to tins obedience I would have, 
our t:)f'lights continually directed. 'I'hivS surpasses the ser¬ 
vices both of angels and men, in all their various and won- 


* Ju«, 20, 


+ i-ph. j, 
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derful orders. It is true, compared with our duties, Abra¬ 
ham *s obedience is like Saul’s stature who, from his shoul¬ 
ders and upward, was higher than of the people. But whea 
the Tighteousness ot CHRIST comes into view, it is some¬ 
what like that magnificent personage, described by St. John, 
in the tenth of the the Revelation Should such a sub¬ 
lime and majestic being, appear amidst an assembly, of the 
most renowned monarchs m the world ; how would their 
splendour be eclipsed, and all their grandeur dwindle inta 
meanness! Before such an illustrious potentate of heaven 
who would take notice of Cassar, or bestov^ a look upoit 
Alexander ? soj the righteousness of CHRIST, being the» 
righteousness of HIM, who lay in the bosom of the FA- 
dd iFR from eternity j the righteousness of HIM* who now 
sits on the right luuid of the throne of the majesty in the 
heavens; this rightecuisness being in itself consummately per¬ 
fect, and unspeakably ennobled by the dignity of the per- 
or mer ; all other kinds, degrees, or forms of righteousness 
shrink, before it, into the littleness of pygmies, oi mites. 
Could they sj)eak, the language of each would be look not 
“ upon me for I am dim', yea I am black. But look up- 
OH you LORD, for HIS works arc marvebus and HE,^ 
“ is glorious in his holiness.” 


* If tli" icjdcr pIiM-cs, Ii* inav feethii bejutifi;! and piece iU«a* 

faU-ii, in H»*rv'5k'Madrutions'. VjI- II. p. lidit. i£ 
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It IS very probable, while I am reading youf^g 
you arc peru'sing mine. But how unlike is my friend, to 
the representation he receives > How unlike the satisfied, 
unsuspecting, chcarfiil A.brahani ! Why this dejected air in 
your temper ? why 4hese pensive strokes in your letter* 

Let me anticipate your reply, and make answer to myself. 
'I'his gloom, I trust, is a sign of approaching day.—Just be¬ 
fore the morning dawn, the nocturnal darkness is blackest. 
And just before the appearance of tlie SUN OF RIGH¬ 
TEOUSNESS, the alarmed sinner’s distress !*> frequently 
the deepest. I promise myself, the hour is at hind, which 
will put off your sackcloth, and gird you with gladness. 

Another favourable presage i'l, that you take the direct 
and certain way, to obtain substantial comtoit. "I'he righ¬ 
teousness of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, after whicliyou 
inquire, about which you are solicitous, is a never-failing 
source of consolation. Because it acquits from all sin ; se¬ 
cures from all condemnation ; and lenders the believer un- 
blanieablc and unreprovable in the sigiitof GOD 'rhere- 
fore, says the HOLY GHOST, Ins name is as ointment 
poured forthf: even that divinely jnecious name—by 

Y Y 


• Theron*! letter I1 fuppreflej ; becaufc, a great part of it, or what it roui h to the fains 
fiurpolc, will occur in the folio will* dialogue*. Where he opem hi* conlc.etict, and dif- 
Womhu Icruplei, tear* and diArefle*. 
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which he has been celebrated in the preceding epistles; by' 
which he is distinguished in the scriptures of truth j hy 
which, 1 hope, he will be more and more revealed in my 
Theron’s mind—THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
The discovery of him under this most amiable and glorious 
capacity, will indeed be like breaking upon a vial of the 
richest unguents. "Which not only fill the room, and re¬ 
gale the sense, with their delightful fragrance} but refresh 
the spirits, and rejoice the very heart.—^ight my writing, 
or ray discourse, be as the alabastei-box to contain, to 
convey, and present these reviving odours; how highly 
should I think my self honored, and how signally my en¬ 
deavours blessed! 

You ask, “ how this righteousness of the divine RE¬ 
DEEMER becomes ours ?”—it is a question, which I re¬ 
ceive with the utmost pleasure ; and, with equal pleasure, 
shall attempt an answer. Or rather, as the SPIRIT of our ‘ 
GOD prompted the first, may the same unerring GUIDE 
.suggest the last!—^I'his he has abundantly done by his pro¬ 
phets and apostles. So that I need only have recourse to 
their writings, and collect some of the hints, which lie 
treasured up in those store-houses of wisdom. 

There we are otten told of union with CHRIST. Be¬ 
lievers are said to be in CUBIST *, and to be one with 
CHRISTf.—What is still higher, and implies a greater 
degree of nearness, lliey are members of Im hoc/jjy q; his 
fleshy and of his honc?%. —And, which denotes the most in¬ 
timate connection imaginable, they that are joined to the 
LORD JESUS, aie one spirit H with him!—As these e\- 
pressions appear dark, and theic sense lies deep, it has 
pleased our all-condescending INSTRUCTOR to illustrate 
them, by a variety of significant types, and lively simili¬ 
tudes. his remark very opportunely reminds me of' au 
engagement, which, some time ago, 1 undertook to exe¬ 
cute, but have hitherto oniitted—to make it evident, that * 


^ Col. i. ft. 


t Heb. u. 11. 
I 1 Cur. vi, 17. 


t £ph. V, 
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the blessed doctrine, for which we have been pleading, i# 
deducible from several scripture images*. A short des¬ 
cant upon some of the principal, will, I hope, at once dis¬ 
charge my former obligation, and satisfy your present in¬ 
quiry. 

This was’ shadowed forth by the costly, odoriferous, 
flowing unguent, poured upon Aaron’s head; which ran 
down upon his beard, and descended to the skirts fcf hi$ 
clothing. So the merits of our great HIGH-PRlEST are 
derived down to all the faithful j even those of the mean¬ 
est station in life, and the lowest attainments in religion. 

Was it not typefied by that instructive vision, which the 
Prophet “ Zechariah saw ?•! have looked, and behold ! A 
“ candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, 
and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the se- 
** ven lamps, which were upon the top thereof: and two 
Olive-trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and 
the other uponthe left side thereof; wliich, through 
two golden pipes, empty the golden oil out of them- 
“ selves I”. The bowl and the lamps were aprojicr em¬ 
blem of believers: wlio are, by nature , dry vesseb, and des¬ 
titute of all good; yet should shine as lights, in the midst of 
a crooked and preserve generation.—The Olive-trees, array¬ 
ed in verdure, and abounding with sap; always emptying 
themselves, yet ever full, are a very just representation of 
CHRIST, of his unchangeable love, and his inexhaustible 
gifts.—^'Phe golden pipes, through, which the olive-branch¬ 
es transmit their oil, seem to be figurative of faith in its va¬ 
rious and repeated actings, By these channels of convey¬ 
ance, the unspeakable benefits of a REDERMRR arc com¬ 
municated to our souls, and replenish those empty ba¬ 
sons. 

Another type the apostle mentions. The first Adam, he 
says, was a figure o him that was to come ||. So eminent 
a figure and corresponding in so many instances, that he style* 


• See Vol. I!, p. 553. + PfaK eKKxiii 2. 
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47* ASPASIO to the RON. 


our LOUD JESUS the last Adam *. And why ? because, 
Jike the first, he 'was a covcnaiu-hcad to his people, and 
transacted in their stead. Were we made sinners in Adam ? 
*we are made righteous in CHRIS7\ Is Adam’s sin imputed 
to all his natural offspring r so is CHRISl ’s righteousness to 
all his spiritual seed.—The consequence of botli, render the 
doctrine more intelligible, and the truth the more undeniable. 
All men hre judged, condemned, dead+; doomed inevitably 
to the death of the body, and justly liable to the death of the 
soul, on the score of Adam’s transgression. All believers 
fire acquitted, justified, i-avcd I; saved from the first death, 
and made heirs ot the resurre ction ; saved from the second 
death, and intitlcd to life eternal5 by \iituc ot CHRIST’S 
pbeditnee. 

ITiis union 'W'ithCHRlST, was not only prefigured by 
types,but displayed by avaiicty of silnilitudes, taken from 
the most familiar occurrences of life. By 'w Inch it appears to 
be cur divine MASTER’S will that we should live under the 
habitual bcliet of this momentous truth, and in the constant 
enjo5ment ot this d'stinguiscd privelege.—You cannot visit 
a iiicnd, or view \</ur children ; you cannot enrer )our gar¬ 
den,discc ursc wiili yr ur spouse, or contcnii late ) our o\\ nbo¬ 
dy,without a icprcwcntation and aremcmbrapcei of this pre¬ 
vious blessmg, 

CIlRlS'l sa)s to his disciples, hcnicforlli 1 call}cunc»t 
servants, but liiouds jj, Friends are second sclt §. St. Paul 
spcakmg ot Onesimus, uses this remarkable phidse, receive 
him as in) sc It, and, which is still more cmjjhdtical, receive 
him,that is mine own bowels ^1. Is not CHRIST’S friend- 
thip ot the most ttnder and exalted kind ? doubtless it must 
be superior to Jonatfian’s.—Jonathan loved Davie las his 
own >^001. But CHRIST loy^»d sinners with a love stion- 
ger tiian death. "1 hey w'ere dearer to him than his own in¬ 
estimable life —Jonathan exposed himself to imminent 
danger in \indicating David’s conduct. JESUS surrender- 


* 1 Cor. jcvl 45. t Ropj* T, )| i6 

I Rom. V* 19, *xl *1 John XV. 15. HoractcilUFtrgtlt^ttmt dimidtumMt0, 

t PhJem. }8, 17. 
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eel himsell to certain eleath, in making reconciliation for our 
offences.—Jonathan'interceded once and again with his 
fatlier in David’s behalf. CHRIST ever liveth, to plead 
his blood, and make intercession for transgressors.—Jona¬ 
than stripped li in.self of the robe that was upon him, and 
gave it to Davhl, and hi> garment, even to his sword, and 
hisbow, and his girdle^. Our REDKEMER, without 
stiippinghimself, has clothed us (such i.» the prerogative of 
a divine person!) with the robe ol Ins righteousness, and 
with the garment of his salvation. He has consigned over 
to us all the merit of his holy life and propitiatory death. 

CHRIS r stands related to his people, not as a friend only, 
but as aparent. He is called by a prophet, THE EVER¬ 
LASTING FATHER t; and wc arc said by an Apostle, 
to be his children Children look upon themselves, as inte- 
csted in the w'ealth of their parents. They ciLpcct, and not 
without reasonable ground, to reap benefit from it, whilo 
the parents live; aftd to become possessors of It, when they 
die. Accojdingly the father sajs in the gospel, son, all that 
1 have is thine §.—Since the high and holy IMMANU¬ 
EL vouchsafes to be our FATHER, can-we suppose him 
less generous than an earthly parent? <*r can we imagino 
that his children shall have less to hope, than the heirs ot an 
earthly progenitor? may we not, ought we not to regard all 
his communicable goods, all the benefits resulting from ias 
merit<jrious suilerings and perfect obedience, as cur j)or- 
tion ?—especially, since he is tlie testator || also ; has bc- 
‘queathed them to us by will j and, having submitted to 
death, be< Oiiie legally cjurs, 

1 am the ^TNE, sa)s our LORD, ye arc the branches 
They who believe, arc ingra.tcd into CHRIST, lake no¬ 
tice of a cyon. ^V hat are the consecju. nces of its ingrafture ? 
it is embodied with the substance of the tree,and partakes 
. of its fatness. The sap, imbibed by the root, circulator 
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into it; gives it vegetable' life; fills it with buds, decks it 
■with blossoms, and load it with fruit. If then we are one 
with CHRIST, as much as the branch is one with the 
- stock, it must follow, even upon the principles of common 
experience, that his wisdom is ours, to enlighten us j his 
jighteousness is ours,to justity us j his spirit is ours to sanc¬ 
tify us j his redemption is our», to make us completely and 
, eternally happj. ' 

CHRIST IS united to his j>eople by a tie, closer and 
dearer than the parental. T!icy are not only his children, 
but his spouvse. He is often called their Bridegroom, and 
is not ashamed to avow the tender engagement j ** I will 
betroth thee to ME for ever. Yea, 1 will betroth thee 
•* unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loV- 
ing-kindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee 
unto me in faithfulness The condescending GOD 
multiplies, diversifies, accumulates his words. And this, 
with admirable propriety, as well as surpassing goodness.-- 
The honor is so high, and the favour so great, we should 
hardly know how to believe it, and hardly venture to apply 
it ie$t therefore by a single expression, it should not be 
sufficiently established, it stands ratified by repeated as^e- 
veralion, and with all the energy of language. So that, be 
the grace ever so astonishing, we are assured, the fact is 
equally certain! He that is our MAKER, is also our HUS¬ 
BAND t. 

Let us consider what follows, upon such an union. We 
may take for an example, the case of Boaz and Ruth.—^ 
Soon as their nuptials were solemnized, she that was poor 
became rich: from a gleaner in the field, she commenced 
Mistress of the harvest: and, trom abiding by the maid¬ 
ens, had a s^’at at the master’s table.—If we are united to 
CHRIST by a marriage contract, the same effects take 
place. We that were poor, are rich in him. We who had 
nothing, possess all things in CHRIST. We that dwell in 
dust, are made to sit together with our exalted HUSBAND 
in heavenly places J. 
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If you choose some modern exemplification, what caa 
be more pertinent, than the icmarkable instance of 
your neighbour Arietta ? she was lately left a widaw, by 
the dissolute and extravagant Bellario. Her circum€tanc€Si 
miserably embarrassed, and the estate deeply mortgaged* 
Her friends looked shy, and her creditors became clam¬ 
orous.—Scarce a day passed, but it made some new dis¬ 
covery of debts contracted by the deceased. So that 
nffajrs of the survivor appeared with a more melancholy as¬ 
pect, and in a less retrievable condition. But, having 
won, first the compassion, then the affection, of the wealthy 
and illustrious Philander; how happily is the face of things 
altered ! All her debts devolve upon him,and all his dignity 
is derived to her *. He stands responsible for whatever she 
owes i and she is a sharer, in whatever he possesses.—• 
Thougli ruined by her late husband, she is more than res¬ 
tored by her present; has reason to rejoice in his affluence, 
and to glory in his honors.—Have not we also reason to 
rejoice in our heavenly BRIDEGROOM ? since a far more 
glorious exchange subsists between him and his mystical • 
spouse, lie has bore the curse, that we may inherit bles¬ 
sing. Sin was charged on him, that righteousness might be 
imputed to us. In a word, he has sustained our deplorable 
miseries, tliat he might impart to us his unsearchable trea¬ 
sures.—Docs the law demand perfect purity of nature, and 
j>erfect obedience of life ? it must go to him for satisfacti¬ 
on. Do we want grace, and glory, and every good thing? 
W'C may look to' him for a supply. I'o HIM, Thei'oiij in 
xoiwtn it has pleased ihc FATHER, that all fulness should 

If any thing can express an union, more intimate and ^ 
inseparable than the conjugal, it is that of the members 
with the head. This image is used by the HOLY GIIOSl', 
to shadow forth the connection between CHRIS I' and the 
faithful. He is the head over all things, with respect to 
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rule and supremacy; but a head of life, and influence with 
respect to the church —The head and tlie members con¬ 
stitute one natural body; CFIRlSr and his church com¬ 
pose one mystical body. What kindness is done, what in¬ 
jury is offered to the members, the head regards them as* 
done to itself. Accordingly CHRIST says to the outrage¬ 
ous Saul, v* ho made havock of the church ; Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou MEf? he declares concerning those in¬ 
digent Christians to whose necessities we administer relief j 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto them, ye have done it unto 
ME J.—The animal spirits formed in the head, are formed 
for the benefit of the whole body, and designed for the use 
of all the members. So the righteousness wrought by 
JESCS CHRIST, is wrought out for his whole mystical 
body, and intended for the advantage ot all his people ; to 
be the constituent cause of their justification, and the meri¬ 
torious cause of their salvation. 

Being then so nearly related, so closelv united to the 
blessed JESUS, it is no wonder, that believers are now 
loved with the same fatherly love, and will hereafter be 
partakers of the same heavenly glory j]—what might wc 
not expect from the ever faithful REDEEMER, if he 
Vouchsafed to acknowledge but one of these endearing 
names ? since he has engaged himself to us by all the ties, 
"of affinity and affection; may we not promise ourselves 
and with the assurance of hope, every good thing; even 
all the fuln* ss of (jOD§ our Saviour. Does not each of 
these tender iclatlons, subsisting between CHRIST and his 
saints, imply an entire property in one another, and a mu¬ 
tual p..rticipation of all that belongs to either? If this is 
included in each separately, how much more in all con¬ 
jointly my beloved is mine, and I am his. I dare not say, 
this is the poesy ot the mistical ring. Lest the thought 
ahouid apjiear quaint, and below the dignity of the subject 
But this ( xpresse^ the effect, the undoubted effect of soen- 
jiching, so ennobling, so divine an union. 
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How pleasing, yet how amazing the thought! Shall we, 
who say to corruption, thou art my father; and to the worm, 
thou art my mother and my sister * i shall we permitted 
to say, concerning the HEAD of all principality and power, 
we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones f ? 
*^what a mercy might we esteem it, not to be confounded 
before a MAJESTY so sublime and magnificent! what 
a favour to obtain the least propitious regard from the 
KING Immortal and invisible 1 what an honor, to be ad* 
mitted into his family, and numbered among the meanest of 
his servants I—But to be his adopted children; to be his 
espoused bride; to be the member's of his sacred body.— 
To have HIM for our everlasting father, HIM for the 
bridegroom of our souls,. HIM for our heavenly head ;who 
is the MAKER of all worlds, and the SOVEREIGN of 
all creatures! What words can duly celebrate, what heart 
can sufficiently admire, the condescension and the love of 
our adorable J ESUS ? or who can justly question the fruits 
of such a fellowship, and the consequence of such an uni¬ 
on? question them ! No, the fruits are infallibly sure, as the 
privelege is inexpressibly great. 

Let me once again introduce Dr. Lighfjoot^ as a great 
and venerable witness of both these truths. Laban spake 
“ high, when he said ; these children are mine, and all 
“ these things thou seest are mine. But how high and 
“ glorious is that, which may be said of a justified person ! 
V All thou hearesl of Cl IRK I' is thine; his life is thine, 
“ his death is thine,his obedience, merit,Spirit, allthine 
•—To this let me join another witness, whose testimony, 
though more plain, is no less weighty. Faith says Luther, 
must be purely taught: namely, that thou art so entire- 
“ ly and nearly joined to CHRIST, that he and thou art 
“ made as it were one person: so that thou mayest boldly 
• “ say, I am now one with CHRIST; that is to say, 

Z z 
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CHRIST’S righteousness, victory, and life are mine- 
" And again, CHRIST may say, I am that sinner, ,that is, 
" his s)ns and his death are mine, because he is united anti 
“ joined unto me and I unto him —Rich and impor¬ 
tant words ! than which nothing can give us a juster or ful¬ 
ler explanation as the Apostle’s assertion, we are parta¬ 
kers of CHRIST f. , . ' ^ 

When some foreign .ladles, of the first quality, paid a vi¬ 
sit to Leonidas’s Q,ueen ; the talk turned upon their rich 
clothes, their costly jewels, and splendid equipage. After 
they bad severally displayed their own grandeur, they in¬ 
quired after her Majesty’s finery. What she had to distin¬ 
guish her from the vulgar ?—she replied, my illustrious hus¬ 
band J.—What else ? my illustrious husband.—.And as of¬ 
ten as they repeated the same question, -she returned the 
same answer.—Could this queen speak of her royal consort, 
in such admiring, rejoicing, self-gratulating terms? and 
shall not vile sinners look upon their REDEEMER—that 
most majestic, yet all-condescending bridegroom ; who is 
full of grace and truth, full of merit and righteousness— 
shall not they much more look upon HIM, as their honor 
and their joy j the object ot their dependence, and the cause 
of their boasting ? 

You once mentioned self-importance. I hope, we have 
iiow renounced that specious absurdity. Have abjured 
tliat idol of jealousy. ' It is as much a delusion, as it is a pro¬ 
vocation. Nothing can give qs ariy imnoitance, but the 
work and worthiness of CHRIST.—Without these, we arc 
despicable and abominable. Our performances are vanity ; 
our prisons are pollution ; and both deserve to be treated, 
like that infamous king of Israel, to \nhom the prophet 
Elisha declared ; as the LORD GOD of hosts livetb, be¬ 
fore whom I stand, surely, were, it not that I regard the pre¬ 
sence of Jehoshapal King,of Judah, I would not look to- 
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ward thee, nor see thee *.—But the work and worthiness* 
of CHRIST, give us acceptance w’itli ,GOD, and dignity 
before his angels. Ihese will afford us consolation on 
earth, and procure for us estimation in heaven. Through 
these, we may lift up our heads with courage, at the Judg- 
• ment-seat; and may make our apearance with honor, 
amidst the inhabitants of glory.—Let us then exult, let us 
triumph, in our heavenly bridegpora. Forsaking all other 
causes of confidence, let us keep our hearts, our affections 
our thoughts, only to HIM. 

' I should find it difficult, to refrain from the farther pro¬ 
secution of so engaging a topic, did I not purpose to wait 
upon myTheron very speedily. Then Tshall have an op- 
ponunity of pouring into his bosom all the fulness of my 
heart, with regard to this delightful subject—in the mean 
time, let me exhort my dear friend, to be of good comfort. 
Heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning -j*. This sorrow of which you complain, may be 
thCj/ore-riinner of spiritual and pternal consolation. 

While I am writing, there appears full in my view, one 
of the finest rainbows, I ever beheld. It coinpasseth the 
heaven with a glorious circle; so glorious, that it is no dis¬ 
paragement of the Almighty CRF.ATOR, to say, the hands 
of the MOST HIGH have bended it J.—Oil what foun¬ 
dation, would I ask, is that stately and beautiful arcii rais¬ 
ed ? from what source, do all its radiant and lovely colours 
spring? it is raised on a gloomy asseniblago cjf vapours; 
and.all its rich tinctures spring from a louring clouJ,^—Thus 
does the blessed GOD, on a conviction of guiil aod a sense 
of ruin, spread faith, imprint holiness, and dliruse gladness. 
]May all these, ere long, arise in my Theron’s breast! And 
each be—bright, as that resplendent bow—lasting, as the 
sun that creates it! 

Yes; it is the ardent wish of ray soul, and sliall be my 
frequent prayer to GOD, “ that both our hearts may be 
“ comforted, being knit together in love, unto all riches ot 
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the full assurance of understanding J”, in this great mystery 
of godliness.—What vigour of expression what exuberan^ 
of ideas, and, above all, what 

here!—Assurance—full assurance—riches of the full assur¬ 
ance—all riches of the full assurance of understanding--m 
reference to our union with CHRIST, and its unutterably 
precious effects!—Can the orator express more f can the 
sinner desire more? can the saint, I had almost said, can 
the Archangel enjoy more ?—may this be the portion ot my 
dear Theron, and of 
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DIALOGUE XV. 

Aspasio had taken leave of his friend Camil- 
Jus, and was come to revisit Theron. Whose thoughts 
seemed to be in a state of much fluctuation, and no small 
anxiety. Hoping, that some proper conversation on the 
grace and privileges of the gospel, might compose and 
comfort his mind. Might, vrhile his heart was softened bjr 
humbling convictions, fix the stamp of genuine Christiani¬ 
ty ; and deliver his whole soul into the mould of* evange¬ 
lical religion. 

When fonow wounds the breaft, as ploughs the glebe, 

And heaits obdurate feel her loftemng fhower, 

Her feed celeftial then glad wildom fows 
Her golden harvefts triumph m the foil +, 

He arrived pretty late in the evening: and, being some¬ 
what weary witi the journey*, soon withdrew to his repose. 
The next morning, as Theron walked abroad, to taste the 
cool delights of the dawn; he was agreeably surprised, by 
meeting Aspa&io. 


* Ocliver into the inould-«*Roin. vi. 17.—»Which as itcontains a beautiful allufioit, 
conveys alio a veiy iniVru^livc ddmonition, intimating, that our tnindi. all pliant and 
duiftile, fiiOuld be conformed to the preempts of the gofpel, at liquid metals take the figunt 
•f iome alegaot aouldi lot* which tliey are call. 
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Tlier. So soon awake, my worthy friend and aftcjr so 
much fatigue on the preceeding day !—I had least 

expectation of your company, till breakfast. TTifen indeed 
1 promised myself a double regale—the refreshmeftts; fex'hfr 
bited on the table; and those wholesome words of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST which, more precious than man- • 
na, drop— 

Asp. How Theron !—Have you also learnt those sooth¬ 
ing arts, which polish the speech, to deprave our senti¬ 
ments ? could I have suspected the enchanting wiles of flat¬ 
tery, from my sincere, my tried, my bosom friend ? 

7her. Your friend is still sincere, and his words are very 
remote from flattery.—How welcome to the wind-bound 
mariner, weary with expectation, and sick wdth disappoint¬ 
ments, is the visit of a propitious gale ! How welcome to 
the fields, parched with drought, and gasping for moisuire, 
are copious showers of rain ! How acceptable to the Israe¬ 
lites, traveling through the inhos])itable desart, and pining 
for want of the fruits of the earth, was the miraculous sup¬ 
ply of heavenly bread I—Yet, neither propitious gales to 
the wind-bound mariner, nor copious showers to the thirsty 
soil, nor heavenly bread to the famished Israelites, could be 
more welcome to each respectively, or to all jointly, than 
your late conversation, and later correspondence, to my 
anxious soul. 

Asp. Why, I thought, you looked upon my notions as 
chimerical! Is Theron also become credulous? like one of. 
us weak-headed believers ?—has he quitted the strong-holds 
of reason r is he vanquished by the sling-stone of faith ? 
or can he submit to this strange method of salvation, by 
embracing the righteousness, and relying on the obedience 
of another ? 

71in\ I And, my reason was a feeble guide; or I myself 
not faithful to its genuine dictates. I was blinded with 
prejudice. 1 was intoxicated .with pride. A vain conceit 
of my moral powers, betrayed me, as I fear it has betrayed 
many, into a contempt of the evangelical righteousness.—I 
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held, v^hat I tliought an honor to human nature. I now 
attract’my ppinion.—I now perceive, that as my natural 
light could,not discover the vvay, neither can my personal 
obedience put me in possession, of life and salvation. No 
more banter; Aspasio :—Have done :—I am serious, and 
very much in earnest. So much in earnest, that if all ray 
ac(^uaintance of the pharisaical turn, or if all my brothers 
of the smile, should rally me on the subject; 1 would frank¬ 
ly acknowledge my error, and as freely sign my recanta¬ 
tion. 

My dear Theron, I appplaud your resolution. You 
have no more cause to be ashamed of such a practice, thari 
l^hilip had to be ashamed of the imperfection in his limbs. 
When, being observed to go lame, with a wound received 
in battle, he had this consolation suggested by one of his 
courtiers : “ never blusli, my royal Sir, for a defect, which 
“ puts you in mind jif your valour, every step you take.”— 
'Fo sacrifice our prejudices in the search of truth, is no less 
honorable, than to be marked with a scar, in the defence 
of our country. And never surely was any prejudice grea¬ 
ter than that, which pretends, by personal virtue and mo¬ 
rality, to supersede the necessity of imputed righteousness. 

I beg pardon for iny pleasantry. Since you are so very 
serious, a gay air was quite unseasonable.—You cannot of¬ 
ten complain, that I am guilty of tliis fault. Nor can you 
easily imagine, the satisfaction I shall enjoy; if, either ray 
letters, or my discourse, have administered any advantage 
to my friend. 1 shall note it down, among the distinguish¬ 
ed blessings of niy life ; anil hav'c an additional obligation, 
to love the beneficent AUTflOR of all good. 

But, as I cannot be a futtherer- of your happiness, with¬ 
out the greatest delight; so I cannot he a witness of your 
.solicitude, without a painful regret. You must therefore 
• permit me to ask the cause of that unusual vehemence, 
which I observe in your speech j and that deep concern, 
which 1 read in your countenance. 

Thei'. 1 have been considering very attentively, wliat is 
the present state, and what is likely to be with the final 
condition of my soul. 
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— . ■■■■■■ I My hopes and fea»^ 

Start up alarmed; and over Hfe*s narrow verge 
Look down~on what ? a fatbomlefs abyfsy 
A vaft eternity! 

My sins, at the same time, like an armed host, are set in 
dreadful array, and surround me on every side.—^Justice, 
like an injured and incensed foe, unsheaths the sword, and 
makes a loud demand for vengeance.-—No righteousness of 
my own presents itself, no righteousness from the law, to 
which I may fly for refuge.—The method of salvation, in 
which I formerly confided, is a bridge broken down ; and 
leaves me, without affording any possibility of escape, aban¬ 
doned to the approaching enemy. 

To a person in such deplorable circumstances, how re¬ 
viving, how delightful, is the very thought of being inter¬ 
ested in the great REDEEMER’S righteousness I—1 do not 
wonder now at a saying of I.»uther’s ; which J have some¬ 
times exploded, as strangely extravagant: “ that, upon the 
discovery of this glorious righteousness, the gates of pa- 
“ radisc seemed to fly open before him, and the dawn of 
heaven was all in view”. 

Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated terrace. 
Which, about an hour before, had been shaved by the 
scythe, and emitted all the freshness ofnew-mownherbage. 
On one side, a fine champaign country stretched its wide 
dimensions.—On the other, a flower-garden exhibited the 
last ornaments of the year.—Here you might still see the 
tutted vermilion, and the full-blown ivory, glittering through 
spangles of liquid crystal.—There, you might trace the 
footsteps of the early cattle, by many a recent print on the 
dewy lawn.—On the walls and espaliers, autumn had spread 
her stores; and was bcgining to beautify their rinds with 
many a ruddy streak, or to breath over their glossy skins her 
delicate and inimitable bloom. 

yisp. See, said Aspasio, the wisdom and benignity, 
which, in amiable and inseparable conjunction, display 
ilicmselvc s through the whob asconomy of the universe« 
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GOD has made every thing beautiful in hii lime * ; every¬ 
thing serviceable in its place. A little while ago, the fi >vv-* 
cry meads delighted our eyes, and the melodious birds c'tiar- 
med our ears Now, the tasteful fruits are preyarinir their 
d-ainties ; and presenting us with a collation, to regale our 
palate.—The whole earth, and nU tlie seasons, are rich with 
our CREA rOR\ g<iodncss. V^a, die wheU* cart’n, and 
all that replenishes it, all that surrounds it, are lull of his pre¬ 
sence. HE it is, who 

Warms in ihs imn, in the 

Glows in tlie Stars, an:l bloircnns in tivfs ; 

Livos tijrdUjTh .ill lifi-, extemis thioijgli all extent, 

Spreads und’.Viilcd, operates urilpcutt. 


-lease. 


An habitual belief of lliis truth, gives nature her loveh’est 
fispect, an.] lends hep the consummatep-w, ,- 

The breath o; violets, ant! the iikish of ro.^‘s ; !’•'. * tn;' 
l!ie woods, and the meanders of tlie stream; tiie a > 
hill, the extended plain, an 1 all the deeorali m.s of fee 
scape; then appear in their highest attrac tivv's; ih-'o * 
the soul vvlth the most refried saiisfaclion ; v\hcii G- ; 

heard —and (JOD cnitiycd in ail.- 

-Is Theron lost in thouglit, and fieiniv 

speech ? is he alone siltmt, while all liiln-pi sje au 
lilAKER’s praise.'-—Does faith in the rlc!tt’'''u^!'e 
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CHRIS r tlirow a siiadc over die works of vtreatio'; ? 1. ■; 
it not heighten their betiuties, anti enliven tlieir "neas f - 
It docs; and tti suclj a degree, that tlie religious is the o.-dv 
true Philoso})her ; nor can the pleasures of imagina-i ,i 
ever acquire their proper relish, till they are ripened by t'; ' 
exercise of devotion.—With this view then, since m} frieinl 
forbears Jet me attempt to speak : not to in-r<. :ne l-.s hjicM’'- 
ledge, but to beget faith, and cultivate devoduu in u® 
I#bth. 
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The spacious Canopy * over oui heads, is painted vyid 
blue j and tlie ample carpet under our feet, is tinged witl 
green. I'hese colours, by their soft and chearing qualities 
yield a perpetual refreshment to the eye f. Whereas, hac 
the face of nature glistered with white, or glowed with scar 
Jot ; such arch’nt and dazzling luies would, instead of exhh 
laratiiig, have i'atigued the sight.—Besides j as the several 
brighter colours are iutersnerstd, and form the pictures ir 
this magnificent ]fecc ; tiie green and blue constitute an 
admirable ground, which shews them all to the utmost 
advantage i. d o render this fine ground still more agrea- 
b!c, it is diversified, the green especially, by a multitiidt 
of intermediate kinds. Frotn the deepest verdure, which 
berders upon biach, even to the palest, which makes a neaj 


approach to grey. 

Had the air beep more humid and considerably ihickeir 
it would have dimmed the r.'us (jf the sun, and daikenccl 
tlie chearful d.iv. 'i'he limgs of all terrcstial animals, had 
been clnggcd In tlicir vital functions. Men had been su!- 
hK’utcd, V. icarut the .strangling noose ; or drowned, with 
out the over whelming i]o(jd.—Was it several degrees more 
fJun and suhddii/.'d, hr. dis would not be able to wing thej] 
\va\ tlnanagii I’ne ihiv.an’cnt; nor could the clouds be sus* 
tained, in s.» nUenuatiiig an atmosphere. It would wap) 
ll'.at h sness, wr.ii.h continually feeds the lamp ol 

liic. It would cv^i) elude the organs of respiration i anc 


V,'! • t’v'<•-j-Kipy. ” C. Itr !'.cs hy v.hich "wc tranfl^ter* 3 rnitain 

fc-'t ‘ii. < ,.i ii^<' li.. Aji j/ u )'><■, I'il i^ra./pKikm ^ iiii ; hke lonie liiitly atlctiu 

.)!' ! *'. <■' l i t- Uii'. nit.niii or Cl'. (I'iig oi till! Tal>i‘rnack*, which were goal 

irjii c-'U'iIn am Jiist l0nic vciy line numbranc, fniootl 

: tillI'lf .'Hi t. ii ;' I ’ i"'':'! 1! ir.initifihlV 'rhaii whith compariloH nwhinj 

•.»ji inoje j.u.nri) ..o'! -tjoi.c! wiin iheai'p-ij; o.'-Cii. ik.y. Ilai. xl, aa. 

*■ ---—— - -— .Gay Orean, 

'J I'lnu imu'iilul r'.'SfJ 

Uiiiicii kglit auJ ilwclf! W'here iLs fight fwctls, 

With Cvw-iiew fclight. 

■ , TjipMjofi'V 

t JI ih'j leaf'.' ’.as paf' mife to gO'thnugh. Un; fp’Jy %'ing wiH fjihjl H, thy ^ 
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we should p^asp for hrcath, with as much difTiculty, with 
as little success, as fishes haled from tlicir native element. 

The ground also is wrcuu^ht into the most proper tempe¬ 
rature. Was it of a firmer consistence, it would be impe¬ 
netrable to the plough, and unmanageable by the spade.—• 
Was it of a laxer composition, it would be incap-iblc of sup¬ 
porting itsmwn furniture. The light mold would be swt'pt 
away by whirling winds ; or the oo/.y .glebe soaltcd into 
sloughs by the descending rains.—Because, every situarioii 
suits not every plant; but that which is a nurse to one, of. 
ten proves a Step-mother to others ; tliercfore, the qiiniities 
of the earth arc so abantian'ly di\ crsifiCv!, as pM)perly to 
accommodate every species of vegetation. \Ve liave a vri* 
riety of intermediate soils, irom the io(>se disjointe j sand, 
to the stiff cohesive clav ; irom th.e rough projections or t]i« 
craggy cliff, to the soitiy swtding bed of the smooib par¬ 
terre. 

The sea carries equal evidence of a most wise pend gra¬ 
cious ordination. AVas it larger, wc sliouid want land for 
the purpos-^s of pasturage, and the opeiv.tioc.s of husband¬ 
ry. AVe should be destitute of sudi'eiciit room fir mine;: 
and forests; our subterane§n wnarchonses, ac. 1 our ;c:ial 
timber-yards.—AVas it smaller, it would not be ccg.u.he; 
of recruiting the sky, with a proper (juandlv of vr.poroo.s 
exhalations ; nor of sujuplying the earth v. iih the nccessuy 
quota, of friictilying sho\^ors. 

Do vve not discern very apparent strc*i;.“; nl ‘f;i!],anrl the 
most pregnant proofs of .goodness, in each nuhvih!';.. .’j-. i ? 
in the various tenants of the globe, and the severed a;-; ;r- 
tcnances of this great dwelling ?—It is needless to t \ p .'d- 
ate upon the move eminent and conspicnrius beauties; ell 
that shines in the heavens, and all that mules e.n the ?. u .':. 
These speak to every car, tiiese shew to i”.^ r. eye, t!te ad.;-*' 
i’able munificence of their MAKER.--it li ;i '.di; vs to 
launch into the praises of the valleys, dela aiir’i) tl u d v^uth 
herbage; or of the fields, richly replenished w iih corn. Even 
the ragged rocks, which frowti over the iloou ; tlic cuivrrncd 
quarries, which yawn amidst the lai)d; togetiier wldi liie 
mountains, those shapeless and e»'OrmoUsS prc'tuhcrances, 
which seeoi to load the ground, and, incumber tlie skies.;, 
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even tins contribute t'ueir share, to increase the general 
usefulness. They variegate the prospect j raise an agre®-* 
hMc horror in the beholder; and inspire iVis breast with a 
relipu^us awe. 1 l)ey adii new charms to the wide level of 
our plains, and shelter, ];ke a screen, the warm lap of our 

vales, 

V/e are deli^d-ted with tlie solemn gloom, and magnifi¬ 
cent asi)eci: to tiie forest. One, ubo saw the cedars ot l..e* 
banoii, was trc.iisjjoiied with admiration, at their ample- 
triu'.ks, and towering heads ; their dilFusivc spread, and ver¬ 
dant grandeur. Compiled witli which, the stately chn is' 
but a reed ; and the hrajithiiig oak a mere shrub —Was' 
our sigiit c]u<dii]cd !<jr lltc learrh, we should discover a 
symmetry mtd a dignity, altogether as perfect, and far more 
wonderiui, in those groves (;f mos' f, which acllierc to the 
ludc stone. We should conti mpl.ite, with greater stir- 
se, if not with greater rapture, those dimin-uiivc prlanta- 
tions jvvhich strike their hasty roots in the mouldy confecti¬ 
on, or wave their curious umbrage over the perished pickle f.. 

Wlioisnot chamred witn the vine, and its generous 
wanning juices ? with the melon, and its delicious cooling 
pulp? yet, were all our trees t(|produce fruits of such ex¬ 
alted qualities, or of such an agreeable relish, what would 
become of the birds! How small a scantling of such choice 
delicacies, woul',! vfiracious man resign to their enjoyment ? 
that jirovision may be made for the meanest vagrant of the 
air, as well as for the most renowned sovereign of a nation ; 
there is, in ail plates, a large growth of shrubs, covered 
annually with a harvest of coarse and hardy berries. So 


* Mr. Maujulrrl tclb iis, hr n)«D(urc<l one of the red (rs of Lcf>ajron, ant) “ founS it 
fix and ih.ity f<;t jnd fix intic!, thiuk; its i)rAncln.6 (['u.icl an hundred and eleven fcM , 
“■ its iruiiC imri i!'!. ..romij was about fixtecu leet, and then rii\sdcd into fite branches, 
** cacb ot vviiich wouid make a large tree". , 

4 Sec. tor a pro if cf this remark, the explanation of the tenth plate, 1 ® that verycutt^us, 
ve-ry cnu.'iri'iiing, and no Ids initreciive piece, intitjed Micrographia KelbiuraU.—Wtiere 
0ijr «• ’hoi coiiupaies the llr-coflbis little vegejl^Ult, with the dirnwdiou* «f thole vaft treiy^ 
yriud. ;^r(jw 111 the vigoroiudiiTtatci of Ciii»e^and Brazd. 

\ '■ ■* '' 

+ That whitifit kind of down,-which /hags the putrefying pkkle; which incrufts th*? 
iorUi.ffof lome cormpted squors} and con Aimte* what wc call mouldinclsV r» real)va 
cluAci ft little phmts. E cft faa%iS''root and a’ftalk; cadh jpreada l&r fewdas, aftd.p«>* 

4 ucc 5 iced in abunCurice, 'i! ,. . 
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coarse in their taste> that they are unworthy of the accept 
lance ot man: so hardy in their maks, that they endure- 
the extremest severities of the weather; and furnish the 
ieath.ered tribe with a standing repast* amidst all the deso¬ 
lations of winter. 

The fir, with her silver bark, and shapeiy cone; the 
beech with her quivering leaves and embowering shades, 
arc stately decorations of our rural seats. But, if there; 
w'ere no entangling thickets, no prickly thorns, where would 
tl’C farmer ])rocure lences, so closely wattled, or so strongly- 
armed t ? how could he guard the scene of his labours, or 
secure his vegetable wealth and from the bucks iierds? those 
roving plunderers, which accede to no treaty, but that of 
forcible restraint; submit'to no laws, but those of the 
coercive kind. 


Most people are fond of the Purslane’s fleshy leaves, and 
tl'.e BrocoU: the Pgum’s mealy orbs, and theLentile’s sue-- 
cuieiir nods. We spare no toil, we grudge no expence, to 
ha-vc them flourldi in our gardens, and served up at our ta¬ 
bles.— Bur there are innumerable herbs, which pass under 
tlie contein})tible character of weeds; and yet are altoge¬ 
ther «'ks desirable to many classes of creatures, as these culi¬ 
nary gifts to mankind. Who shall be at the pains to plant, 
to wuiler, to cultivate, such despicable productions ? man 
would .ather extirpate, than propogatc, these incumbratices 
of his acres. Therefore providence vouchsafes to L?e their 
.gardener. Providence has wrought on their seeds into 
such a lightness of substance, that they are carried abroad 
with the uiid,!iiations of the air. Or, if too heavy to be' 


wafted by the breeze, they are fastened to wings of down, 
W'hich facilitate their flight. Or else, are iciciosed in a 
springy case; which, forcibly bursting, shoots and spreads 
them on every side.—By some such means, the reproducing 
iprincipal is dissciniiiatecl; the universal granary is filled / 


j * Ifai, vii. 19* . 

+ Som«tW»K ‘fi tiiispurpofe is bbted in the prophecy of Ifaiah, IherofhaH not co®« 
Uiithcr, the ibomsend briars. Meanings thole lharp and ra)r -id nioui-ds, witl 

whttfhViOcywds, cern^ttlds, and other sulUval«;a tiJOiS; ^v«e plpal'y mclolc-'. 
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and the universal board furnished. I’he buzzing insect, 
and the creeping wo rm, have each his biil oi rare. Each 
enjoys a never-failing treat, cquivaletu to our finest venison, 
or to the “ fat of kidneys of wlvat 

As* the seeds of sopie plants arc iriost arTull^ scattered 
abroad, when ripe ; the seeds of e; hers are most candiilly 
guarded, till tiiey come to inarm,ly; and, i)'v I>"th coii:ri- 
vauccs, every species is not bar-, iv preserved, but in a man¬ 
ner eternized.—Some are lodged in the center of a large 
pulp ; which is, at once, their defence, and their nourish¬ 
ment. This v.e find exemplified in the tasteful apjile, and 
the juicy pear.—Some, besides the surrounding pulp, are 
inriobcd in a thick shell, hard and impenetrable as stone.— 
We cannot’pluck and eat one of* those downy Peaches, or 
incrimsoned Nectarines, which so beauritully emboss the 
wall, without finding a proof of this precaution.—Cast 
your eye upon the Walnuts, which stud the branches of 
that spreading tree, Before these arc gathered, the in¬ 
crease of the cold, and the emptiness of the gardens, will 
sharpen the appetite of the birds. To secure the fine ker¬ 
nel horn the depredations of their busy assailing bills, it is 
fortified with a strong inclosure of woo^l, and with the ad¬ 
dition of a disgustful bitter rind. 

If grass was as scarce as the Gucrnsey-Tdly ; or as diffi¬ 
cultly raised as the delicate Tuberose ; how ccrtal>;Iy, and 
how speedily, must many millions of (Uiadrupeds perisli 
•with famine ! Since all the cattle . owe thiir cliief subsis¬ 
tence to this vegetable, by a singular bci cficencc in the 
divine a'conomy, it waiteth not, ]i'<c llie C(;rn-fii'M and the 
garden V)cd, for the anntml labours of ni:m Wlien oticc 
sown, though ever so frequently cropped^ it revives with 
the returning spring, and flourishes in a hind of perennial 
verdure. It covers our meadows ; difiuscb itself over our 
plains; springs up in every glade of the foicst i and spreads 
a side-board in the most scquesticd nook. 


♦ Thofitof kidneys of Vfh<vf, Duet. a fenteno*, tick witfe eleganiUc, 

;;icri a!> vC’ouH have them# ja yin^air, or bci-n admtrca hy LOHginns. 

f Mic. V. y. 
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Since the nutriment ot vegetables ihemsclve^., lies hid un¬ 
der the soil, or floats up and dr-wn iu the air: ber.eail-, 
plunge their ro(>t‘‘ f disperse every vv'ay 

titcir fibrous suc!'v*rs, to explorr tl.>- lia'ent, t:nd attract the 
ppoper noud^'.t sn :'t; above, they expand a multitude ot 
leaver f, whicii, like ;io many open mou. />. eaicli the rains 
as they fall; i.nbibe the dews as the. : and transmit 

them through ihcir iiice oriiicc , tuc neait of t:ie plant, 
or the lob of the Iruh. 

I have L-juched upon thv' sensible creation ; and point¬ 
ed out the care of a con lc^. cmling ])rovidei;('e, exercised 
over these hiwest formali(.'ns of nature.— i he anim.d world, 
I'heron, fall,, to vonr shar n It is your.s, to descant upon 
t!'a>bc lii'^iur or’. Ts ot exiraumce: yours, to shew us the 
goo(lncs;?«jf GOO, exle..rhng its indulgent regards to them, 
their weiGre, and al! their interests —A’ui how pleasing a 
speculation nr.i.t it,be, to consider the universal parent, 
spreading ti'.e 'v.ingso: his benevolence, wide as tire arches 
of heaven, o\er tl.e immense household ot his creatures! 
cherishing ail ria* hunihes of earth, and ipr and skies, a^ 
tendcii.','as oibcioiisly, as the hen J cherihies her irPant 
brood, when she opens to tiiem her warm bu&om, and co¬ 
vers them with lier s'ht vital down. 

y'/ier. 'i ne subjeet is In good hands. Let part the se¬ 
cond be of the same strain with {lart tlie first, and th.ere 
will be no uc^.'l‘l^u)n to wisn tv^r a new .'ipeak.r'r. to my- 
self I have very httlc ineliruitii’n to taliv. Lsit 1 iLive an 
ear open and Mtentivc to your disci;urse. 

jlsp. You ] ui me in mind ol t’ue pidlosophcr, who pre¬ 
sumed to read a h.ct'ire on liio ait o‘ war, in the presence 
-of Hannibal. ILi ids impertinen:e was voiantarv, mine 
is constrained.—Sine.: you injoin me this oiiicc. Jet us pass 
from the veiicla’o.e, lo the animal wori 1. Here we shall 
• not find any tribe, nor any individual negjectcd. ihc su¬ 


it lob veiy kaJlifi;)lyreP>-^ to jIkIs two iomcc, wf vc<;fi.bl.’ fonility; my ro«t wms 

fpread out by lb* vyjte-.i., ami tL clew ]*y^i night upon ti;, Job .xx.;r. 

1 Tbi4 ftejnsto to which tlic Fiataaift HlluJt;*, Piil . c k ly.pj. i h.s is tb 

r^orefatitAviOia, \^^iii,ho»n'SAV4 0trR uicj*- Mui*.. fj* A.ad aaiviw- 

■ i: .V. 
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.pcrior classes want no demonstration of their excellent ac¬ 
complishments. At the first glimpse, they challenge our 
approbation; they command our applause. Even the 
more ignoble forms of animated existence, are most wisely 
circumstanced, and mo'^t liberally accommodated. 

They generate in that particular season, v.’hich is sure to 
supply tiiem with a stock of provision, suilicient both for 
themselves, and thtir increasing lamilies.—The birds lay 
their eggs, and hatch their young, wlicn mvriads of new* 
born, tender insects swarm on every side. So that the ca¬ 
terers, whether they be liic male or female parents, need 
only to alight on the ground, or make a little excursion in¬ 
to the air; and they meet with a feast ready drest, and all 
at free cost, for the clamant mouths at honi-\—If the sheep 
are an exception to this rule, it is because dieyare coii'^ign- 
cd over to the maintenance and protection of man.—Be¬ 
cause, they arc tame and will admit, arc valuable and will 
recompense, his assiduous attendance. He therefore, when 
they yean, fills their cribs with fodder ; and this fills their 
udders with milk. The lambs, hardened by the cold, be¬ 
come vigoroUi. and lively; and, when their milky diet fails, 
they find a profusion of nutrimcntal herbage on the soil. 

"Ilieir love to their offspring, while they continue in a 
belj)less state, is invincibly strong. Whereas, the very mo¬ 
ment they are able to shift for themselves; when the paren¬ 
tal affection would be attended with much solicitude, and 
productive of BO advantage; it vanishes, as thoiigli it hajd 
never existed.—The hen, while marcliins: at the head of 
iier little brood, would fly in tlie eyes of a mastiff, or even 
encounter a lion, in their delence. Yet, within a few 
Vvceks, tills inexpressihic tenderness turns to indifference. 
She abandons her chickens to the wide world, and not so 
innch as knows them any more. 

If the GOD of Israel inspired Bczalccl and Aholiah with, * 
wisdom, and understanding, and knowledge in all manner 
«f workmanshi]) f : the GOD of nature has instructed, haX, 
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furnished with skill and caution, the wild inhabitants of the 
bough.— rThe skill, with which they erect their houses, and 
adjust their apartments, is inimitable. The caution with 
which they secrete their abodes from the searching eye, or 
intruding foot, is admirable. No general, though fruiTuI 
in expedients, could plan a more artful concealment. No 
architect, with his rule and line, could build so commodious 
a lodgement.—Give the most celebrated artificer the same 
materials, which these weak and unexperienced creatures 
use. Let a Jones, or a Dc moivre, have only some rude 
straws or ugly sticks; a few' bits of dirt, or scraps of hair j 
a sorry lock of wool, or a coarse sf)rig of moss; and what 
works, fair with delicacy, or fit for service, could they 
'produce ? 

We extol the commander, who knows how to take ad¬ 
vantage ot the ground. V\'ho can make the sun and wind 
fight for him, as weU..as his troops. And, by every inci¬ 
dent, embarrasses the forces oi the enemy, but expedites 
the action, and lacilitates the success of iiis own. Does 
not this praise belong to pur feathery f\i(lers ? who pitcli 
their tent, {or ifyuii p!easr6) fix their peu^^ile camp, sometimes 
on those lofty, sometimes on tliose projecting branciics ; 
that wave in the upper regions of the air, or dance over the 
eddies of the stream. By which judicious disposition, the 
v|irnal gales rock their cradle, and the niurnuinr.g waters 
hill their young. hi!e both tliose circ unistauces, so a 1- 
vantageous to lhemselvi*s, 'terrilv llie shepherd, ami keen 
the school-boy. at a trembling distance.—Some hide r!ieir 
little houshold from view, amidst the shelter of i'st ■ij-.Jed 
furze. Others remove it Jrom reach, in the center cf a 
thorny thicket. By one stratagem or another, titer .ne - 
nerallv as secure and umuoiested, in their feebk a.ddi ri i, 
as the*foxes, whicdi intrcncii themselves ueo; in 'ac ' ariM • 
©r as the conics, which make their houses m - k 


If the swan has large sweeping wing-', 
stock ©f feathers, to spread over her cal' 
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wren makes up by contrivance, what is deficient in her 
bill’;.—Small as she is, she intends * to bring forth, and 
will be obliged to nurse up, a very numerous issue. There¬ 
fore, with the correctest judgment she designs, and with in¬ 
defatigable assiduity finishes, a nest proper for her purpose. 
It is a neat Rotund ; lengthened into an ova!; bottomed 
and vaulted with a regular concave. To preserve if from 
rain, it has several coatings of moss. I'o defend it from 
cold, it has but one window and only a single door; or 
rather, the window and the door are the same. 1 o render 
it both elegant and comfortable, it has carpets and hang¬ 
ings of the finest softest down.—]5y the help of lids curi¬ 
ous mansion, our little hidy becomes tiie mothe r of multi¬ 
tudes. 'J'he vivifying heat of l^or body is. during the time 
of incubation, exceedingly augmented, Mer house is like 
an oven, and greatly assl.sts in hatchi-’g Itt young. Which 
no sooner burst the shell than tliev hud lheins<dves S' rcen- 
ed from the annovance of die and mmt agreea¬ 

bly H’poscd, amidst the ovnameins or a palace, and the 
warmth of a liagnio. 

Perhaps, wc have been accustomed to look upon tlie in¬ 
sects, as so many rude scrajis of crentiou, and to rank them 
amongst the refu.se of things. Vfhereas!, if we examine 
them, without prejudice, and with a little attentiop, 
they will appear some of the most fmi.died {iieces of diviiC 
W'orkmanship. 

Many of tliem arc decked widi a ptofusion of finery.:— 
Their eyes are an asscmbk-ig<“ f of micr<jsco]H‘s: whose me¬ 
chanism is inconceivably nu e ; whofee poli.di is excjuisitfdy 
delicate j and whose whole ioim ia toucheci into the higli- 


*■ Alp?!’*'! ilo', fo fny, flit? ir.teu^ s-— Ati , .u- ^ .lUxiofik rmpted to think, from 

tW priipr.i.jiioM 'Ui,. II iS'» little riMture 'i-.st Hj,' l)..a Jet dtiwn, and fuuiiii'4 

tiK 1 c *1. nud r.nii f I en't her fdirroe. As tti; liir l-'.ul diliberstcrt vriih licTlclf---** T 
“ fli.i' i.'v, ’ll,’ dt i.rilt'«if but near a'i ..ic. l'ri.,m 1 am to prcdufc a h>>'jlr 

“ tui' ■:! lint how fhalt I 4 ai imh'’unlcls . u liiouly, wlial. nature ha* <ic- 

^ lulHcieot to hatth tlierertibrios, orclitnlh the inl'auls ”— 

4 '1 he r«\>iini)n Jly, {orinftance. Who las many nsuiral enemies ; ord, by a certain 
p. tuL.'L fjuidiarity, <3! rnataprrt dfFirioiiliieis, create-: to hei it-ll many in*rc. Whenever 
(he has a f.inrv lor it. Ihe witJ t:,kea lion by k:* liwrd, and makes no icrupleto fet her 
.ipon ihc sioic el akhig. 
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est perfection, Tbeir cloathing has all the variety and lus¬ 
tre of cojours. It is set with an arrangement of pearl, of 
diamonds, and gold. It is bordered with fringes, or lined 
■wit!) furs, richer far than silks and velvets. In short; their 
doathing is not to be equalled, ae to delicacy and splend¬ 
our, even by the most brilliant court: no, not amidst all its 
blaze of gems, :)ud pomp t)f dress. 

Their vvinjrs are the finest expansions imaginable. Cam- 
brie is mere rar.v:i=s, and lawn is coarse as suck-cloth, com¬ 
pared w?th th.ose inimitable webs. 'Fhe cases, vvliicb in- 
gIoso their wings, glitter with the most glossy varnfsii; are 
scooped into ornamental Hutings; are studucd withi radiant 
spots; or (dnked with (degant holes.—Not any ainoog them 
but are cquiped wilii wcu]>ons, or endued wdrh dexterity, 
which qualify them to f'ci/e their prey, or escape their foe j 
tO||dispatcli die hu.siiu;ss of their respective station, and en¬ 
joy the pleasures of their particular condition. 

Nuw I am in a talking humour, give me leave to cele¬ 
brate the endowments, and as>.ert the honors my puny 
clients. Yet, not so much to support their creilit, as to 
magnify tlieir adl-gracious CREArC'dd.—What? it the 
elepliant is distinguished by a huge proiioscis ? his meanest 
relations of the reptile line, are Inrnisned with curious 
antennae’''; remarkable, if notiortluin enoriu )us magni¬ 
tude, yet for their ;eadv ticxibiiity, am-l aeire sensation.— 
By which they exploj'* tlieir way, even in Li;e e-t road; 
thev-discover and a'v r id, ’«vhalover might deidc their neat 
ajiparel, or endanger their tender lives. 

Every or;e adnures that majestic creature the horse; Ins 
graceful head, and amo’.e chest ; Ins arching neck, and 
Howing mane; liis (dea'dv turuedi limbs, and iinely a iiu^t- 
ed motions. With Ua impetaous bound, he fl.ugs hunocd 


* Astennar, are'linre vorv (Irnit.T pe's wliicl), horp's cm hr..:v-. h„ 

til# head «rvdrious mlcds ' Sliv, i -.M-K.cas.hhs j oi a.m'ati, 

lo defend the-eves whenfn<iaiJi;cuU : n- rftm.;a5 a Xp-d oi tows! to vvijic thtw xvi m 
lulhed. Othei,‘.'li))JwoU-, liiaf Ptc.a-'r,' a bimd or .aiiii t'.M ti-d m-'.ti i-i. s ItM 

flair. t» ermine tb'lead..md Irr! Jn ,. r'int.-ni-y et ■ O-ffi»«y ar^ 

frequently cslffA rre.'t.T'. 
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over the ditch ; and with a rapid career, pours himself* 
through the plain. With unwearied application, he carries 
his rider from one end of the country to another j and with 
undaunted bravery, rushes into tlie fiercest rage, and amidst 
the thickest havock of the battle.—Yet the ant, in propor¬ 
tion to its size, is equally nimble ; equally strong; and will 
climb precipices, which the most courageous courser dares 
not attempt to scale.—If the snail is slower in her motions, 
she is under no necessity of treading back the ground, 
which she has passed. Because, her house is a ])art of her 
traveling equipage. So that whenever she goes abroad, she 
js still under her own roof; and wherever she straggles, is 
is always at home. 

I..et none suppose that being charged with weight of her 
apartment, she toils under an oppressive burtlicn. Ko ; 
the all-wise projector of this portable mansion, has git|cn 
it two very singular advantages ; an extraordinary .‘■olidity, 
and an uncommon iightness- By means of the former, the 
inhabitSTit dwells in security. By means o( the latter, the 
the habitation is transferred with ease.—Were her eyes sunk 
as low. Ks the body whicl'i she trails along the ground, they 
would yield but little service, and be exposed to continual 
danger, Both these evils arc prevented by an expedient, 
which notie but a (iOD, who is vronderful in counsil, could 
have devised ; and which none but n GOD, who is infinite 
in benignity, would liavc divised for suCha reptile. As the 
the fly has her microscopes lhasnail has her telescopes. - Her 
eves fixed on the extremity of four delicate shaped tubes f. 
Surpassing, as to curiou.s contrivance and w'onderful agciicy^ 
far surjiasbing, all the instruments in the Optician’s sho]>, 
and every artificial rarity in Sloane’s collection.—1 hese 
tubes, terminated with theii living glasses, the dextrous ma- 


♦ I’oms i'.'wifclf—this 5* ycremiah’s beaut.ful and cxprtilive pbrale, .Ch{ip, vih* t** 
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nager lengthen or contracts, at her pleasure j straitens like 
an arrow^ or bends like an osier. These she sheaths in her 
head, when she as no occasion to use them, nor any incli* 
nation to look about her. Or else, elevates them to a con¬ 
siderable height; turns them in any direction ; and applies 
them to any object.—How excellent is thy loving-kindness, 
O GOD r how rich thy munificence ! And both vouchsafed 
{most amijible condescension !) even to a crawling insect I 
surely then the children of men may reasonably, may confi¬ 
dently put their trust under the shadow, of thy wings 
liut see ! The Eagle stretches her pinions, and demands 
our notice. The Eagle is priveleged with pinions, that out¬ 
strip the wind. Elevated on which, she looks down on all 
that soars ; and sees flying clouds, and straining wings, far 
below. Her optic nerve so strong, that it meets and sus¬ 
tains the dazzling beams of noosi; her wide surveying glance 
so keen, that, fron\ the most towering heights, it discerns the 
smallest fish, which sculks at the very bottom of the river. 
The mole, it is true, is none of your sprightly or exalted 
ucniuscs ; but an humble hardv drudge. The mole, I am 
sensible, is no favourite with mankind ;butclcspiscd and per¬ 
secuted, as ail abominable outcast. Yet even this poor out¬ 
cast, in her groveling and gloomy state, is far from being 
disregarded by divine providence. Because she is to dig a 
cell in the earth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpetual dun¬ 
geon, her paws serve her for a pick-axc and spade. Her 
eye, or rather her visual speck, is sunk deep into a socketj 
that it may suffer no injury from her rugged situation: it 
requires but a very scanty communication of light, that she 
may have no reason to complain of her darkling abode. I 
called her subteranean habitation a dungeon \ and some 
people, perhaps may think it a grave. But I revoke the 
expression. At yields her all the safety of a foitified castle, 
and all the flclight of a decorated grot. 

Even the spider, though abhorred by mankind, is evi¬ 
dently the care of all-suslaining heaven. She is to live up¬ 
on plunder ♦, to support herself, by trepaning the idle, in?^ 
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significant, sauntering fly. Suitably to such an occupation, 
s’le possesses a bag of glutinous moisture. From this she 
spins a clammy thread, and weaves it into a tenacious net 
Expert as any practiced sportsman, she always spreads it in 
the most opportune places. Sensilde that her appearance 
would create horror, and deter, the prey from approaching 
her snare, when watching for sport, she retires from sight. 
But constantly keep within distance, so as to receive the 
very first intelligence of what passes in the toils ; and bc- 
ready to launch, without a moment’s delay, upon the strug¬ 
gling captive. And what is very observable, when win¬ 
ter chills the earth, and no more infects ramble amidst the 
air, foreseeing that her labour would be vain, she disconti¬ 
nues her work, and abandons her stand. 

I must by no means forget the little monarchy, v/hich inha- 
bitsthe hive. The bees are to subsist, not as a lawless bandit¬ 
ti, but as a regular community. It is theirs to earn a de¬ 
cent livelihood by honest industry ; not to glut themselves 
with carnage, or enrich themselves by rapine. For which 
purpose, they are actuated by an invariable inclinatiorj to 
society. They possess the truest notions of domestic oeco- 
nomy, and have enacted the wisest laws for political gover- 
nient.—Tlicir indulgent CREATOR has made them a pre¬ 
sent of all necessary implements, both for constructing 
their combs, and for composing their honey. They have 
each a natural iiannier, with which tliey bring home their 
collected swcfci.': and they form (or thcm>v.:lves the most, 
commodious st^^rehouses, in which they deposit their deli¬ 
cious wares.—'I hough made for peac e, they know how to 
use the sword. Tliey can take up arms with the utmost 
resolution and intrepidity, when arms are requisite to guard 
ibeir wealth, or repel their foes.—Without'going through a 
course of botany, they can readily distinguish ..every plant;, 
which is most likely to yield the materials proper for their 
busines'^.. Without serving an apprenticeship in tlic labo¬ 
ratory, they are complete ,practitioners in the art of sepera- 
tion and refinement. They are aware, without borrowing 
their inloimation from aualmanack, that the vernal gleams, 
ar-d summer suns, continue but forasicasun. Mindful of- 
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this admonition f, they improve to the utmost every shinin^ 
hour; knd lay up a stock of balmy treasures, sufficient to sup¬ 
ply the whole state till the blossoms open afresh, and their 
flowery harvest returns. 

Let the peacock boast, if he pleases, his elegant topknot 
and lofty mien; his neck adorned with varying dyes, and 
his train bespangled with a round of stars.—Yet let him 
know, that the despised butterily, and even the loathed 
caterpillar, are as sumptuously arrayed as himself. Their 
gems sparkle with as high a lustre, their robes glow with 
as great a profusion of colours. Nay ; all their (ornaments 
have, in point of elegance and delicacy, just the same supe¬ 
riority to his, as the phaeton engraved on a connoisseur’s 
ring as to rlie phaeton carved in a statuary’s shop. 

Docs beautV sit in state on that lordly bird ? she shines in 
miniature on the vulgar infect. Is the master of this low¬ 
er creation, ennoided with the powers of reason.? the 
meanest classes of sensitive existence, are endued witli the 


faculty of instinct. Which gives them a sagaeirv, that is 
neither derived (rom observation, nor waits for the finishings 
of exj^erience ; which, without a tutor, teaches them all 
necessary skill: and enables them, without a pattern, to 
perform every needful operation. And, what is tar more 
surprisitsg, never misleads them, citlief into erroneous prin¬ 
ciples, or pernicious practices: never tails them, in the nic¬ 
est or most arduous of their ui.dertakings 
.Can you have patience,to foIL>w me, if 1 step Into a dif¬ 
ferent element, and just visit the watery world ?—Not one 


among the innumerable myriads, which swim tue 'oouncliess 
ocean, but is watched over by that exalted eye, whose 
smiles irradiate heaven of heavens. Not one, but is 
supported by tha^lmighty hand, wdiich crowns Angels and 
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Archangels with glory.—The condescending GOD, has 
not only created, but beautified them. He has given the , 
most exact proportion to their shape, and the gayest colours 
to their apparel; a polished snaootliness to their scales, and 
a remarkable sleekness to their skin. The eyes of some, 
are surrounded with a scarlet circle ; the back of others is 
diversified with crimson stains. View them, when they 
glance along the stream, or while they are fresh from their 
native brine ; and the burnished silver is not more bright, 
the radiant rainbow is scarce more glowing, then ihoir vi¬ 
vid, glistering, glossy hues. 

Yet, notwithstanding the finery of their apparel, we are 
under painful apprehensions for their welfare.—How can 
the poor creatures live, amidst tlie suffocating waters ?—as 
they have neither hands, nor feet nor wings, how can they 
transact their affairs, or how escape their enemies ?—we 
arc soon freed from our fears by observing, that they all pos¬ 
sess the beneficial, as well as ornamental furniture of fins. 
These, when expanded, like masts above, and ballast below, 
poise their floating bodies, and keep them steadily upright. 
We observe, with farther satislaction, the flexible play, and 
vigorous activity of their tails. With which they turn 
short; spring forwards j and shoot tlicmsclves through the 
paths of the sea, more swiftly tlian sails and oars can waft 
the roval yatch.—But we arc lost in wonder, at the exqui- 
sft e contiivancc, and delicate formation of their gills. By 
which they arc accommodated, even in that dense inediutn,_ 
with the power of breathing, and the benefits of respiration. 

A piece of mechanism this, indulged to tlie meanest of the 
fry ; yet surpassing, infinitely surpassing, in the fineness of 
its structure, and the facility of its operation, whatever is 
curious in the works of art, or commodia‘ 2 ;s in the palaces 
of princes. 

Thcr. Some persons, Aspasio, have the art giving dig- - 
nity to trivial, and spirit to jejune topics. I cannot but 
listen, with a pleased attention, to your discourse; thougli 
it descends to the lowest scenes, and meanest productions 
of nature.—To make such philosiphical remarks, was usual¬ 
ly my province j to add the religious improvement, your$. 
But my thoughts, at present, wholly taken up with the coi^r 
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sidcration of my SAVIOUR’S ri ghteousness. ; I can han^- 
Jy tlirn my views, or divert my speech, to any other sub- 
All those amiable appearances of the .external rr-«- 
tiou, ^which* I was wont to contemplate with rapture, afford 
bujt a languid entertainment to mv mind.—Till my iiiterest 
in this divine REDEEMER is ascertained, the sprinj^ m' y 
bloom ; the summer .shine; and autumn sw'cll w'ith fruits: 
Wit it will be'wintcr, chcarless, gloomy, desolate winter in 
my soul. 

Yon say, 7heron, you attended to my cnr.snry hint*-. 
Then, your own superior discernment could not but per¬ 
ceive, bow every part of the exterior world is adjust«*d, in 
the most excellent and gracious manner,—Not the eo.irstst 
piece oi’ inactive matter, but boars the impress oi MA¬ 
KER’S fashionino; skill. Not a ^ir)gie creature, rovrevor 
insignificant, but* exhibits evident demonstr itions or hi.s 
providential cai;^. His hanrl is liberal, profusely liberal, to 
al] that breatlis, and all that has a being. 

Let me only ask—and to introduce this question, with 
the greater {>ropriety ; to give it a more forvibic energy on 
on our minds; was the principal design of tlie preceding 
remarks—let me ask ; does (lOD take care for oxen ? is 
he a generous benefactor to the meanest animahs, to the 
lowest reptiles are his muniticent regards extended farther 
>till, and vouchsafed even to the most abject worthless ve¬ 
getables? and shall they be with-held from };ou, mv dear 
friend, or from me ?—not (me among all the numberless 
productimis, which tread the ground, or stand rooted to tiu? 
soil, wants any convcnienc(^, that is proper tor its respec¬ 
tive state. And will his heavenly FA'l'HER deny 1 heron, 
what is so ‘neces.snjy to hi.s present comfort, and his f nal 
happiness ? imp<^;s(^ble t! 

C c 


*■ t Cor- ix. 9 

1 Jtnow r.Oihow to fo.-besr uaii'< riCioij; a para.jTapb,/roirj one of or..- pfrloillra? pa¬ 
pers j which contains a propofal Of'tuial philoiopby to the (-..prtiK t-f diil- 

.(jirin. .Wifhing, at th<; lantt time, that the inauthor vo»jJ J t-Urre hi., IkrrrW uko 
a treatiic; aa^ execute il.c plan, winch be '» judiciouily and ti -wh.ch h« 

hn ui to i- iVrci tiwi. 





IT ...piAl-OGUES. ' 


wish for, but I can hardly hope to paiftafec pf, 
that spmtiial blessing ! which always included niy 
itappiness, and now ingrasses my whole concern. • 
Asp. Not ^one to partake of !—What pratencCv what 
shadow of foundation, has this despending temper, either 
in reason, or in scripture ? is it not evident from the whole 
book of revelation ? is it not apparent, throngfh the whole 
Compass of nature ? that the Almighty LORD, ** who go- 
veimeth the w^orld with the palm of his hand*,”'is remote, 
infinitely remote, from a niggardly disposition. He not on¬ 
ly provideth for the wants but even satisfeth the desire ofeverif 
living thing f. 

Consider those stately poppies, which are now the princi¬ 
pal ornament of the garden, I'hey have no tongue to re¬ 
quest the least favour. Yet the evcrgracioiis MAKER, 
clothes them from his own wardrobe, and decks them with 
exquisite beauty.—Observe the young ravens, which sit 
carelesly croaking on yonder boughs. T)o they cry ;|; for food ? 
it is »n hoarse unarticulate accents. Yet the all-supporting 
GOD, hears meaning in their noise ; and supplies their 
every need, from his own spontaneous bounty.—If he ac¬ 
commodates tiie former, though iricapable of asking j 
if he attends to the latter, though insensible of their bene¬ 
factor ; can he disregard our pressing w'ants ? will he re¬ 
ject our earnest petitions ? especially, when we seek such 
]mie and exalted gifts, as it is both his dclightaodhishonor to 
bestow. 

O! My friend, look abroad into universal nature, and 
look away every disquieting thought. 

7 her. Did you inquire what pretence I have for this 
desponding temper! Alas! I have moi'e than a-pretence. 

I have a reason. A reason too obvious 'j‘>my great i tinwcr- 
fhiness! ■ ^ 

Jcp. Pray wljcre was the worthiness of tni'e-stiff-necked' 
Isi'acH/es r yet ili'e IXiRD bare them, and cartkd them, alt 
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the dmitofoiu ‘—where was the worthiness of Saul the 
bl4temer f Yet the blessed JESUS made chosen 

vessel handset him ® ‘ And 

ser^e nothiti^ at the hand ot GOD our SA 1 vire-mv of 
%vhAt did Joseph’s brethren deserve from the viceroy of 
of'E^rypt^yeHic delivered them from famine, who sold 
him to^slavJy . He settled them in the choicest tcrntorip, 

who cast hiof into the horrible pit. He * 

friend and a father to those unnatural relations; "''n 
his actual betrayers, and his intentional muideiere. And 
can von persuade yourself, will you lar our a s^ n J 
tiiat CMlUSr is less compassionate than Joseph, shall a 

frail mortal out-vie IMMANUEL ’’c«<-i’«nce r 

Ther. Is not some righteousness of our own indispenj- 
bly required, in order to our participation of the iighteous- 

Yes,^slch a righteousness as Eaccheus the publican, 
or the Phillippiaivjailor possessed.— Zaccheus was a man 
of infamous character, and chief among _ the, extoitioiic^. 
'I'he jailor was a barbarous persecutor, ano m purpose a self- 
murderer. Yet our LORD says to the. lorn,or, liis day 
without enjoining any course of previous preparation ; this 
very day, will I abide at thy house. Ami l»m., men to 
such a kandalous t dwelling, itnpart even to its 
owner, mv great salvation.: St. laul irec s u , 

without iL-isting upon .any antecedent duty or reformation. 

to believe on the LbRD JESUS, ‘I*; . 

•sirarer, trembling on the very brink of despaii.tnat, in so 

doin!]r, he ^ihall be saved. ^ , wt * 

“ Thus, might he have added, was I myself saved, ^ot 

« while ! was exercising righteousness; 

“ obtamed; righteoy^ncss; but in the 

" uh^lbess cruelty. ® rnv 

** threatenings vdnd slaughter, against the^^ is 

** LORD i nay, when I was drawing nig*^ lo Demascus^ 

• I fat* IxiU 9* 

tiat iiafj»ncr«notonoo*f»ni»er. See tiKtinp , . , 
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** spd upon the point of executing the most diabolical dc- 

‘^igns”. 

Arc not these remarkable cases, so many acts and prece¬ 
dents of llie court of heaven ? were they not recorded for 
oi:>- observation, imitation, and comfort ?—if so, nothing is 
re uired, in order to our participation of CHRIST and his 
benefits, but only that wc receive them. Receive them, 
as the freest of gifts, or as matter of mere grace, vouchsaf¬ 
ed to the most unw'orfhy. 

I'he.r. Is it not necessary, that we have, at least, a con- 
viciion of our need of these benefits, and a sense of their 
nn>-peakablc worth ? 

Asp. Not as the condition of our enjoying them. Not 
as giving us a warrant to claim or posses them. The pro¬ 
per business cf such convictions is only to act as sliniuln- 
tives; exciting us, earnestly to covet, gladly to receive, the 
unspeakably needful gifts.^—Come; only come; is our 
NIASlER’s language. Without staying to acquire any 
goodiy-quallties, is his meaning.—Our REDEEMER and 
his benchts, are like a free port. You enter, without pay¬ 
ing any duty. And though the plague, the plague of guilt 
be in yfuir vessel, you need not stay to perform (piarantinc ; 
r.o, nor delay a single moment.’ 

7//rr. S’.irely, to come without any holiness, without any 
deer preparative, must be a gross indignity to the divine 
J EbUS. Whoever pre^ents a petition to any earthly sovc- 
is-lgo, vvill think it absolutely necessary, not to appear in a 
ilovenlv' coLhabilie, much less Mi filthy raiment. Docs mot 
ojr LORI.) iiiniself in the parable of the wedding-garment, 
ir.culcate this very point, and caution us against a presump - 
tuc-as ajiproach ? 

A^p. ill this parable, CHRIST is ^oth tbo bridegroom, 
the feast, and the wcddtng-ganncnl^^x And who are in¬ 
vited to an unipn with this bridegroom ^'^to be guests at 
this feast ? to be arrayed with this wedding-garment?—ihc 
messengers are sent, not to the mansion-houses of the ricE, 
oi ihc palaces of the miglity ; but to the higk-wa^s afid 
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Where misery ; mourns; and poverty pines; and 
baseness hides ]icr head.— To whom is their message addres¬ 
sed ? not to the amiable or accomplished. But to thepoor, 
the maimed the halt the bUnd\. Persons who have no re* 
commending endowments, hut every lothesome disgusU 
jkl property. Yet these (mark the passage, my friends 
mark well the encourageing circumstance) theae are not 
only allowed, but intreated—importuned—and, by all the 
arts ot persuasion, by every weighty or winning motive, com^ 
pdled to come in. After ail this, surely, it cannot be an act 
of presumption to accept, but must be a breach of duty to 
refuse the invitatation. 

Ther. You take no notice of the man, who waj found 
without a wedding-garment. Which is by far tiie most 
aUinning incident, and that which gives me no small uneasi¬ 
ness. 

Asp. And does my Tlieron take proper noticcj of the di¬ 
vine declaratitwi? I have prepared my dinner says the Kino 
eternal. Alt things are ready J whatever is necessary for 
” thejustifjcation, the holiness, the complete salvation of 
sinners, is provided in the merit and the grace of my 
SON. L*et them come therefore, as to a nupt-al ban- 
“ quet j and freely enjoy my munif.cence ; and feast their 
“ souls with the royal provision.’* 

'fhe man without a wedding-garment, denotes the spe¬ 
cious superficial professor; who is calledby CHRIST’sname 
but has never put on CHRIST JESTS by laitli.—Shall X 
tell you more plainly, whom this character represents; yoU 
yourself my dear Theron, was, some months ago, in the 
state of this unhappy creature. When you trusted in your 
.self, andthoughthighly ot your own, thought meanly of your 
Saviour’s righteousness.—If your former mistakes made 
' you tesembh^^inm, like a partner or a brother ; take hee^, 
lest your prSent objections rank you in the number of his' 
neighbour or cousins. 

Let us li^.ita'e a better example, imitate the returning^ 
prodig:d, lie came, with no recommendation^ either tif* 
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(fress, of person, or of character. None but liis nakedness, 
his misery* and an acknowledgment of vileness, whic'h had 
every aggravating, not one extenuating circumstance. . Yef' 
he was received—received with indulgence—received witn 
dairesses—and, without staying to provide any hatidisome 
apparel of his own, was cloathed with that best robe, the 
rife of a saviour’s righteousness. 

Let us accustom ourselves to consider this inddmparable 
robe, uiSder its proper evangelical character. It is not a 
mattef bf bargain, nor the subject ot sale, but a gift, the 
gift of righteousness, says the apostle. And gifts, we all 
agree, are not to be purchased, but received.—^'Fhat vve 
may not nnaccounfably neglect, what we so perfectly know, 
the parable you mention, is a strong, standing, seasonable 
admonition. It teaches us another kind of fear, than that 
which has alarmed your mind. It teaches us to fear, lest, 
by not accepting this sacred gift, we incur the divine dis¬ 
pleasure. 

Thcr. How, Aspasio! Can this be the sense ol the pas¬ 
sage? 

Asp, The guests, you know, consisted of poor outcasts, 
’They were collected from the hi|;h-way^and hedges. Now 
w’c cannot suppose, tliat people m such circumstances, from 
such a situation, and coming at a minute’s warning, should 
be able tf> iurnish themselves with a dress, suitable to tlic 
grand occasion. Wc ipust therefore suppose, (which is ve¬ 
ry conformable to the eastern customs) that the king had 
ordered his servants, to accommodale each guest from the* 
roval wardrobe, fhat each might have this additional to¬ 
ken of his sovereign’s favour i and all might be arrayed in 
a manner, hecoming the magnificence of the solemnity-^- 
The unhappy person, who aifw bound h^nd and fooi^dn^ 
mst into outer darkness, had, no doubt, an ofl^of the nup¬ 
tial suit. But he refused, cither, to receive it, onto wear iti; 
and rudely made his appearance in his own garments.f*^ 
Which, however they might comport with his private static 
on, pt answ^er is personti conveniencies, were infinitely too 
mean for his illustrious ceremony.—The king, resenting 
such a behaviour, as an insult on. hjs ,^lajesty, and a con¬ 
tempt of his bounty, mos^ justly condetnped the negligent 
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and disdainful wretch to a severe punishment A punish* 
pient you will observe, not for tlie commission of former 
iniquities, but for the refusal of present grace. , 

; .7^erv ** The refusal of present grace!” Is this the only 
crime, with which you can suppose him or me chargeable? 

Aspn Hot the only, but it is the most provoking, and thf- 
most d^§t|ucdve crime. ^ 

77/^r,’ Is'nothing then, nothing to be done qn our part ? 
Anp. You are an admirer of nature, Theron. Read yout; 
favourite book, or hear your favourite author. 

Nature is chriftian, J)reachcs to mankind, 

And bids dead matter aid us in our creed, 

Ther. Explain yourself, Aspasio. I siiould be glad to 
find in the volume of nature, any tiling adapted to remove 
my distress, and encourage my hopes. 

Asp. Wlienr*tlie ATAilGHTY made man, and placed 
him in this habitable world, did he say ? “ here is a dwell- 
“ place, furnish yourself with accommodations. Here are 
** materials; let your own skill form-the trees, the fruits, 
‘‘ the grain.’'—Or,did he say? “herethey are, ready forin- 
“ cd to your hand ; only do something, in order to qualify 
** yourselves for them, or entitle yourselves to thcin.”^— 
No; his language was; *• they are fully prepared. You 
“ are welcome to make use of them all. 'I’hey arc my 
“ free gilt, to my needy creatures”. 

'* In like manner, \vlien,he sent his SON into the world, 
to make the atonement for sin, and to work the justifying 
righteouinCdS, he said jiot to fallen man ; “ do your part in 
“ this grand business. At least make yourself, in some de- 
gree, meet tor, these benefits.”—No but he spoke, or 
“ rather ndw.spcaks in the gospel, to this effect. The work 
“ is all done ; with a perfection that is ubsohite, and ad- 
“ mitsmf nd addition. The benefitsare, not to distinguish 
“ merit, but to recover the ruined. Therefore, as ruined, 
“ undeserving, guiity creatures, you ^rc welcome to apply 
“ t|nd enjoy them all”. 

Ike 7 \ What I Is not heavenly-rriindedness to be exercis- 
cdt no victory ovet w liists gained nd fruifs of sanctificati¬ 
on produced,? 



as 


•lAlOfeUES. 


Jsp, .These legal apprehensions! How closely they 
tlcave to my Theron’s mind I But I hope, the word ofGop 
which pierceth to the dividing asunder the soul arid spirits 
will give the severing blow.—And what says that sacred 
Word ? it describes the gospel, as a will or testament * 'i add 
all its glotious blessings, as- legacies bequeathed by the dying 
JESUS. — When your old acquai ntance Charictes Ich you 
a handsome legacy; what did you do, to establish your d* 
tie and make it your own ? 

7%fr. My title was pre-established, by my friend’s do- 
hation* I had nothing to do, but to claim, to accept, and 
to possess. 

Jsp, Do the very same, in the present case. CHRIST, 
having merited pardon, and obtained eternal rcdemj)iion, 
made his last will, and recorded it In the new testament. 
There he disposes of those unsearchable riches. And who 
are his Legatees r not the holy or the heavenly minded but 
sinners, lost sinners of' mankind. Under this character, 
you are to claim, accept, and possess the great 1 ESIW- 
TOR’s beneficence.—Sure y(iii cannot suppose, that- 
CHRIS T’S kindness is less sincere, or that CHR IST’s dona¬ 
tions arc less valid, tlian those of an earthly defunct. 

Ther. 'This illustration liardly reaches the point, 1 speak 
not of doing anv thing, under the notice of merit, but of 
^uali/icaiion. 'That which may not entitle us to CHRIST, 
but only prepare our way to him. 

Asp. By such notions, instead of preparing your way to 
CIIRIS r, you fill it with stumbling-blocks, precipices, and 
deep pits.—as to qualification, if be any such thing, 
it is our extreme indigence ; end this,, I presume, you arc' 
not witliout. Other qualification, nciihcc reason prescribes; 
nor scripture rcc[uircs. 

4 


■* iWo. i;<* ifi JJi ■iiia»n»tltMin<itOttiyniHstiiroufbthe{criptal‘ei,l»utjt9iu3*«an- 
evfii in title pajj*-—Wiut »r< ihty cillcd i' TllS OLl> »nd THE NEW 
j SsTAS*5r.l< r. Wlwt isa icftajmnt I auaatfaeotic deed, tM wUicii aftati* are trwiamit- 
'lei., sad Ju ather ultaiiwiiu. fat«« e*nhly f offtffion {'i« ibiSj Uso 

pdt*!siio«y, tvea vll »l»e riehw afgraae, atfd tiai e««rlaftuiiC iahsritunec of glory* 
U.d-t^ckonfidcr tk-ii-ript»)c‘» in tiiii light, a be a Bioft eafasiog invitation, to 

Ii.,us.ruliui* wiiiiadidu.ty and plcaldw. Wflut cWd ia wdliiig to continueipiorantdf a 
deotvsled parent’s tail wjU add leJUaicul ? -H'bo dost not covet to kitiw what honorajf 
l.trcd.uitieni.s. .'Jid wciiilt devolve :o h i enjoyment, by !bc!j m miereihnj; and venciitble 
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Beasou prescribes iw of her .-—The "ifts of the eternal SO- 
VEREICiN arc intended, not to recognize our imngii)''ry 
worth, but to aggrandize our ideas of his immense Jiberaii- 
tv,. They are intended to shew foith the exceeding riches' 
of his goodness j wliich jraich^i'.s and saves, not only vvltiiout 
merit, but against demerit. To an^^vcr such a design, the 
unworthy and the sinners arc cluiy cjualided ^ nav, arc the 
onl^ qualified persons. 

Scripture rapiiirs no other .—The evcr-racrciful SA'N^I- 
OUR says not; th^\- arc unqualified for my sah,ati.'u. 
They have no valmihle or noble acquircmcuil>,!t this 
IS his tender complaint ; ihep ivill not come to nc, ]v.sl 
Ii-ey arc ; v,ith all their sins about them ; wnii ah guilr 
U})On (hem ; that thcij mau have nje *. 

Pray, take notice ot this text; and veu 'wT <.ae ('.T-.-s 
pheeci in a newligiit. You uil! hciad l CUhth/l' a,; '.t a, 
new eharacter, and ids r.umed i i a m'-v <a-' ■ 

Sanctification, hcVvcniv-miiuiedr.esand a \ict uv f,ur 

whieli lie rc(j'iirc:>, hj; h.a.- ’lixs- 
Not wlxu \vc hr.’]'; t ^ ifi-n, a.'s hi- 


h: 


1! ] *.? 
***•*) *.4 


lusts are not ti;c qua;:'a 
iings Vvliicli he ca-ulera 

trodi'.ctor) conditions; Ivjt vvlnit we receive tro;,j 
the fruit o[ iiis Miileriugsi a’.Hl the C <.1 til' L t I i > 1 i i ^ 

Ther. The unworthv and siuneis, t;ie rhv v o h ii vl ' ” 
Of this cx-pression 1 cannot but take ji.uii..:. ; r ;; tie 
Then hiuas should stand in the first raul: (U cpi^Uiii -■{ ,. 

sons! while tlic devout centurion, \v\:<-se p;-;:.'.'-, a; ; 

came up as a memorial helore must lu.-i.h--.' -jj. 

qu'&lifjcd for the favi'r of lienvrn. 

/Lsp. If}Oi! obscr\eiI mv e'xpr■:^^:fic;■n, Ispoheinthelo... 
pothetical rnnnpor f. a ruprJo^i^;,)ll, rather th:!i! 

vanced an asserfum. /I there be any quahlicatior., tlis is 

1) i> 


« johuv.43. 

* If t'ne rsaiiei fliould obje^ion is not t'dly stiUvcm ,i. ti,« dUkiemv 

>nay, in rtm mauuei, be Inppliok ju os was luirK'vr.ilv qualr\ca, a it>'! sui.ci ; i.tir 

ne refi>(*d tliL grace, ihiijugii diriri’li and deipair. < nr r!it ' i'ldrid f i.,...■! 

foi, wasan cflual partaker of divine gra*«. ^ VV’ti'cll tnclined him oiTar no f«rri'*rc!, ,>f 
a«.k.nowicd;jiitient, ah«r ijc liad i.ticd ,011 tlie oidy id«.rilswi‘ol ai-o'tr.uen;.’ 'it, Vos ,■ 
S 185 , 
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the only one. But strictly speaking, th«re is no such thing. 
The Impulsive or inclining cause of all GOD’s goodness ex- 
eicised, is—frOm the creature ? no ; but from himself, hirrr* 
self alone. He has mercy, net because this or that |>crsOn 
is amiable, is meet, or qualified, but because he tvill have 
mercy.—>As for our need of mercy and reconciliation, aris¬ 
ing from a state of sinfulness, this can no mare constitute d 
real qualification tor the blessings, than an act of rebellion 
can qualify for the first honors of the state. 

But this we must allow; that such need, such misery, 
such sinfulness, illustrate the freencss, and maniiest the 
riches of grace. This also we should never Ifjrgct, that 
GOD's first and leading purpose, in all his favourai>!e dis- 
pcn>'itions to fallen man, is, to demonstrate the sovereignly, 
and display th.e glory ol his grace.—The 1^0promisiirg 
a very extraordinary ckdiverance lo Israel ; promising ail the 
hlcssing.s of the new covenant,says; not for your sak.es, be 
it known unto you, do I this" signal a^t of kindness.—For 
ye have disoi>cved me your own laml, and dishonored 
me among the Heathen.—What then is the inducement ? 
^vc find it in the following declaration ; i, even I am HF, 
that blotlcth cut your trajigres.sions for my own sake f. Be¬ 
cause, I am unspeakably kind. Because, I drliglit in loving- 
kindness, and have pleasure in tiie salvatu)5i of sinners,— 
is the end of all ii is for Ihc praise of the ^lory of 
fi!-:Lp'diyf^. A proper motto for all tlie displays of divine 
benevoiciicc to sinful creatures., Ibpecialiy, for the gifkot 
a pericct and everlasting riglueousnes'... Which is, to 
man tiie Dlessing of blessings j Vnd to GOD the glory of 
glories. _ ^ ^ 

77/! /'. This is a gift indeed !—’To be int'^rested in all the 
merits of CHRIS i ! To have his immaculate righteousness 
imputed to my soul!—So that from henceforth there shall 
be n f tear of condemnation, but a comfortable cnjoymcivt 
of freest love, and a delightful expectation of completeat 
glory ! 


* Kieli, jl. 
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Asp. Admirably spoken! Of all these blessings Christ’s 
righteousness is truly meritorious, and certainly productive. 
And why should you not by receiving the latter, enjoy the 
former? why should difiidence, like a malignant spectre, 
haiint your thouglits ; thwart your paths \ and hold back or 
uhnervfe your hand ? 

If this rich donation, surpass your very thoughts, and fill 
you with grateful astonishment; it is so much the better 
adapted to exemplify, what the scripture very emphatically 
styles, the abundant, the superabundant, the exceeding 
abundant * gra'^c of our GOD.—GOD is a boundless ocean 
of love ; ever ilowing, yet absolutely inexhaustible. See ! 
What an innumerable variety of benefits, are transmitted 
from yonder sun, to gladden all the regions of nature ! Yet 
the sun is but a spark ; its highest splendor, no more than 
a shade *, its uninterrujitcd and most profuse communica¬ 
tions of light, n poor diminutive scatiiLin^ i compared with 
the riches of cir/nie beni^nihj. 

The servant in the parable, who owed ten thousand ta-t 
lents f, craved only some merciful forbearance. 'Whereas, 
his generous lord remitted the whole sum, and gave him an 
acquittance in full - I forp^avc tkccall that dehf 'l. —You won 
der, and very deservedly, at such va^t generosity. But, 
what had been vour admiration, if vou had seen the ludde 
master admittin.g tliis obnoxious slave, to a siiaie in his di:;- 
nity ? what, if he had made so v.'orthlfrss a wretch, the child 


of his family, and the heir of liis estate ? this, you are ready 
To say, would c.xcecd tlu'b )unds of credibility, bet CiOD 
Almighty’s stupendous Hhencficcnce exceeds all this. He 
not only spares guilty/(features, but makes them 
makes themoS his kingdom j ami, a-; an intro- 


• ♦ % Cer. ix. i.^. 

■f 1/ t’leie were tif golJ, tV.« (u;ti would amniint. to feve:'.ty-tw 3 mi'u.'ons ftCi- 

lin^. II only taltiit* i:; iilrnr, tbt dah: would nayc bwen four milho*';. !nwr 
thoufand poundi. HLcn!).- fiur LO'I U .'i-dl. Ib-'nibc-ntly intinatt-f,'hs v.i't n.iinb?;', .uiA 
the enormous mijmtode (>f our oilenc€.N ag.u ilt GO U ; vt 'o; t>i,r t.itvu o.capau- 

ty. of mtlUne anv latwiaft'on ; autl his motk m3(-;nifafi'i\£ ; -a.'., ju ir'.'el'' forjjiv’tig 
«8JJ| 
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dr.ction to all, or rather as the crown ofall, makes them par* 
of his son. 

'Ther. The is inestimable; of more value than all 
worlds. It will render me blessed and happy, now and fOf 
ever. » 

Asp. Then it is perfectly agreeable to the glorious gospel 
of the blessed GOD. lienr, what tlie first writer in the 
christia.n church says, upon this charming subject.—‘‘The 
gospel comprehends, a dicharge from punishment; a rc- 
mission of sins ; thi,' gift of righteousness; the endow- 
“ meut of sinrthicatinn ; redemption from every evil; the 
“ adoption of sons ; tl'ic inheritance of heaven, and a most 
“ ondeared, a conjugul relation to the infinitely majestic 
SON of (>Ol). y\!l these divinely precious privileges 
“ priMcncdj presented, vouchsafed, to the foolish, to the di?,- 
“ ubcdieiit, to enemies.” 


'l !in\ May such unworthy persons look for blessings, so 
supe ra t i V e i y excellent? 

Asp. Lnwortiiy !—My dear friend dwell no longer on 
that absolute topic. Kemembcr the poor ragged creatures 
that sat shivering and starved underthc hedges, Wore they 
worthy to receive an invitation, they worthy to be rdlowcd 
e.dieibaion, to a magnificent court and a royal banquet.? 
A:>M.ire vourseii, the greatest unworthincss is no objection 


in Ctv/Tj’s aeeouuL Since he never looks at any thing aiiiia- 
Ih.. in ii,c createie, tliat may engage him to slievr mercy ; 
nor yet at a.iy th’.i'ig aboniinablc in th.c creature, that may 
cv itM-iiuici him tidm sliewiirg mcriV. Not for your sake, but 
d//- /,¥7; o\n sake, is h:;> invan'able <.jgcrec. 

Vt nh wgard to worthiness, this is l.u much disavowed bv 
the gospel, as cauivveaG^ gereratiou is i^ixploded by thenio*- 
dein pinlosophy. Thegoiyci being a gracious provisiorf> 


* TI'’c ancienfs 'jnailinttl, tbatir^? y vegrljl irs pm\ initits v'cre proflaccrJ hy, I know 
nr.t V'hiJ?, pl.ltK [■•i.sv/er in ii'w !.t:u iiioi o'.Jii-i eien'tjitfl. 'J hi.s is called rj’a/rcrul Ecreration. 
- e J^hiloiofihors i!is‘i.tain, that cveiy indiviJial oi this kina, derives 

,i> ■ ill.Hi I'itTic } or f arcj»t-*jt)iinal. 'Ihis.is. ilyled hwyvhoca! gc-niraU**. 

T I'cli, i.'fo.ni ir.i- iM ov/ uni', trial! y re ijralionat, thimt-rk.il, and i!o t&e firll 

w * ^ 
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iii'sdc, by the supreme roval prero^^ative, for tlie relief of the 
'Tmne.d^ and the salvation of tlie uti'^odly. 

Nay j this notion of yours is diametrically contrary 
to .the gospel, and totally subversive of the covenant of 
gtace. 

7hcr. In what respect? 

Axp, Because it would make our own duty and obedi¬ 
ence the tern)s. Whereas, the terms were CHRIST’S suf* 
tcring, and CnRlS'I’’s obedience. These arc hinges on 
which that great transaction turns, and on wiiich the hope 
.of the world hangs,' 

They. Be more j)articuiar, Aspasin. 

A'^p. dhe covenant wa.s made with Adam, for himscK 
and for us. Breaking it, he lost l;is original rightcousne.ss, 
and became subject to death. Became at once at bankrupt 
and a rebel. In this guilt, in this misery, we and all his 
poslcrity shar^^cj—Now you cannot suppose, that the al¬ 
mighty .M.\JESTV would enter into a fresh covenant, with 
an insolvent and attainted creature. It pleased, therefore, 
the SECOND PERSON of the adorable TRINITY, to 
undertake our cause ; to become our surety ; and put him¬ 
self in our stead, inth him the second covenant was made. 
He was charged with the performance of the conditions^ 
thereby to obtain pardon and righteousness, grace and glo¬ 
ry, for all Ifis ])eoplc. 1 have made a covenant, says the 
IX.)RD JEHOV'AII, not with fallen Adam, or any of his 
^•guilty race, hut with ?//// CHOSEN ONE*. And the 
terms were (you wiil permit me to repeat the momentous 
truth) not your worthi|pss or mine, but the incarnation, the 
obedience, the deij^ot COD’s evcr-blesscd SON. 

Thrr\ Has miurt titen no olFice assigned, no part to act, 
in the covenant ot grace? 

Asp. Me'has: but it is a part, which my friend seems 
very loth to discharge. Hi^ part is to accept the blessings, 
dully purchased by the S vA'IOlJR, r-nd freely presented to 
the sinner. His part is not to diflionor the REDEEMER’S 


■* Pfal. It is generally ailowcil, t^at this pfalm, In its fahhtneft. feuie, jj'r* 

fetaW* to CiiKlSi ; and in Us li»l« extent. r,f«a!»ie iint > CHUlSTj 
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gracious interposition, and infinitely sufficient performance, 
'by pretending to any merit ot liis own. His part (why 
will you constrain nrie to reiterate in this manner ?) is not 
to bring money in this hand, with the ten brethren j but, 
with an empty hand, and like an impoverished Lazarus^ te 
take hold of 001)*$ covenant f. 

7her. If this be the nature of the new covenant, I must 
confess, that X have hitherto been ignorant of it, and of the 
gospel. 

Asp. And from hence arises your present distress. To 
this, not to your unworthiness, but to this I ascribe your 
perplexity and anguish.—You are a philosopher, Tlicron ; 
and have been accustomed to examine the proportion of 
objects, rather than to weigh them in the bri’ ince of the 
sanctuary. Here, you find such accounts of divine grace, 
and such distributions of divine favour, as break through 
and supersede all the rules of equity and propnrtim, main¬ 
tained among men. This quite overthrows your conclusi¬ 
ons, dr^wn from the illness of things.—Overthrows, did I 
say ? let me correct myself. Is it not fit, that we should, 
however unwortljy in ourselves, magnify tlic grace of our 
GOD ? 

Thcr. Most certainly. 

Asp. How can tiiis be done, but by expecting great and 
superlatively precious blessings from In.': hand ?—Alexander, 
you know, had a lamous, but indigent ]>i;i]osophcr, in his 
court. C)ur adept in science, was once j)articularly straiten¬ 
ed in his circunn-.tanccs. To wh'U^T shonKi he apply, but 
to his patron, the conqueror of due'-woild r his request was 
no sooner niade, than granted. Ale^nder gave him a com¬ 
mission, to receive of his treasure whatcdq;r lie wanted. He 
immediately demands, in his sovereign’s na:m>, ten thousand 
pounds.—The trea-urer, surprised at so large a demand,re¬ 
fuses to comjdiy ; but waits upon the king, and represents 
the aflair. Adding withal, how unreasonable Ire thought 
the petition, and how exhorbitant the sum.— Alexander 
heard him v/ith patience. But, as soon as he had ended 


Ifoi, ’vi, 4. 
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bis remonstrance, replied; “ let tbe money be instantly 
“ paid. I am delighted with this philosopher's way of 
** thinking^. He has dor.e me a singular honor. By the 
largeness of his request, he shews the high idea he has 
conceived, both of my superior wealth, and my royal 
** munificence”. 

Thus, my dear Theron, let ns honor, what the inspired 
penman styles, tht uiarvcious lovhvj^-Limim'ss of JEHOVAH. 
From the king, •tvhose name is ike LOllD of hosts, let u» 
expect — I say not, what coriesponds with our low models 
ot generosity-—T say not, what we supj>ose proportioned to 
our fansho.! deserts—but what is snilable to too unknown 
magnificence <-1 his name, and the unbounded benevolence 
of his lieart Let us cxipect such divinely rich blessings, as 
surpas - 'cd! orenicd nower, and all human apprehension.— 
'i’hen wc slndii no longer be a'raid, assuredly to trust that 
gracious flecLraiion, JESI S CIIlilST h made of GOD 
untons wisdom, mid rii^litcou^nfss, and sanctification, andre-* 
demjition. JESlift CIHUSl' hath given himself for us, 
and fiec.? give inni.,e!f to us; together witli ail tne blessings 
of his pureh ISC, from tlic u-arJon ot oar daily infirmities, 
even to eternal li;'e in g! iiy. 

I'hcr. Vr:;; upon cmidioon, that we fight tlic good fight, 
and fini..!i our course ot d' ty. Ilccr, (or ), e-sys the apostle ^ 
after this is done, titcre laid I'p for me, anvl for other vic¬ 
torious soldiers, tor other Idithtul laiiuarers,« crown oj n»/.- 
teoiisncss. 

*' Asp. But is it vni/.clee; d, on accoimt of ih.eir successful 
warfare, or p|l‘'oe'Jience r ii so, Ircicl'tnajj launt 
themselves, and ‘.o y ; u-^iic own Hand, not the RKl)LEMER’« 
interposition,/o'.a'/M. o d 

Not to repeat wlou ha.-, already been alledgcd, in oppo¬ 
sition to this opiciioiv —nwt to produce %vhat ought be urged, 
. from a variej'y ol scriptura! testimonies—1 shall only desire 
you to observe; what tlie Ap-ostle himselt adds in this very 
place. There is laid up for me a crown o( righteousness .■ 
but is this the pay, prc'portionatc or owing to his own srr- 
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\*iccs ? is 3t wtiat be claim? an'! dcmancis, on the bjot of tlti-* 
ty performed ?—the very titicof the reward implies the con* 
trary. It is « rr£>ri'« <?/‘77;»/i/er7?/sA'esr, because purchased hv 
the meritorious and consummate ri^iiteousness ofCIiIUi>’J\ 
— The action of the judge dccliacn the contrary : which /Ac 
LOllDi the rioJile()u<jud}^e^ dial! fine me at (hat day. It is, 
you see,« ; an act of favour ; fae isnie of iinmeritcd 

hoiinly: what neither sa^nt, uor nor apostle enjoys, 

but only by ^yaY of gracious donation'*^. 

You have been coinplaiidn;; of }our guilt. 'NVhy vvill 
you increase and aggravate Itwljyw ill }ou add robb«i\ 
lo all >our other transgressiciU';. 

1 her. Robbciv ! 

jisf). Yes, Ihenvi. IJv a'! iuI' L.u] v'm v • to i-'u ( I\l 
(7///^/‘S'7’anJ Ifis IxiicJ-t , von 'te "i. .i»i > 1 bing (r't)l); 

rol)bn'.g him of the luiglu- t, < u : 1, e hisuor 

of—his Ik e grace—his i Imiuk' h'j n.ithl incom- 
preltcnsiblc, ht\'neiiJ> b. ■ ’ ly. 

77tcr. Ah' My Aip'-vui' i d ’''..w mv state 
You C’tuniU t aiecivo in) gu It i e , i. < ue, achdJ 
of vsrath. I hav.Atecii, l)\ • 't \ ; ip. \\’| al 

is worse l^.pi still coiriip'* ; liav(‘ i' I a e ,i . ' ’ < 't*- — \i)fl 
has rivit tush a \mi t(. It j( ttcitrciali lUn- !■> du t i favour r 
n..v, Jocsnol ..u( ha wictth dLserse tlm vciigs,an' c ofeternal 


liiC.^ 

J:]K Thai Wv* aV desiive this rei'-eiv, !■, errtain bevond 
di .uUe. 1 'iin glad, that v.e are mu ,b!e of our lioiribh* 
vikiiC’-. Nnw V arc tn belic\ e, th't ihe f/iKl) JKSl'S 
has sati^^fied divine justict ; has p/el. ii iinins-ikel) glorio'iis 
ptitc, on puipC'se to obtain fur such damnable wretches, 


'1 -UJ J P. 


- lifi.fvf #)r•‘.yj.cr.f iMtin llf !> n * ’ . Te \ ih luffte/t, tliV IJ’fiflnfpeak* t, ' . 

mibjui *1. --Cut 1.1“ cc, vslfd iiiiir ahiiiif* u j (lubSorH juU iiindtjiiomous ttiiv. 

. L,j\' lofiffficiui . It 1 i»c«f ftrainln I i nili i tsn a be looth- 

rtl Jp file ' I'f ts An'l wr fr ijl'v linJ, tbat i inofl unatc^uiitable pit- 

IV Ut Vil-wonntticH. Itui iglv tbe iifw ty iw,keni"d iiuncr. Hf js pfrpetnally 

I II N >t I'n ,Bj,iouiule(lt/iiihcw JuM ! pfifi.ualini lit ,i»«twitHbiutinf;.->ll oin rcaioiiftMfi- 
4«s, to iiui.l Jii iejri, .iml move liu ji. iloul ei. ius ind«d aiinid utk, of a mind, na- 
ttirhiy Kavrn'd with Ifu 1 pudf, .u « owe nakc4 W d wilcnble to CHRIS! -to CODW, 

<11 ti. af(vrr> in oiiiu r«dati<j« Imt that ot ^Jfetrf'nic viJcuhetlnHs j jnd r«<eiv«, 
tl t *{ V fT leii.tP hunti' 'C*i'‘ t.cc nUiSj of eTu-ijelital {jrari*. 
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both for the manifestation, and all the fruits, of the divine 
goocI-Tvilh According to the import of that charming scrip- 
tiirci “vWhcn wc were enemies’' (and what is there in an 
,,enemy tobesjrcak favour, or deserve benefits ?) /* We were 
** reconciled to (iOD bv tlw death ot his SON 

Yon have great gniit.—Hut is this a reason, why you 
should be proiiihited the Ides'.ings ot the covenant ? Con¬ 
template tho stale ofta:-.! (or'oru and wretched outcast, do* 
scribed in the si.J.eentli <>i ih’eki;'!. An inlanr in its b’ood r 
this represents a sinner, who Ij o. ik, thing to excite 1 rve. tnat 
ail that may provoke ahh.orrence. Hear what the HOiA' 
ONE ot Israel says, conc'‘n;;’'g secli a one. When I saw 
thee wnshe l, and purified, an;! '’.n'c’e mcer for niv acceph* 
ance ? No ; but when I s:i\v thee pnlint,;] in :hy blvKvl y ; 
loathesoine witlr dcrilcincnt, andlnaen ’.vitli initjuitv. I'hcn, 
oven then I said unto thee, “ live • I sorca ! mv' skirt over 
“ thee ; and thou becaincst mine.” Can \ou tiiinh of anv 
reason, why su<*h a scurlid object sdiould be cheiisiicd and 
caressed, but mercy alone ; mere merer, pmueriyso called? 
Yet this is the m.inner of CiOD’s proceeding, not barely 
with one ireople, but with sitinera of every denomination ; 
j)ot in one period ot time only, but through all ages and all 
generations. 

You arc Still corrupt. —What then ! Does this hinder von 
from being relieved by^ the SAV^lOUR’s i!:;htcoiL-,uc,.s ? 
does it not rathiCr prove you to be one ot those, whom lie 
came to seA and to save ?—You are a governor of tlic coun- 
tj^-hospital, 'ritv-ron. Ahaihave been inductricjus in ’promo¬ 
ting, and ir^* active in sui porting, that oxcclJent institution ; 
where medicine with her liealing stores, and religion wit'.} 
her heavenly hopes, act as joint hand-maids to chariiy. 


Ee 


* Rgn, Y. lO. 


t.Tics wardi are ptculiarly fn>i:hatical; not nnlv doubled, but tt&wb'fd. To donott, 
atjj(M^the Eranj/.enef* of the fafl^, yet trio'tyfbicty of tlie favour. When ! jijfTrd b'' i' 

thee polluted in th.iieown bloij4i.,t laid Unto 'iifc when iliou waft iji ;!iy PUud* 
lUtn AWf 1 “tilo ibeewheathpti Moodjlne, Esek. xvi, 6 , 
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What are circunjstances, which render any persons the pro¬ 
per obj cet,', for an admission into yuur infinnary ? 

The^‘. Their poverty and their distemper. Witliout po¬ 
verty, ti}cy would not need ; and Iree from distemper 
they would not prize, the benefit of our modern Beth- 
seda. 

Jsp. Apply tliis to the case under consideration. The 
wlude V, orid is in a slate of spirimal disorder. CHRIST 
is styled, by the inspired writer, ti.e l.OUD our healer 
Tlte gift of bis righteousness, the bairn ot his blood, and the 
intluences of his spirit, are the sovereign restorative. And^ir 
sure it cannot be a fancohil persuasion or ourhi.aitb, but tise 
real mi.wry of our disease, wi.ieli re inters as j)roper (dj;- ets 
of h.is recovering grace.— r/c ca/ne, nut to ca!l fin' 7\\i>hi\yns\ 
hut smicTsf. I'u give tbeni rej'.ent.mcc, and newness of 
lile ; which ite efiects, by giving himselt to them, as their 
whole sal\ ation. 

'] her. ihit, if any foolish and refractory pallenls luive 
abused our beneheei ce j it is a standiijg urird'eroole ruierd' 
the house, never to admit them a se-.ona tune ; luorever 
pressing their exigences, or however pow^riiii their recoin- 
niendcr. I 'nave, not once otily, but ti.icugii tin; wlsole 
cjLirhc of my lile, abused tlte marveious levi; ,-Lind.:v‘ss ol' 
tu ' I Oi' 

.es/o .And is not the L.ORD superii^r to all his creatures, 
i i : ct.-' Oi par'.on, as well as ui p)uwer ? 'V es ; as. in;).ic iica- 
mij are Ingher, than tiiia [)roslratL‘ eartli ; so inucli more 
'-■iilaiA'-v. and extensive is the divine elemem '--liian Me 
\VHHc':.r sT^liCre ot liLioinu kjaclr.essh'jll 1 bay f Ruiliertha'i 

ot i! 1 lU 1.]0 )l 1, 


* i,xi.u XV, i6« ' 

^ Ok’ '.:’i"^..!ai.'ur,kitJi>.>iLri'{irtpinid’.'r. TiUlc. ix. sj. Many perfonij 

1 , lo !«!pc> 1 . j.u. ..xo U.c iiio. iir.j ut tSis 1«V' c, p,<u'«ge; anti turn t.j'i* lrce!y Uawiii^j* 
i.'.c'l! ul tke (.^oipcl, Hilo llii: i)j,;i.lou* lojk. i(.nie,.iiot LliCi^vv. 

r jK V rt-c-Koii, .lur LO Kl-’t iJiioir, lo ii'pt-HU'ict;, ttlikea ichor'I-.jiAllfr calliitg *hc 
. oi..h I lb thu^r uU., •! liku A ca.iio;' nis iet vai tv to tlicit v. orli.'. Witf;;4sis, it <a 

ir- /.’A A,'be''OiVTiioTo>l cali.iig lui cuch lo leccive a turf'ot kp'p^rali 

;.;ni a.l to (.a;!-r hii hl“-!p';* jIc bai.qitil. 

t HJ. ai i kiAV Ls tre 'bepetifiors. Wlicn, tliricfore, he^nlls *<» 

Ii.jii .1 .. i.is luietiii^ii jk, a it to dtniat5(4,.Mjt*£0 bellow ; sot to e.'ijout, but tb ilUpW*."^ 
He' js c: i !ii j. .. tticaiioitie, f» ' Ails v. gi. ■" 
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SifiTv.' A'Lmi fell, no niortal unln5pir'4» 
II-'s evci ^•L;t conceiv’d, or ever ihall, ‘ 
How Ivir.d ii tiOD *. 


Your statutes arc inexorable, in case of one notorious ir^ 
rejGfuIarity coiTunitted. But the free gift of a REDEEMJ 
ER’s rightcr)u j’: -ss is vouchsafed, not evithstandinq; man}^ of- 
foiceii unio jiisLifica'ion-\. It i-. the q.-a-v of our A.!iTiiMity 
RULER. a!}d redounds to liic iionor of his cnicihed SOY, 
to pass over J not a sinj^ie <.';in»:;:;ression fudv, bijt a multi¬ 
tude oi j to be CiLos^ciher as unequalled in 

inercv, as HE is ahsolut'dv R';;>rc.ne in nru.'stv. 

As It is tile ^ 7 nv:,v/ /*//;/;',!,» cutercain i.i ;h n )ti<ms of our 
own accomplish’ue' tor ti) expect ctcriKu !ilc on the score 
of our own obedlcn.ce ; so it will be the greatest aiTront to 
the "randcur of C'.HIH''d‘’s merits, and the frccnes-; ot’ his 
grace, if we suppose v':v orimes too heir.ons to be lorgiven, 
or o’ur j)crsonstoo vd? to be accepted. 

Thev. i ha.vc oben ; ir'l was as h'^Iv and righte** 

ous, as some p u-’-eis, wi]{>ui I ’know ; ii I ianl such domini¬ 
on over my edl allectious, and brought iorih such fruits ot 
rightcosune.vs, as I Ixive observed in some cindsfians ; I could 
then conddcntly I'e’nev^:. 

Asj}. 111011 )OU would lay v(>ur ovvn runf riyfke- 

ousnoss, nr, a foundation lor your lailh ; n'.;t I’-e Irk'o.k dy 
render mercies, and the i:n dtm-ahly sure .tc';/. of the 
-LORI). In this case, )ou wo dd act like ... • nv .0:1, .viio 
j)ur]>o:-v:s to dig Itis mater;<,-ls ironi a cloud or smo'.ve, not 
from trie stones of the quarry. ' ' 

Besides; this method would not only mioaury, but oon- 
trigidict the design at CiI'vI.'U''s Coining. He came to.-,.'.ve 
sinners, atid to jmiif, the imgc ibu Av'uoriicg to yi ur !'/>- 
tioni he must come ^o ...ive i'uc rig ue .uk aiid to iuwuy d.e 
godly, liti must i-j a whvd.eian, not i » i dibrbut to 
t[he hcaithv; and iiio iOioo*.! tiiucttcie.iii’^e, iiot ^.hc d'.u*ivi..(. Out 
the pure. 




t ilojh> V. iG. 
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Wliatcvelp my friend may have ‘bong;}it, I wil] not scruple 
to affirm ; thitt, if he was indeed a ri^liteou*; nnd godly per- 
son» the I^ORD JESUS, as a SA\"K)UR, v/ould have 
nothing to do with him. Bui, being a sinful and ungodiv 
man, 1 will venture to add, \Jiat the people said to blind 
Eartimciis; Se a/ s^ood CGinfirfy he callefh thee, Callfith 
tl'oo, that thou luayst be just died, sanclihod, saved. ^ There- 
i re, tome boldly to HIM, lely cheailully on him, that you 
mav obtain this great iiktcv, and share this rich grace. 

Theron paused.— Thcsi. con'idcr.uionssecmed to opciate; 
ibis anodyn*^ tt» tike effieet.— U ‘»’'<'U3 to improve the fa- 
Aou. Pe juntture, uuJ iripirt mote stiong consolali >11, 
A > IS o adds cl. 

llvov ollen d'd the inhabhnits of Jerusalem c!istegard the 
wiiings and lejcct tlie counsels of our blessed LORD ! 
Ilou justiv might IJLhaxe '•uorn in hiswiath; “ 'rhey 
all ncvei hear tl e joxful b,oui.d of my gospel more, 'i he 
blc'sings, ul 1 h tlie\ have >0 wantonly despi%cd, and so 
“• 'Wickedly abu‘ d, siiall be irrcvoeably wilhdiavcn.”—In¬ 
stead of passing such a sentcuce, this is the oh irgt, xvliich, 
after his re.surrection, be giv'^s to his Apo,lies: “ I.ct rc- 
pel tcUicc and rcmiisii n of sins be pu at lied, in my name, 
to all mt’ ms, beginning at Jerusalem*.—At Jerusalem 
“ Lt)RD ' Hue rot the men of that ungrati tul and barba- 
loiucU) Lec". cvaf to thy tenderest i:npf»rtunities ? Did 
tl' V i.( t per cLulc thee into condemnation and death ? 
“ '.'v loit'Ki weapons, Etill recking, it Were, v;iththy. 
' 1 i ^ , an I their tongues still shooting out arr...v\'s, even 
“ L.t (I word) } wliico they would murder thy eharac- 
“ ttr, a) U^ey Lu.-.ilu.uly 1 .ur liied liiy j)ersoin”--Yet these 
WKti hes (and could any be inwie i: human ? Could ahybe 
nioie unworth) arc not only ebhnucd, but unto them is 
the message of grate, aiui the vxord ol salvation sent. Jlay. 
to sl'cw the uUfia , l.eicJ iie.iiCss ol our REDEEMER’S 
grace, these ai.- first upon tlu' heavenly li>t, 'Ehc glad ti* 
ding*- of pardon uud hie*, which arc to be published through 
the w'rid, nuut bsglu (amaxiug mercy i) must begta at 
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7her. Thus much 1 may venture to prdfess 
beiialf: that I lonq br this blessing—I'pray= ^^tJiis bles> 
singr:i;B<it I pannot see my title, to this cpmpreljeRsive and 
inostimkb'le'Messing, clear. 

Jspi:<l behold it perfectly clear. Not because you long 
for it.^' .0ut l^cau:»c CHRIST and his righteousness are 
granted *■ unto you, in the sure irrevocable record ot the 




:!Spel. 


7 'her Can you mention a passage, in which these preci¬ 
ous blessings are granted ? 

Jsf). Easily and readily. If any 7 nan thirst let him come 
■unK) me and drink .—Some days ago, a wfuthy clergyman, 
\\ho lately came to settle in the neigiibourhood, did him- 
seli the I'.onor of making one at your table. After dinner, 
you shewed him your lil)rary ; we took a walk in your gar¬ 
den ; and made the agreeable tour of the hshponds.— 
Then—with that ajj-riab'e frankness of mien and accent, 
v/hich is so peculiar to my friend, and endears all his fa¬ 
vours.—^Yon told him ; that he was as welcome to any 

“ book in your study, as if the w^bole coljection was his 
own. That if, on a visit from some acquaintance of su- 
perior rank, he should wish to be accommodated v/ith a 
“ more deli :aie eniertainiuent than usual; the productions 
of your waters, and of your hot-beds, were intirely at his 
“ service. And that his acceptance of your offers, wiih- 
out the least shyness or reserve, would be the most pieiu- 
ing compliment, he could pay you on the occasion”. 


By we have a title to CIIRnT; yes, lays Mr. Eoften, hy virtaa of this 

Sr?ni,'‘* 1$ ours, C' tu be,lore we bcliese. Not that we have a laviag interefl in 

but that ■wi* have a common intceft in him, and the c oin- 
1 not .So that it is iawtu! and warrantable for 
'fIRlSr and hislalvatiun,”—Se Mr Boston's 
" uliifc upon a boivL, entitlp'd the marrow of modern d'vimty. 

A boo>!c, ikii^iK-d to ,^uard crjiially aganill aiitinomtaalicentioufners, and legal bondage. 
The arc juft and llrikiiig; tfie arguments lohd and convincing, the diftion is fa¬ 
il ibsrj and the do6lriiu'exceedingly comfortable becaule truly evaiKcb- 

*al.— lfhd I ibini^i a nsaller-pisre of candid and judicious cruicilin. In whirb 


“ him, <i;ii'|r^;Iti ai Ibie of grace : but that we h 
■’ mon • which fallen Angels have noi 

'• ns, not ifilff tbsra, to take polfefli m of CfIRI 



Jivinity, as any book of ua ftic w^aiwter. 
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Ther^ Why do you leave the <;acre(] text ? why desist 
from opening the treasures iA >.criptiire j only to gild a pot¬ 
sherd, amd make earth and ashes vain ^ 

A^p. Not to make Thcron viin, but to make him asham¬ 
ed of his distrust. In tlie man n r of doing thi.s, I follow 
the example of my unernnq; MAS i F-R. He deduces his 
argument for faith in the cxeriasting FATHER, from the 
sensations which earthly paicnts feel towards their children. 
He apcal*!, even to the cxpvriencc of bad men, and to tlie 
yearnings of iheir oziti bowels, fora vindication and di,play 
of the diviiic com; a'-s on. // ihen^ buna l^noio ho v 
to ^ive ^ood child? tn^ hoa? much won dmd 

tjtmr heavenhj FATHfAi a^ce pood ////«;>s, to du??? that 
askht?n^ ^ Bat we itturn to llic apphcali m oi ou» 
text. 

Thus said mv filend. And what sa\s the PROPRIE- 
*TOR of all good ?—If an?? waw, how^cvei unworthy bu per¬ 
son, or obnoxious ins chaiatti i,lhirsi — liiiistfoi sjmetliing 
to make him truly liappy.—Sa\ing, v\it!i tli m of old timi, 

who will shew us any good >■”—Let linn c ime unto ME, 
the fountain of living vvale’s, and not (a Iv t’>te, ursip, but 
drink his fill.—Tlamgh be has hit )< 'fob "ii sliew ingto hnn- 
.cU broken cist* rns, and laboiui g i t’ il, eh.Jn satisla th 
not. Nd\ , though lie has lrec|uente(i the poi.iitcd stieani 
an(i not o.d.v beguiled himseit witn \a v, i/ut defiled my- 
seli With 1 iU^Uily. Yet let him rt luin, to ino, and he sh ul 
neither me c t w ith a icpina, nor In d In. v^ishts moll ui. 
He shall ohiain subsUntidl sa ista..tion , even the loigwe- 
1 IC-.S of Ill's s'o, the tnieiigln tin la ss, and t \ t ihiwSting life ;] 
Since then tin mvitat on is ab.olute y bee, what liaveyou 
to do, but, witliout truji.e )r dou!>ttul 11'., to dripk ? To 
receive the piornii.e ai )our poition, and to look upon the 
blessings as your ov n ? 

lhat clergyman iia.> no’' tlie least suspicion of behtg dis¬ 
appointed, in case he should send lor a brace of carp from 


|ilat. vii. 11, 


t Ni**' I f Icfi t 'I 
noth Djj lets iSan t.iv t, 


a fr# b’lfj ig*, cml>e Vy the which CHttlST giver, « 

Cot uv.id« the^vy^v luttL 
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your canal, or a fnic melon from your garden^’^Why is he 
so confident ? lyecausi* he has done you any signal service ? 
Nol But because \ on havo'p„sscd your word, iuid made 
the generous oirer.--An i sh- old you Imrbour the least 
doubt concerning die i’'uine veracity? Why should voii 
call in question )nnr n d-i t'> tliCso heavenly tre.isno'sS, 
Since it is ibun*'.’ i 'n :\ 'gether iij/ne, an jgetUer 

os c7e//r, as so'jr ( V. n n i c mce'-->i'nj ; and infi.titely 

more /irm, di m h i-’i 'o -n iit. Fonn 'eJ on the fide¬ 

lity <d'l. at stihli lu PildVvi ulj re.-n mheij ins covenant 
‘‘ and promise to a t i 'i^an i gf'uer.iti mj..” 

V It ij, 'n;pos>ib:e to coiduie, vet dnllcult to believe, 
wii'it you inge. ^ 

//'p. Wnat I nrp\ no', ihe v'ieo o' i 1 "'v dubious pas¬ 
sagenii. eiy ('inie . iioni ihe hoo’c i" t forcibly 

VMv'^l.d by tht inorpreutiion oi min. li.e who.; tenourof 
jn>pirat!on runs, v. uh the groan . ['■'r^nix'ui!v, and greatest 
miiloTuiil), in Ihij dvhghtiul si nn—Lig m-g out oi a mul¬ 
titude, produce :>ro'.l'er expre-.'. rom loc co:it of neaven, 
JIi‘ / Kicri} oiij llrr-^t^ fit, come vc fo flic loater, even he fheit 
iiafh no /.loiict/. ( omc t c, .•<.; ao ! cet ; yen ? co.ne buy iQin^ 
ond milk, u idouf tnon.and'Vfnou^ i>ncc ^,— :p me andmilk, 
i.ignily the jj u. -at.on oi imr pennons; our ..i’;.'hication 
thereby: a.i I ti l ln)|)C oi eU.nai <dorv. \ !n e arc nou- 
ri.dtiu'’ and ufreJung t ) the soel, luiiiv the liio rieho,t of 
Iviod.'-, an 1 <n. \>iue i!) ‘ he^t ui ei-rdiais, are to the bxly.— 
'Phc»e, you sv. are l > i-e ne i ed and eiijo'cd, ivifdout 
rianeij, and u ’'f Vvh n ut any .uejii os.. ir oivu ; 

without anv i i c. cicciue d h(»in our.^elves j by |n s ’,un ione 
perishing ban’.: apt-I. — D'ov are t..n> >ree lor ev.;ry <me. 
No exception is made. Au e\t .u- ve cl lu e a 1 ie<!. It is 
not 9 aid,«any one ttiat is wojihy i b.u evi'ry cm ■, ihusblh.— 
and this is mentioned, not as a (juahucMtion eutitiedjbut as 
connecting the iavit.uion with those circomblauccs'j', which 


* Ibit Iv. 1. 


■t chrimj!e3—-ib9,l ii, the unlwppinffs milciyorcariocdi tvf.n; •vrjjuli 
twdnolfany grjcious habiu, *rs{«t fouli hi>iA»i uoliou •£i u..hnjj. ’ll Uthitii «U raw, 
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rrjiistmalte it m'^fe eminently grarionc, and ♦r-'in* nnrticular- 
ly int6i‘esti!tJ^.‘^To leave nn room for no ing appre-* 

hcnsion;, the fciTitt invitation is. repf*at..d , buy and eat t buy 
and irftk. Tile invaluable yet fu e t. n ' is» Confirmed^ 
again a’'d again j/ir///? no nio/uy; wi/Iand ptoney ; 
^infhoiif f)7icif. And both arc prcs.td u('on u? with a very 
remarkable ardour, with the mo&t aaeotuiiatc vehemence; 
come ye ; tome ye ; yea^ cone. 

Had our heavenly BENEFACTOR permitted ii<! to 
draw up this instrument of conveyaucc, and word it afx .i 1 - 
ing to our own wdsh , what language could ive have c m- 
trivedjto rcndcreither the grant more ticc, or our claim moJc 
scturc,-* 

77 /.-/'. Tht nc ate chcan.ig truths ; and as a cogent, as 
(liearing. i'hey aniountlo iitth less than a lemonslration. 
Methinlvs, him icady to profess, in the hngiiage of 
f)ii ; almost thud pci'i>uadfJ c, to tiujt and not to be 
afiaid. 

If I haalmost persuaded, mv GOD will alfc^ 
sether persuade. This is the w trk of hij blessed SPIRII. 
\Vh4ch he accomplishes, by sucii giacious word«, and such 
ejQCOU<aging words, as those we have been quoting —And 
can you distrust the sinceiity of the divine overturts^ It 
Tie overtures are real, your title is uiirjuestionablc.—Nay, 
ti.eic I» mere than an overture. A'’oii have an natural gift, 
iiom the Almighty MAJESTY. To ««•, says the prophet 
a child is born f. To us—he repeats the precious trutli, 


i" jbo ri I to 1 rti ’ fotne one way, fooie ano her. 'Ih<-nofi?tl poin*» out U.e only 

w.iy{r<l>ii u «ilt .'U V,‘iiid infill i 1 to tnak« ule of th< hjp|jy e\i)id tut 

Jt t i ty { t! ‘ ? /« ‘ hill, ill ioi thf r ) e ol COW, anti !i r tfii, blelllnp't of tJ e 

“ golj I, ’ Jay. Mr Vo > .* Wlml.* aiinonu'i»<. th >u.;h on tmi il p . nt we aefuraw. oo 
Jiif^ouc,.! heaUi, lo t ulyeian.n'l lai, ai migi t hr wi bed —“ JhiatbiHl, he adda.imph- 
‘ »fh a veliencnt. and aclive clclirc of (.rate iJoe. not iuch aiiejipolition place the goat- 
«fl part of a, yea lvcq of the v lible thuri li q me btyon I the rompiili of this fra- 

ctous 1 ivitSpn ■’-.-hut to our unlpokaulc cnni(on,ilic loilowin , at ile da idtj tht qiulli^ 
on, aR.*inll tl e f elU rated commer tator, and lu i ivour ol ihemilciablt firmer 'I i*c ibirfty 
are tt<o>r, who Ipoid their money lor thw which i., not biead, aud then hbour 1<W thaS 
%\hitli iatiahah lat. W'hicb w the cate wi'ii unrrabnablc, toohlh, wnkcdmeiu Tt’lurfc 
i! riefoi'ate invited. Wheicas, they who tbnft torjjracc, whole thiitt » vejsienMait a/uA 
aftive, t'ay are not fpending thcT money at this unpiohtablerate. On the 6bfl^)ry j they 
are lalovr'tig tur that, which t» lubilauiiai bread, and, o{ all mmp u the worl I, Ib*ft U^ 

f Ifci, ii. •. 
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to declare his exuberant jov and denote thf cf-r- 

tainty f of the tiiinq^— a son /?k ^hen, l^veo ^ODb <>' n 
SON* the ever blessed JESUS, to heoorFROl’'iTlA 11- 
ON our SURETY, our complete REDEEMER. 

Just cast a look: upon yonder neat lodge. Though placed 
in the center ofa spaciouis field, it seem'* to be t > it. \ Ofj» 
with the extremity uf the v}--!.!, which it terminalC'. Thi 
eye, traveling over such a length ol ground, has almost lost 
the windovvi., and the decent ornaments of the f opt. Rat 
I bhill not soon lose the idea ol that amiable inunifieeticc ; 
wliicli, as I was rarnblmg one plea’,ant mv)'*ning, and ac..i- 
dentaily tilled at the house, I learn.-d Irom ns pre%Mt 
owner.—lie was, 1 find, one of vour servants H ^ 1 spent 
several years in yout family. When he settled in thr* wond, 
you Destovved upon him that commo hous b ix, and a put¬ 
ty adjacent farm , to p«)ssess, without molestation or ton- 
troul, during his lifa®,—Dies he not reckon tlie little estate, 
by virtue ot your donation, to be his own? As much his 
own, tor the time prejtnbed, as it he had paid an ecjuiva'* 
lent in money r—Since the LORD has given us his 
and all his unutterable incuts; why sh )uld not, within 
assurance ot taltli, receive the gift, and look upon it as our 
own? Why should v\e not confide in a gift front JEHc). 
VAU ; and reckon it firmer, than the firmest deed ? iar 
more invioldolc, than any royal patent? 

7her. M\ servant never affronted my authority. If he 
had vilified niy character, or insulted my person, should I 
then have be m inciinedl to make the same advantageous 
settlement ? 
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tia» eopieif ihi p«iphet’» fiat manner. He rtiprefenti joy, u(U lag inr fenti- 
fauiclirtnted ftraio, rtHeratad urncltnefs : 


O' 

i: 




HumUemque vidtmaa 


,, fill'* .V 

^ * ttali«ni. Italitim primiu epiHpwnai. Achaiesv 


^ See Qen. xll. an. 
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Asp. infinite superiority of the divine 

bounty. OQP is rich in fftcrcy, not only to the obedient 
and ^mtefuh Htit to unthankful and unworthy. To the 
LORD our GQft Hiiy® ;1:he proplict, belong rnemiea nnd 
forgivenesses; in ine4Sure superabundant, and in coptimi- 
tnee unwearied. And this notwithstanding we hive oljend- 
ed him, by our manifold failures in duty. Nay, have re¬ 
belled * against him, by the most flagrant violations of his 
law. 

In$weet concert with his prophetical lesson, sings th.' 
transported psalmist; thou, LORD, in ihy sacred humani¬ 
ty, hast ascended up ou high : ascended, Irom the low ca¬ 
verns of the tomb, to the highest throne, in the highest hea¬ 
vens. T/iou hast led captivily captive: hastabolislied death, 
that universal tyrant; and subdued those powers ot darkness, 
which bad inslavcd the whole world*—Like a gloriouster««^/ 
triumphant conqueror, thou hast aUo received gifts i not 
merely for thy own fruition, but to confer on others, by way 
bf bunorary and enriching largess.—What are those gifts 

f7hcr. 'Hie gibs of the gospel, I suppose: pardon of sin, 
the influence!^ of the HOLY SPlRi r, and the variouj pn- 
I’ileges of ckrisfianity. Wuich ''o \stitute the present hH(> 
piness of man kind, and preparc'thtfin for future bliss. 

Asfh You rightly judge.—And for whom were those 
ro}al, those heavenly donatives tcoeived ? Jf you have an 
inclination to bestow, a finely-wrought piece of plate, or, an 
exquisitely finUhCtl picture jwhat names present themselves 
to your thoughts ^ What persons arc tlic objects of jour 
choice ? The aproved friend, or distinguished favourite I 
, make no question.—But for luhom (let me ask again since 
it is a point of the last importance) were those heavenly do- 
.iliatives designed ? 

. Ther. I,ct me recollect.— Thou receivedst gifts —not tor 
fallen angels, but Jar and nbt for thy friends, bUlL for 

thy cnenties-—yea, for the rebetUous alsof 
vea 1 What a word is this! And docs it' 
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tiOD of truth ?—Gifts! Divine gifts i Gife ofwfispeakable 
value, and eternal duration ! And these to he cWarred on 
rnenmitps, on the rebellious! Wretches, Whd ^lestitute of 
ul! gi^kcious qualifications; who deserve not the least ta- 
vouf'5 but have reason to expect the frowns of indignation, 
and the sword of vengeance ! ^ 

Thus it is written, in those sacred constitutions 5 
which are frir more stedfast and unalterable, than the law 
of the Modes and Persians.—Thus it is spoken, by the 
mouth of that Almighty BEING ; with wliom there is no 
A ariablcness, nor the least shadow of turning.-—Let us not, 
my dear friend, by unreasonable unbelief, fiustrate all these 
promises, and reject our own mercies. Let us not, by an 
evil heart of unbelief, make GOD a lyar; and make our¬ 
selves, of all creatures most misciable. 

Formerly, 'tis true, we used to consider the divinejustice, 
as an iinsurmouniable bar to our happiness. In such a case, 
the just GOD ami eternal misery, appeared inseparable 
ideas. But the gospel has shewed us an ex]>edient, whereby 
it is consistent with the glory of all the di\ine perfections, 
to save even the worst of men. It shews u», how thtiLORD 
JEHOVAH may be yet receive such 

wretches to bis mercy, his. favour, Ifis everlasting good-will. 
O! Let us not render this unexpected, and di\inely rich 
grace, of none effect with regard to ourselves, bv ST)ing 
each in his heart; “ what signifies all this tome? Unless 1 
“ can find some superior excellency in m)belt-^someiliing, 
“* whereby the DEI'l Y should distinguish me, as his uvou- 
“ rite—for which he should respect me, as more deserving 
** than otlicrs.” 

I'her, I'lianks, Aspa^io, many thanks for your admoni¬ 
tion, It is both kind and salutary. Methinks, it begins to 
chelte* my spirit, and dissipate mv unea ly apprehensions. 
O j May these clouds onmy mind, follow those in the 'fir- 
*^395ament! FOr a considerable time, they bung abroad their 
sables, to dump the ardour, and abate the glare of 
sun has been colouring their fieecy skirts, and 
over the fi »atmg screen a vatrety of intcrci ange- 
Now he beglUiTo edge them w ith gold, and 
Ilifcihcm into A Indication, that (like the^ 

but they represent j tueXr 
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V II soo» horizon, and seen no more.—- 

'I he bright m speaking, bursts the voil; 

and, trottt a ifolnuynous |)0rlPip of parting clouds, pours a 
flood uf spifipdbr pm nH the face ot nature,—We shaU 
quicklr pere^bre thist^h i^tuation, too hot to consist with 
pleaMire* and muSt be* obliged to seek for shelter, in the 
shady apartments of the house. 

.'isp. We must. And will you admit me, Theron, into 
those shady apartments ? 

'Ifien Admit you, Aspasio !—I am surprised at your 
cuestson. I thought you had known me better: and am 
I orr\, it should be needful to assure you, that my house is as 
mu^h youis, as it is mine. The more Ireely you command 
it,the more lu^hlv vou will gratifv the owner. 

Asp. May 1 believe my Theron ? Docs he speak from his 
b nrt Or must 1 conclude, that he plausibly professes, 
what he has no intention to perform ?—Would you be pleas¬ 
ed It i should ob'.tmately persist in these dishonorable 
suspicions, notwithstanding all your friendly protesta¬ 
tions ? 

My dear \spasio, I see your design, I see, and 
am ashamed. Ashamed to think, that I should fansy my¬ 
self more punctual in my professio \s, than GOD is true to 
.i v.ord,—LORD, I believe. Help thou mine unbelief * 
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Our friends had agtced upon a visittoPhilcnnr, 
Ihc rode through a fine, open, fruitful country. Which 
was covered with crops of iipencd coin; and occupied by 
several parties of rustics, gathering in the copious har¬ 
vest. 

The n/e, white apd hoary as it were with age, w’aved its 
bearded billows, and gave a dry husky rustle before the 
breeze.—Die laden with plenty, and beautifulljy 

brown, hung the heavy head i and invited, by its bendiiig 
})osture, the lea^ier’s hand. Platts of Ifaf’k?/, aftd 
euifj, stood wliiteni g in the sun. Upright, and perfectly 
even, a-i thou.,h the gaidiner’s shears had clipped at 
the top, they gratifi« d the spectator’s eye, and gladdened 
the far.ner’s h.art partly clad in native green, part¬ 

ly transformed and tawny with the parching rav, were pre- 
paiuio ihe le-t eniDlov for the crooked weapon.—-Some ot 
the gnin lav Hat, m regular rowb, on the new-made stub- 
ble. Some v\ as <. rected, in graceful shocks, along the brist¬ 
ly iidgcs. S..me, conveyed homewards on the loaded wag¬ 
gon, nod*’,cd over the groaning axle. 1 • • L 1 • 

Thevilhges seemed to be empty, and all their inhabi¬ 
tants poured into t)ie pUi s. Here Were persons of each 

•sex, and of eyerv age —The lusty 

plied the sickle; or swept, wwh their p^lhs» the rall- 
Inir^'ffAnh^.—the sprightly females followed^ binding the 
WifefS 'Into sheaves, or piling the swarths intobaatv cocks, 
d UP and down were the children of tM needy, 
the scattewd ears, ahd pkingtheit scanty harvest. 
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but crawling into the sun, 
they beheld the toib—the 
^ sustained. ‘ 

&rio4 of the coirntrymijn*^ Ufh 


Ihc long TOW *6^ all h.s labours, for this/he 

broke »h<l manured the impoverished 

0il. Fqr Ihk^ P4 bore the sultry beams of summer, and 
ilhrook not from the pinching blasts of winter. For this, he 
soiled the year, in a round of ceaseless but willing 
activity.' JCnowing, that the husbandman must labour, be¬ 
fore bo partakes of the fruits —And will not the blessed 
bope of everlasting life , will not the bright expectation of 
^Cpnsnmmate blis^, timmotc us with an ecjually chearful re- 
tsplution, both to resist the temptations, and discharge the 
duties of our present state ? 

Short seemed the way, and quick passed the time, as they 
traveled thiough such scenes of rural abundance, and rural 
delight.—Before they were aware, the horses stoped at 
i^ilenor's scat. Where they foiu'cl, to tlieir no small dis- 
lintnici^it, that the master was gone abroad. They 
Uga howmver and took a walk in the gardens, 

gmlehs* at proper intervals, and in well-rh^scn situ- 
atlpm, were ipierspersed with various piei cs of s atuary.— 
At the turn «>f a corner, you are—not siiot Ved with a nak¬ 
ed gt^ipoyi or a beMly priapas^but unevpettedly enter¬ 
tained tbe image of Tuily, H is ju^t rben im n his 
seat* ^d upoil the, point of addressing him^ ‘l to im¬ 
portant oration* A revetcntial awe appeals in liis counte¬ 
nance $ ?uch asi^ilenfly acknowledges, that ne ln> going to 
I plead thendcr? of the world. I Its thoughtful aspect, 
exo^uided arm, spe*»k to the eye, before iho 
uttered alyllibie. We look round lor the ve- 
" ' ’ * ‘ adicncc, ^nd are agreeably surprised, to find no- 

ss and trees. 



^ined on either side with a verdant’ 
i|l| pblfariety of objects to diversity bir ktw- 
% youf view is couddetod to a 

1 i'<» T'r.WlW' 1 
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building at the end. As you walH Alon|fi, 
the masterly performance in arcbflftectum, a sddTO'TOoiag 
your attention : and presents you ^itb S<Md stHkhmg 
imitation ot virtuous or heroic life^^fiTot the Mkcedonmi 
madman ; not royal knigbl-etraftt j nor CuffUA 

famously renowned for hh slaughtered millions j but the 
truly gallant Czar. A drawn sword in his hand, and n 
commanding majestic sternness on his brow. The weapon 
is held in the most menacing pasture j and many a specta¬ 
tor has been observed to start-back, with apprehensions of 
fear. It is that gloriously severe attitude, in whiclt the 
grateful citizens id Nanui beheld him, and in which all 
posterity will admire him; wIkmi he turned upon his own 
victorious, hut ungovernabie troops, and tht^atencd to 
drencn the dagger in their hearts, if they did not immedi¬ 
ately desist from rapine * and slaughter; immediately ah 
low quarter to their vanquished toes. 

If here the iflsirblc ihicrteus, and the hero frowus, in yon¬ 
der alcove the pencil has displayed a s )tter scene. '^Ihcre, 
in a lonely recess, «nd under the melancholy shaded of Cy¬ 
press, the bi a ve Abradates claims our pity. Falleh 
generous warrior, and prostrate on the ground. Hee nis 
manly features, serene and intrepid still, though a dying 
paleness ha-* clouded all. Closed are those sprightly eyes, 
which used to glow with courage and mariul ardoui.-- 
Closed, alas' never to be opened more ; no, not to behold 
his amiable rdua .—'llie amiable Pmdftea, kneeling on 

the eurtli, and bending over the corpse, has raised the life¬ 
less head. IKr own droops like a IJly surcharged with 
rain ; yet she has placed the lovely burlhcti on her arm, and 
bathed it with her tears. See ' with what tcrjdei^css she 
supports it, arid with what fondness cherishes il. While 
Cj^ruSj to express a distinguished regard for the deceased 
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^ 8 |f Distressing mistake! He 

^ ^ Rhjis »im||ta 4 , able an<i t^u$ty arm, 

jacienijt falfiiHg' tb^jlttoqlder-biade. The te^r 8 W#I|$ 
into his cy#, serrow of his royal heart. But 

what cati spcajc which moans in thv counte¬ 

nance, and nef5i4« thy heart, thou afflit ted Puntfm /—O I 
that thou hadst khCwn the truths, and tasted the comforts 
of Christianity! Then might thy rcs^nation to providence 
have been as^ exemplary, as thy fidelity to th\ Cord. For 
Want ol this most consolatory knowledge, vs hat fiantic and 
fiscal purposes are forming in thy breast' e are shocked 
at the apprehension of so horrid a dt^ed We turn away 
trom the sight, and would lo,e the veiy thought, in some 
moic pleasing spectacle. 

Behold a spectacle, more pleasing, and very difier'^nt. 
Under a litculai dome, supported by pillars ot the Doiic 
order, and in a spot where several walks center, stands— 
not th^ Vofiin a Medici^s corrupting, w tide it c^^ptivates, 
the worW‘«-but a Sparfan motfer. li i h ibii dvunt and 
; soinewhat like the Juho Mafnma o* the Homain, 
as^^e is nncly depictured in Mr. Pil^inefis, Her 

air stately and resolved 5 expressive ot jet mingled 

with softness. §he holds a shield : is in tl.e uci of deliver- 
i» g It to her a yopth, setting out tor the army, and 
going |p h|«?ard hfe, in the dctiuci ot Ins countiy. She 
IS suppb^Cd to fuld that spirited and iiia^nanunous exorta- 
tion* Which is en^aven on the protubeiance of the butk- 
jci —if bad, son^ as ifophy J or , be bi outfit back 
npoii it» as thy hier^ 

1 am Mtticularly pleased,said Themn, with the contri¬ 
vance dphis last orhament. It is regulated by one of the 
*renned rules of art j not to lansn away all the beau- 

to make a skilful n*suve fior some fu- 
e and the columns allord pleasure^ 
terable di^taPbe. The fine * 

‘splays its graces, on a 1 
W, tlie atte^iWh is kef 
nu?s npW* 
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pioai 
and th< 

But whai 

decorations Iti nsfen^ral 
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just* remark, which Mr. Pope has SQtncwheifft 5 ttj»de. It is, 
if I remember, right, to thii» etFect^**A mabtkHmJy shew® 
ins taste, but hi^ virtue, in'the chiute Gt hK udmaidfienl^. 
“ A .nroper piece of history, represented in paJtUing on a 
“ rich man’s vvalK, 'or exlnbited in itpagery amidi^t his gar* 
*' (J( p.s) ij» \ cry oft n a better lesson, than <mv be could reach 

by l)is conveisation. In this sense, the stones rrnv b** said 
“ to speak, whe.) men c<mrn)t, f)r will not.’*—All but the 
comparative or srtyTea] oart ot the obsetvation, I would 
a[)ply to the proipeet beloie us, and its vvoithy ow¬ 
ner. 

Jsp. P/nkvoPs gardens arc, J think, more chaste an i de¬ 
licate in their oinatucnt':, tlia r a ceriaui co.le >i ite ccurch. 
In th'' latter place, v.e might reason ibb cxjKct the striLtesf 
adherence to purity, if we should not meet wit i the sun- 
bols of piety, and iiuitemenls to religion.—What then 
would be tlie rejections of a judicious observer, it in such 
a solemn and venerable edifice, he sliouid see a huge braw¬ 
ny h'liovv stuck up against the wall! wuth his poAeiiors 
halflKuet’ ins whole body more than hall naked; and in 
an attituvlc none of the mi'St decent —Excuse me, Ti^c- 
rou. I tontess rnjselt ashamed, even to reciie the de^enp- 
tion. How tIkoi can the spectacle itselt become the house? 
ot di\ine w’orship ? * 

T/ia\ 'But perhaps this same brawny fellow may repre¬ 
sent It Heathen demigod 5 one of the idols worsnipped by* 
antiipiity j the tutelary deity of valour. 
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• Rrfernngtotlif mnnutnent,litciv iric ed for GE^TERAL fLEMlNG, 

\nWcfintfifie ilh . \ li u do tin Os-m d t Su rt platt i Hr it and PalU , - 

I ufes^ with his, * h.b nnd I on’s Iki i. m tl o n it ne c n cd »se Pi'Ub, with a tntrior 
and « ieri 'nt ai ct I < t — i h< rsader niav hi i in^*^ Jicand an explana.t tn ol this moitu- 
inent, in tht ^citl -imn siui,.i/inclni Aii^ud i" 

Asthrscl inch'u'Tlt'-in thebtiridl-pOte ol th( n P tiluftnous ptrfonigts, fortniftty cen- 
j aa It IS th pi ici, where »Jl pm k n _,s i<.< i\. the»t «(pwnj, a d n'anv ol didm dea 
liDies, .is It IS fingalarlv eroine i lor it» asitii^uitus and monutnends, (h«<e is a 
^thof natives and JoKtgneis, to vkw tis ginnd «ii>d awlul Cnrtohttet: Wint 
i*<rre^l«d in a place fp circuml met? wid tt> diflumiufhed. (honlcl ppi on- 
Iy4*l^l4y !W ill' of elegance ui tlis execution, but m tuiSe a beauiv of Hpluitls in the definn. 
If by ascTyab'n-cntic and n viiv tanJid wriUi, that mere itnpUjpui.Lv ot 

Mt towffiwiting OIK oi’fee mowuwu u, caHultoi tuscenturc. SofelytlKna sio’a- 
iMhwtW jBctcnfV, andanappioacli to Pa^'annm, i^ilkammckutil} lor ppbw n. anuissf* 
piPpM itfotyaatwo. Vnl, J. 
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^ the practice ? Does not tin’s 
. , . , _ ssty ? Arc we chri&tians U> thank 
j?4ottr of warriors, and *make our aO- 
fo^thc conduct of our generals? 
we^ftoisilaha heWM with admiration* or recognise as 
our hedeAprpr^.sWhnt ifee Ajpostb has stigmatized under 
the character- of ^ 

If HMt who Overthrew the t.ibles of money-changers^ 
had t^ep a walk in these famous cloysters, I am apt to 
suspect^ he would have paid no very agreable compliment 
to»this fine piece of statuaiy. Ttdf these things haicr, 
Wpuid probably have been hi'* command; make not 
the prcctmts of vour temple a iliumher of Pagmi imag(?i/t 
Ins rebuke f.—]Neit}itr h it at all unlikcl), that the image 
itself, notwithstanding its inimitable woikmanship, might 
have shaicd the fate of its kinsman Dagon. 


—\V''ien the cjplive aik 
MiiiM’d hii htutc iin head and lian b lopt off 
In I xs own lemplf, or> the giouu ^ ell tti^e 
WhvO he iell flat, and fliam’d lus vkorlhipptis *» 


'Jyptf. But how should the arti'^t expiesr the gicat at- 
(hievometits and the shining qualities ct his htio, it |ou 
will not allow him to make use ot thc^c significant em- 
bicms ? 

Jsp, fr|ut?iition, whether they are so very significant. 
The mbi'br seems to charatteruc a fop, rathci tiian a sol¬ 
dier. It leads u$ to think or a soft Narci.,sus, adntiring 
himsdfj lather than a sagavMojs goueial, planning the 
operations of the campaign.—Besides; is savored lUenx- 
tore so dfstitute of propel emblem^, that we must borrovv 
tHe decorations of bur thmclKs, aiitl the tropliies ofourton* 

»from tho dreanis or superstition or ihe dc luaions ot 
JJow'and cxpic.^ive are those cmbkmadcai ^ 
^fe|lkos^i|anoh#i.c?tfwb?ted m L/.ekki*e vision ? ’Vv here acti- 

coniuuctioft ismh 

4 . ^ 
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tdii^gf s and the deep, the com|)lic*«t^4> y 4 fc, 
ous sdhcmfs ot providence, by 4 whel in Me # j< 

tokeel ^With what prepiiety atrd force <ip; 
endowments pictured, in the revelations of ^ rfifc am 
their grand machinery ' Superior wisdom and* benevolence 
of heart, are desciibed by the tace ofman : strength ot mini 
and intrepidity of spirit, by the visage of a Hon 5 calmness 
of temper and indefatigable a])prK ation, by the features of 
an ox j a penetrating discernment, and an expeditious 
habit of acting by the form of a ffying eagiej*. 

These llyeroglyphics au* graceful, ate pertinent, and such 
as every spectator will muitisland. hercas, the devices 
of our new monununt d entomium are, to the unlearned, 
hardly intelligible j to the serious, htile better than profane; 
and to every beholder, inddicate it not immodest.-— 
nor, I imagine, would bluih i(* admit them into his walks 
or avenues. And I am sorry to find them rettived in the 
most antient j, rafll§t renowned,and most frequented church 
in the kingdom. 

'Jdiking in this manner,thtey strolled intoaspaciouslawn, 
terminated by a very remarkable grover furnud on thit 
uncommon plan, proposed by Mr. Addison, in one of his 
spectators,—It consists wholly of c\cr-greens. Firs, clad in 
vegetable silver, point Uieir resinous leavc>, and shoot alidt 
their towering cones. I.aurels arrayed in glassy gicen, 
spread their ample foliage, and tlirovv abroad their rambling 
boughs—Bay-tiees are eSfpanded into a .fan, which no 
wheathcr can tarnish j rounded mtoa column, which know^ 
not huw' to moulder. While the Lanrustinus run out into 
a beautiful irregularity of shape; and compacts her redden¬ 
ing gems^ in order to upfoid her wlutentng bloom - -In one 
place lies ^ dale, gently sinkiu"^, and coat< d with the Cha-» 
momile's nat||f4J wze J which nc\ei changes its colour#! 
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a rnount, ; 

^ their own per^W 

|>i^ftb lolden blossg!tn5.^Hefe 
fe, wuili; and hedges of box j 
imii or a capacious urn, 
4"^"#.! llicre you look through 
?r side, and arched over head 
ifrea ;. at the extremity, appears an obc* 
ornamented with its sable clusters, 
ot living sculpture.—Scattered^,up and 
sorh^ ; some-strippetl^ with white? 

pie with yelt'>w ; some pre^.aring^^tO'^bnghtcn and 

jii,>d','!tifyi''i^ scene, with berries of glowing scarlet, 

■ ’^Tne greatest partot the plantation is, not ranged in pr- 
^dff, but thrown into htiif groups, or rude clumps. Winch 
h^rm an agreabic's^aricryi resulting from art, yet resembling 
confusion,—JTItte vyHbid'^nds, tree above tree, in a regu* 
llir friiha to the lofty cy* 

the ioftitr pine. "B^ lhis disposion, the stems and 

a nki^ing eobcgtiled, nothing is displayed to your sight, 
|:Si|^ilV;top«;o.;T'hc se'^^1 shadings of whose attire, 
g^atly 4i^ensifiecl and judiicipU^y intermixed, compose a 

of.yi^rdpr^*-''"TO'lfo enlarged 

and gives the most 
:■;'' 4hah. w|ilbh, especially in the w in- 
' terl&;^mi!ihSte'pa»be.'jaiQiy^^ more enlivened,^ or 

wonderfully agreeable in 
.a plahWmni>^f||»ears and fruitfuiy.'Wbcn all its 
. .■'<aiB>iattaiKm»itra'‘ pf'~| fe *'|ifcood-land race, are, barren> bleaH« or 


.■'<aiBiiattaiKm»itra'‘ pf land race, are, parren> uleaK^ or 

t h(^Sf,^ch more chearing and dyightful must 

.. r age, or bodily Ju|rmh|^fei have laid 

{ons of our ypullifnl hrid a 
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in the wet and stormy day, under /tw^j^bnwghs* So, 
the many thoughtless creatures, whb turn* tlielr'l;?|ack' updh 
rejigion, amidst the sott and soOibfng caressed ofprodpertly^ 
will want, extremely want, its iihdertne 

shirp and distressing assault? of advmuy, sickness and 
death, , 

This collection, It is true, may not equal the groves of 
annual verdure, in fioridity of dre*»s; but it far exceeds 
them, in the riuration of its ornaments. Ere long, yonder 
shewy brandies will be stript of tlicir holiday ciotlies: 
whereas, these will retain tlidr rural honors. TYifyewillbe 
adorned with Howrrs. and enriched with berries j when 
those arc nothing but rags, nakedness, and deformity.-— 
Eai’s, nakedness, and def irmiiy ' Such will be every shel- 
ttr, and everv retuge for our poor, imperfect, sinful souls; 
executing only the righteousness <d our LORD JESLIS 
C/flUS'/. Ivcrv thing else, will Jade ar a leaf* ; which 
the summer buiws, b it t ie winter is sure to destroy. This, 
mv {‘ roil, and this alone is an ei^er-grecn: always tree for 
our Kt. ’ t Hi..e, and always effeciual to save. 

l/i r. ui *v< 1 green it is; or ratherj the choicest fruit m 
the * y vn idi.>e. But it sSeeins t<» be quite beyond 
nv I ESl’S CllRlSr has finished every requisite, 

vu ^.cplion, which may piocurc acceptance for 

1 ^ goi > Ison, and afford relict to the guilty con'd- 

i, /»— 

' )<’ the most profane wretch, that live.s.—Add this 

1 ( uio', or else you curtail the grace of GOD, and di- 

n 1 ch ; luciit of CHRIST. 

, 'ler 'Tijis is what 1 was going to add 5 I believe also, 
that if I was interested in this divine SAVIOUR, sinful as 
1 am, my conscience would have peace, and my bOuUhould 
live. But alas !—' 

, Arp. Your manner of speaking brings to my mind^what 
I^have soufeyyhere read, cti^iccrning an infant born with a. 
about its peck, A sinmge kind of necklace, you 
for a human creature to cothc into the world with. 


T 
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Parh^% y^n $usp«fK^ ^ msn more th^n sMsfs^t 

tlie inQitlcr,, an4 njidwife jiiso, of thiis 
h^h. Yet hw ^ uk, you don’t real'zc the 
Yjfu toe ^xedlcnt acknowledgement; 

wbict) is like ^ to infant. These but« and 

ife, these and are a poisonous snake.— 

Tear away thenatsehieVous incumbrance. Never suffer it 
to twist ihelf round the neck of your good confession.^ 
You believe that CHRIST has thoroughly finished the great 
work. Believe also, that there U no clogging or interven¬ 
ing condition; no recommendatory duty to be performed, 
in mrder to your full participation ot CHRIST; of hh 
peace-speaking blood, and hia life-giving righteousness.— 
only believe, and they are actually your own. 

Ther, Tins is one of those savings, which have often 
puzzled mV mind. I cannot conceive, how such grand 
blessings, and such a complete felicity,should be made ours, 
cmly Ij\ believing. 

As/h Tins, or something very murh like it, puzzled and 
ofTended Naumau the Syrian, " Wash < only wash' In 
" Jordan ! The common water of the commonest river 1 


*• can this be attended with such extraordinary con»equen- 
** ces! can this cure a man of his inveterate leprosy?”—- 
Thi ^ we are apt to argue: only believe the report of the 
goi'pel ! Only oelievc, that GOD freely gives us his incar¬ 
nate SON> and all spiritual blessings with him ! Is it possi¬ 
ble, that this simple expedient should be productiveof such 
noble effects ?•— Surely, if we would obtain j emission of 
«ins, deliverance from death, righteousness and everlasting 
we must do some great thing. 

Faith, in this respe-^t, is like its divine object. It " has? 
nor oomehness;” nothing pompous or shewy. It 
a n^tly It really u a little thing. But it plea* 

^ compass his magntricent cuds, 

^ . ofdmary means. CIIiMST ^odkth 


^ Howl 

bvt merely if faitb.CvYj 

ed npf ^ the mtu &fi\m 

yomroiii^ Itsawiii usilrbiil# kuii^ m 
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B0sidf«^ can you conceive attf0therriilion4ll^4f» where¬ 
by Wt nj^piehend an nnsce^ CUE 1ST, aitdi i^ke poi,- 
aes&ion of a promised salvation, but onl? by aa$«]H?l»g our^ 
selves, that they are given to U8|attd, in ootiseqaence of 
this gift, regarding them as ouf own property ? 

Tker* At other times {so strange ts tny mcnnsistenciy i') 
I entertain such an idea of the greatness uf faith, that Isay 
within myself, “ I cannot believe*’. My mind is, as you 
formerly hinted, like the withered arm, 

Asp. This diditultv on ytnir m*nd, because of the great¬ 
ness of f|iith, isi whnilv founded on mistake The gospel 
informs you, tltat whatever is necessary for your salvation, 
is already done and obtained bv CHRIST. That what¬ 
ever is done an*l obtametl b> CHRIST, is fieely given you 
by the GOD of all grace. Consequently, that you are call¬ 
ed only to receive a gift, not to perform a work. 

You, on the contrary, suppose j that something more is 
to be done, sometTiing to be acquired of executed by your¬ 
self; before vou may venture to call the riches of CHRIST 
your own. Tui'. creates the insuperable vlifhculty. This 
renders your mind like the withered arm.—Whereas, when 
these truths of tUes • gosptd are made manifest to your con¬ 
science ; when you arc enabled to sec, that wixat CHRIST 
Iws wrought, is absolu*elv sufficient to procure all spiritual 
blessings; that whut GOO has said, b equally sufficient to 
ivairant an application of all to yourself; then HE who 
bi^s you stretch out, stren^^thens the withered h md. 

And will he not strengtheil ? can you doubt the sincerity 
of his call, or hi', willingness to save the we^k and the wick¬ 
ed tlien go to mount Vahary. There listen, to thesound- 
in§ of his bowels, and see ihe flowing of his mercies ^ 
Cannot you read a language in each streaming wound, and 
hear a voice in every dying pang ?—Do thc^ not all speak 
his inlinlte love, even to wretched helpless sinners? do they 
not all address you with that tender ^ reqionstrance, O ikm 

d&st thm 
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I'ker. StUI the difficulty recun. Whether it bcj fromauy 
wrong apprehension, of some great thin<» to be d H\e, or 
from an aversenes.? of submitting to the wi' of salv Mm 
by grace; or an unaccoutttabie distrust (>f the ceitfOKf, of 
wdiat GOD has j^ronnsed ; whatever be the (a is % i <nn 
sure, I teel my impotence. Ex]>eneore teacues in>*, wtit 
tlie other dfiirms; no man can with all' his heart, that 
JESUS ?> thf /MSI), who hathbougiit me with nis blood, 
bui b^ tbe liOL Y G Wm. 

Asp, You foci your impotence “-to what ? to rfxeive a 
tree gift, and call it ?yoiir own ? to niist wli >llv,anfi wit i > it 
reserve, on the wwd which GOD has spoVen, and on the 
work which CHRIST has wrought? conader the case in 
this view, or eLc you will not oiny feel, but occasio*! im¬ 
potence. You will only liu'd, but increase difficulty. 

I would employ my thoughts, neither on t!ie greatness 
nor litllencss of faith ; neither on the case nor diOicultv of 
b'dieving, I would rather dwell upon the supfua’miudant 
grjLO ol G()D, manifested in CHRIST, and gtaotod to the 
most unworthy. On this only proper ground of claim, 1 
would eudeavour, diligently endeavour, to assure my sou^ 
pf salvation. In ibis manner, waiting and piaying lor tlx* 
divine SPIRIT, whose ofiice it is, lo te.tiiy ot CHRIS I, 
and bring near the REDKRMb.R’s lighteousness. Vet liis 
influences arc not lo supcisedc, but to encourage our own 
efforts.—Lay hold on eternal life here is our duty. Our 
sufficient/of GODf; here is our encouragement. Auci 
O ! what a glorious eucouiagcment, to have the ar u ol om¬ 
nipotence, lor our support aiid our succour! 

77 tet\ How, or in what manner, dors the divine SPIRIT' 
woik kith in the heart of a sinner { you wonder, perheffis 
that I ask such a question. Bat my apprehensions are 
.strangely dull, and my views very dim, with regard to spi- 
jitual things, tf, In this respect, I have any sight, it is like- 
bis, who saw mcfi as trees walking; saw these several ob¬ 
jects but so confusedly, that he could not distinguisll ope 
fiom the other, only by the circumstance of motion^ 
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Asp. The most inlighlened minds sec only in part; and 
all have reason, to make the blind begga,r’8 supf lication. 
their own reejnest; LORD, that I may rtcoive my sight! 
The operation of the holy SPIRIT in producing faith, is 
thus described bv a master in Israel; “ The divine SPIRIT 
“ biings CHRIST and his righteousness nigh unto us m the 
“ promise of the gospel ; clearing at the same time our 
right and warrant lo intermeddle with all, with ut fear 
ot vicious intromissioti ; encouraging and enabling to a 
measure of confident application, nud taking h()me all to 
“ ourselves, freely, witlumt money, and without ])rice. 

77 /er. The true belle*, ivS so rt'»ined and -"exalted a 
virtue, that I very iiiucli question, vvlitthcrl shaii cner be 
able to attain it. 

Asp. The true biliol is never to be considered, in the 
light you mention. Not as a refilled and exatiod virtue; 
but as a receiving jaf those beneiir>>, widen, receive i ami 
<‘njoved, are the source of all virtuous and godiv ad etivins. 
Wlieti, pioceeiliijg upon the divine giant, you beiioM 
CiiivISi’ as your ngbleousncss and sireiigih, then you tr.dy 
believe. You believe that truth, which can never d sap- 
point nor fail. You receive that gift, which enriches with 
graces, and entities to glory. 

'J her. Is not your detinition of faith very refined and ex¬ 
alted ? 

A.q>. Give me leave to inquire, how you became ac¬ 
quainted with my definition oi laith ? 

I her, I am not so inattentive a reader of your letters, as 
lo forget your account of this momentous point. Faith, 
you say, is a real pei'Mia^ion warranted by GODC u »r i, 
“ that the blessed JLSFb has shed his blood tor my sm.>; 
“ has fulfilled ail righteousness in my stead s ami ootamed 
“ eternal redemptionyr/e me. 

• Asp. Vv'here is the extraordinary refinement of all this ? 
Nothing can be more plain ; mure simple; or better snired 
lothc meanest capacity.—Where is the uusurnitjuntable dif* 
ficulty of all this ? to believe such things, is not woi k or labour, 
but rest and peace It is nothing mure than crediting a report. 
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A report, made by infinite veracity, for men to believe, A 
report, made bv infinite goodness, for sinful men to believe. 

^ere not our minds strangely prejudiced, and unaccuunta- 
bJy darkened, nothing would appear more becoming and 
reasonable; nothing would prove more practicable and dtv 
lightful. 

1 her. Does faith then amount to a persuasion ? 

Asp. The apostle, describing tiic iailh of die ancient 
saints, declares; they saw tlie protni!,es afar ofi, and were 
persuaded of them, and emhnced them, 'riicy saw the 
promises oi salvation by a REDEEMER to come; this 
implies a knowledge of lliem—ihoy wcyq persuaded j this 
implies a conviction ot their certain truth—they embraced 
* them ; this denotes an apj.l cation ot ail to tlicmselves.— 
\nd these t(/Ui«s were wn.ten for our example ; that we 
sii )nid go and embrace them likewise. 

'I'ne same apostle, enlarging on the faith of Abrahamt 
adds; bt Jnlly persuadedt that what GOD had promised^ 
hfxctn able ais'o to perform f Here, you see, is persuasion, 
full peuuasion—first, oi GOD’s will, because lie had pro¬ 
mised ; then, of his power to accomplish his word, even 
though natural impossibilities stood in the w^ay. In this 
twofold oersuasion, the faith of our fatherconsist¬ 
ed. And we arc called to tread in the steps of his faith : 
consequently, to be persuaded of GOD’s will to save us, 
from sin and hell; of his power to save us by the blood 
and rigliteoiisncsi. of bis SON. 

Ther, Is laith, ciiristian faith, a per.uasion that all these 
blfS'iings arc for me ^ docs it imply a special application of 
the benetiu to a man's owm sclf.^ 

Asp, Don’t you wish, that it may imply and comprehend 
all this? is it not infiintLly dt.drable ? will it not be incx- 
pieasibly comfortable ? if it icai.y \..iS matter of doubtfull 
disputation, methinks, we slioulcl long to have it ascerlam¬ 
ed and established. But, biesst.d be ihe divine compassion 
if iii as htile to be doubted, as it is earnestly to be desired. 


i 
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Hear what a very valuable writer delivers on this sub¬ 
ject. Exhorting to believe on the LORD he thus 

explains his meaning; “ that is, be verily persuaded in 
“ your heart, that JESUS CHRIST h yours, and that you 
“ shall have life and salvation by him; that whatsoever 
" CHRIST did for the redemption of mankind, he did it 
“ for you.” 

If this writer’s opinion has not weight enough to incline 
the scale, hear our own Church. u once .ipprchended, 
that my attachment to the Church o^ Eu^land was un&cttled 
and wavering. Judge now, who ha-i inf>st tlioroug'ily im¬ 
bibed her doctriaes, and is most invarir^blv tenacu.us other 
true interests.—'I'he first part of the 1 omily concerning the 
sacrament, addresses eacli reader in particular, and gives 
him this definition of faith. “ It is. a belief, not only that 
“ the death of CHRIS I is available, hir the remihaiim of 
sins, and reconoihation with GOD; but also that he 
made a full and ‘‘uflicient sacrifice Jor thec^z perfect 
“ cleansing for thy sins'*. 

If you acquiesce not in citlier of these determinations, 
hear an infallible umjiire. I live, says the Apostle Tauljty 
faith hi the SO}I ot Gi)D; or, to express mysclt in a more 
clear and determinate manner, I live by a firm per&uasioo, 
that he loved me, and^ave himself ior me. This pacifiesniy 
conscience. "I'his is the source of my joy, and the motive 
to my obedience. In short; lliis is the principle of my 
whole spiritual life. 

My notion of faith, you see, is not without a precedent. 

It is undeniably the voice of our estHblishmcnt; it is apoa- 
rently the sense of scripture ; ai d it gives us a dear aitef 
li^idle idea, suited to the most common a''cep*^atiou of the 
word. Such as wi-jid iiaturally aiise in the mind'o’ a 
stranger, who, without any ' as on his judgment, should 
irfquire into the purport oi our religion, or consider the lan¬ 
guage of our bible. 

Iher, Ilovv suited to the most common acceptation of the 
word ? * 

■/isp. "When you ‘•cut a mr’^sage to your tenant—who, in 
bia last sickness, expr"'s>cd so much uneasiness on account 
®f his numerous faunly, uiiu embarrassed circumstaucefa’^ 
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assuring him* that you had canceled the bond, and torgiven 
his debt. When you told the poor woman—whose hus¬ 
band fell from the loaded waggon, and broke bolli his legs 
that you vvould order a surgeon to attend him, and would 
continue his weekly pay. /fore f id they regard, //oanc- 
ceive your promised kindnesj? so let us credit the gracious' 
declaiatiors of our* GOD; so receive the joyful leport ot 
his gosped ? and then we shall answer the import ol t jc 
word —then we shall truly hel’evr 

7her. Where have we, in scripture, any thing paralleloi 
similar to these instances ? 

lJav'“ you never read the words of Micah ,* r ho i 
aGODlhU unto fhft't that pardoveth in) uihj, and p(i<>'i fh 
bif t7'an’)>r<‘\'<{)\))i*F here ts the graciousdvclantion —heyviU 
turn ; ha lodl have co)n/)a^iio7i upon hi ; hr iv'il mbdur 
our imqm^/csf. Here is the jo>{ul report.— And wliy my 
friend, whv should wc pay IcaS credit to the cveidiving 
JEHOVAFl, than to a man “ whose breath is in his nos- 
“ triN?” is ti.ere treachery with the HOLY ONK r>t 
Jsrarl ^ does the LORD make, and then violate Ins pro¬ 
mise ? 

liter. GOD has never violated his piomise, wlie i it was 
expressly made, and particularly applied. Rut, in this cir- 
Cumstarce, there is a wide dijOfcrencc between the case of 
your friend and the case of his poor people. I 7'a?ned the 
object of my compassion, in one of the instances; and 
niade a prnonal application, in the other. Neither of which 
is done in the scriptures.—I don't find it any where reveal¬ 
ed in the bibie, that CHRIST shed his blood forme in par¬ 
ticular. Neither have 1 read, in the old testament or th' 
new, that the LORD JESUS fulfilled ail righteousness toi 
1 heron. Therefore I cannot sec, what ground I have (*> 
believe this proposition, from any scriptuial authority. 

Asp. But rny friend, it is revealed and you have read, 
that the LORu JKSUS shed his blood for sinners. x\ncl 
am you excluded from the benefit ? when an act of indem¬ 
nity is publi^idd, even the greatest transgressors, the ring- 
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k';iders in tho rebellion, have nothing else to do, but onlv 
to encjsiire, wh<*ther theif arc creepfed. 'Hiey are not to ex¬ 
pect, that ihi*ir names should be mentioned, as tlic particu- 
lir objects of their sovereign’s favour. It is stldicicnt, 
abnnd nnlv sntTieient, if tijey arc rn^t particularly disclaimed. 
1 1 ' 1 ' is not done, they may, they ought, they do, most 
I oiHuleii'.lv eiaim the roval clemency in behaltof themselves. 
S > ought you and 1 to act, in the important cafc under con* 
»ider.ition. 


j'artiur; voii arc not unacquainted witli the liistory of 
the thr<‘e ciiildren, condv-mned by Xc')iichadnrziar to the 
burning tiery tiiriiaee. You Lave read, in the old ;cst;nneiit, 
an account of lk(*>r faith ; and you find it proposed, in tiie 
new testament, as a niodirl for let us then con: lic;, 

what tltrir Linh was Did tliey «:';y within themselves? 
“ i”. able, *ns true, and wiilin:tb) deliverliisservants. 

“ d ills IS atli.med in the b'mks of Moses and tlv* j)rophcts. 
“ B.it we no wfkre find it is asserted, that he is willing to 
“ (It live t u\' ; to deliver Stiadr.ichy 3/crAcc, and Abedne^o 
“ fio .) t us Horrible death.”—Not such theii method of ar- 
guii'g. Or) die contrary; they assured themselves, that 
wuai the I/)KD had [jromised to his servants in general, 
he V, oull ni.ue good to them in particular. Hear their 
ov\:' u ra-,. d he\ are worthy to be had in everlasting rr- 


n 1 i u L • n ( )ur ( iOD^ whomt serve^ i s able /.o di liver 

f/v from I'le ourmmijiery furnace ; and he will deliver ns md 
,o( tlhh hand, OKin^, Ihis was their profession. This 
their copiKience.--Since we are called to an imitation ol 
tlie'.r fiidi, f . gilt not such to be the language ol our souls ? 
“ our ILh.DhU'Al BR, in whom wo trust, is able to save us 
“ to tlie utionnost; and he will save us, from thy guilt, O 
“ bin; from thy malice, O satan.” 

"filer. Siill, if 1 am not named, methinks, I sliould be 
pointed out, by some di .tinguisbing circumstances. This 
is the way ol scripture. Antiochus, the persecutor of the 
Jetes, is not indeed named by the prophet Daniel. But he 
is painted in such very significant colours, as most evidently 
declare, for kvhom the picture was drawn. 
ptessly sa*d, citlu'r in the second epistle to the Ihessaloni- 
ans, or in tnc whole book of the Revelation, that the Po- 
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pish faction is Antichrist. But it has so many of hiS fea- 
tuies, that (as a ju^iicious person said) if an hue and cry was 
made for the latter, 1 should, witiiout any scruple, appre¬ 
hend the former. 

Asp. Will this content you ? will this besnflicicnt to per¬ 
suade you ? then it is very fully and very exactly done.— 
When the grace of GOD is revealed, the objects of this 
ineffable goodnes arc characterized; and 1 am beyond 
measure mistaken, if you do not tind yourselt in the num¬ 
ber. 

They are described by their family, their disposition, their 
practice. —What says eternal wisdom, when .she makes a 
tender of her inestimable blessings ? To you., O meUy not to 
fallen Angels,/r/?//,* and my voice isy ?iOt tu this man or 
that man exclusively, but to the sons of men indefinitely*. 
Pray, have you no relation to tliis tamih ?— What says the 
holy Apostle, when he publishes the unalterable counsels 
of heaven; 'This is afaithfid sanin^., and xcarttui of all ac^ 
ceptatwn, that CI[tilST JESUia came into thoxcorld to .save 
the upright? Ihe unbiameabier Was this the case, our 
hopes would be covered with a cloud ; or rather, totally and 
finally eclipsed. But seeT they are clear as the light, and 
conspicuous as the noon-day. For he came (chearing, 
charming W{>rd !) He came to save sinners t. Cannot yi u 
discern your name in this list ? 1 am sure, 1 can see mine 
written, a& it were, in capitals. 

Consonant to all which, is the declaration of another sa- • 
cred envoy. Who speaking of his celestial MASTER, 
says; he suffered —die PRINCE of peace, the Monarch 
ot the universe, —for wdiom ? They, in whose be¬ 

half this matchless ransom, was paid, must have an undenia- 
1b1e right, to look upon redem tion as their own. And 
blessed, tor ever blessed be GOD, it is most peremptorily 
said, he sufjered for the unjust—Now can you* say, that 
you are not comprehended in this, or the preceding descripti- 
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ons? Do they not resemble and represent Theron, as face 
answers to face in (he water ? 

Theron. This 1 canLot deny. Thij is certainly true. 
Asp. Thainupaitof our character m'glit be omitted^, 
and no son of our misery pass unrelieved, it is farther decla¬ 
red , when tK tide ut^hou^ •^(rn^f/t, C IIHLSTdied tor the 
wiiiodly . W h u \vi wen uugnnly, and considered only 
as ungodly creatmes; ncUh m* ,>usses'“ed of any thing amia¬ 
ble, nor h i\ lu' thr least fiHil)*-y to require it; nay when 
'we were ctu? wit' ’ i id girh, and incapable of ex¬ 

piating a sm !e h’ ce 1'en, r en • u ♦ CIlRlSi died, 
and for sue., a’) u.u. a tcP 's hr died. 

'Co sum up t 1 1 .. . e vi(h ‘ e. /\re we not t'f the hu- 
man fanilh ? Are we not, in r spirit and behaviour, st/;- 
ntw t Hive we not been unjn ‘f towards our tejlow-crca- 
tiiiv. .:nd }r/(v towards (ui, great CREATOR? Are 
wf not, in all Uie^jiC respeu^, ii.i(/iOHt streneth^ to recover 
,c)vc3, i.r ina': any satisfaction tor our transgressions ?— 
It we are (an 1 u un these tjueslions, incicdulity itaelf will 
scarct Iv ficmui) lei us not frowardly icjcct, lather let us 
thanktully recciv<", those spiritual treasure?; w .u u by vir¬ 
tue of the aioie-citcd conveyance, &re made over to 
peOjde. Wnicl), bv several oiher clauses in the will and tes- 
tau Hit of our crucified LORI), evidently devolve to such 
per'-ons. 

7/nr. Is *t possible, Alps do Can wc be warranted and 
cucoui.iged to I eive thvsc treasures, in a cupacity and 
under a ienomio.ifi wnidi I diouhl tni.dv mure likely to 
exclude us i di^iniicul us; anU infrihrow all our preten¬ 
sions ? 

Asp. This may seem strangfe, bul it is true. All the blea 
sings of the goqiel proceed upon a supposition of sinful¬ 
ness. CilRlbT is icade wisdom unto his peojjle ; but 
• what occasion lor the accession of wisdom, unless it be in 
the case of ignorance and tolly? ClIRISE is made riglite- 
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ousiiess j but who can stand in need of a j 
ousness, if they arc not in theniheives unpmfitahk* and guil¬ 
ty ? CHRIST is made sanctification ; and <lo«^s not tins im¬ 
ply a state df corruption to be remcrlie k a Sxxlv of bfn to 
be destroyed? CHRIST ivS made rcdcmnlton ; aiul nn 
what aie persons redeemed, but trom rhuus aiul boo ;(, 
from misery and ruin, from al' manner ot cvii > 

It is also a most precious and invcduahle troih.. Su* '> as I 
would hold fast, a cl never, never let go V» or-n i H'orc'li 
for my own endowments, 1 find niithiijg fh.it I ’ lo* venture 
to plead. Being, in my best momenth, auvl uoiUst iny 
choicest dipies, a sinn<'r. As this is, at dil timos, t)j\ un¬ 
doubted character, 1 have at ail times, an undoubted war¬ 
rant to say, the uncreated WISDOM calleth um : the l)l(s 
sed JESUS came to savetne: the great Mlssiah suffered 
death for vie. 

Let me illustrate the point.— Homulu^ vou know, the 
founder of the Homan empire, was a poor Prince ; had but 
a handlul of Subjects, and very scanty territories. What 
expedient could he devise, to inlarge the boundaiiesof the 
one, and augment the number of the other? lie issued a 
j>roclamation addressed to outlaws and criminals ; all tiiai 
v/ere involved in debt, or obnoxious to punishment. Pio 
nnsing. that as many as would settle under his dominion, 
'.houid be secured from prosecution, and vested wiih cou- 
siderable privilege.^.—We will suppose a person in those 
distressed circumstances. Upon hearing the welcome b- 
vit.*tIon, he hangs down his head, and wdth a dejected air, 

» “ 1 am a debtor, I am a criminal, and theretore un- 

wf'rthy Of. the royal protection.*’ What answer shouid 
bf made to such a dispirited complainer ? Make the same 
to yourself, whenever yon are inclined to renew the present 
o!.>jections.—‘Rcmcntbering, that the infinite and eternal 
SuVERFJGN, to display the magnificence of his majesty,• 
and manifest the riches ot his goodness, has commissioncd 
his Aml>a.ssadors to publish in every nation under heaven-- 
“ that all unhappy sinners, who are oppressed by the devil 
‘ and liable to damnation, may come to CHRIST. May 
look upon CHRlST as their ransom and righteous- 
ne»'5. May, in this manner, obtain pardon, justification* 
and tiu' privilege.^ of children.” 
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Ther. At this rate, tbe vilest mUrreanfs have as clear, 
nay have the very same warrant to believe in CHRIST, 
and receive his salvation, as the highest saints. 

^SjK The very same. In this resj>eet there is nO 
encc. All have sinned, and must sue for‘ipiritimJ blessings, 
not as deceiving, but as guilty creatures j must receive 
them, net ns the recompence of their own w’orth, but as 
the issues of ir»finite mercy. 

The ’p’''{'rriise’s express and unlimited, whosoever belif'v- 
eth in CliiviSr, shall not be ashamed. Here is no pre¬ 
eminence of the Jew above the Greek. No precedcnct gi¬ 
ven to the man of decency and sobriety, before the shame¬ 
less and abandoned profligate.—This is farther confirmed 
by undoubted fact. St. Peter, speaking of the vilest niis- 
creants, says j “ (jOD gave them the HOLY GHOST, 
“ even as he did unto us; and put no difl’erence between 
us and theni*’*.^. They where altogether as welcome to 
CHRIST and his salvation, as we the Apostles of me 
LORI). 

Should you ask the highest saints, on what their hopes 
are grounded? This, or something to this "effect, would be 
their reply-—“ on the grant of CliRIST and iiis salvation, 
most clearly set forth, in the scriptures of truth. There 
“ we hear it declared; untoyoUf though Gentiles and ido- 
“ Inters, is preached the remission of sinsf. As a blessing 
^ procured by CHRIST, and now presented to your souls, 
.on the same term > as light is presented to your eyes. There 
“ wc see it recorded j this man recewetk sinners J.—Yes; 
“ he, who is GOO and man in one CHRIST, openeth his 
“ arms; openeth his heart; and receiverh sinners, to a par- 
“ ticipation of himself and his heavenly riches. Receiveth 
those sinners, who were not oulv the scorn of pharisaical 
pride, but the very disgrace of human nature.—There vve 
read the Mowing decree, issued from the court of hca- 
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" ven, and registered for the comfort of a guilty world.-- 
“ The promise, relating to forgiveness of sins and the SPI«v 
“ RI r of grace, /i to you. Though you have persecuted 
** and murdered the LORD JESUSy you may, without 
** any scruple or delay, apply to yourselves. Nay more j 
you may carry it home to your children, and bid them be 
sharers of the blessing. It is an unsearchable treasure, 
“ which you may freely enjoy ; and an inestimable portion, 

“ which they may as freely inherit. What is more graci- 
** ous still; it is to all that are afar of: whether literally * 
afar off, by living in remote Heathen climes; or spiritn- 
“ all) afar off, by deejily revolting from their duty. In 
“ short : it is to as mam} as the LORD our VrOD, by the 
pleaching of his most blessed gospel, shall call*f^ 

'Jhe^-. lliis is a pleasing supposition. But it would be 
more satisfartory, if you should refer me torny of the saints, 
actually speaking in this manner ? 


• AOi li. It Ini 1 rn ol |Ci7i 1, that fh( p iliigi, prodiurl uy Al|)afio, flofj nut r» 
■’ftly iuit his purpose ^ Bi< tiiU, thi pu(pl(.,t) whom tlu the Apoftle 1|. t ks, wlk 

• not ilu run, il , i urn m ’run jl, but tl ok particular ht ireis, who wm pneksd in tl v. 

* n <3 s tin IS, wtie ciidutd wilIi fOjlty follow, and iavm^ly chan rd ' 

J o whitli 1 reply, I'V pu t) ijr T (jutiy upon tru obji'Mou, and lodj;mt, a cmat j/ nit 
tt e MtijpTt'dtton lull fur thi ol j O on, * the peopJi,, to whom the Apolll* ^piaks, 

“ wtre rui'the congregstum m 1 L tn.butthul partirubi f< arcis, who wue pnikedin 
“thtirhtnti Doc*, the A; ulH uldivli hiiuu.U to tholt onl^ ■* I tliink. iioi. I hope 
to'. Bteauk this would Rpn-Um bhegd s ol GOD. as dependm^ on lumen lattli.atioua 
I) man. Co iIujik itJy, would dtll'ot tht freeruisut tht gift, jnd l liplc the glory nt 
„ KC 'Uhffas if we iiippult tJi pionritc addtffied to hnutii, ailinieri, wiihoi t 
rfijy ih i.todiff 1 iifh one fiom nvoiGi , tlicn, ill li putrU'y lice and grace fhyies 
loi 1 ill It 11 iisc liillit .-.-1 he jfoinili i i \ fitHd te tl e t hole aidtrice, evci) ore of 
\oii J< » ) then t tililii n , fhe i thiidrsn th i wii at htnne, then cl ilaien tim w ’•tiu-' 
lorn th II ch k’rta of tht latelf ptnti ition rind theh I piclnrne, could neiihtr b' 
|ir Ud It tl tirntaris, ur hvm,!yr a i„ed —Bcisks , it kirns plain, from the cottik 1 1 
the I iintive, that me a ,1 n 1 is dntt it ii 'o i ty le t£l number hut to the pronnku- 
Otis mill! icnde hri, t'u dikiimm liuj krtuice follows i i setie p. fheti they, among t 
thij prom ftuons mu't '■ml , tha' ^jhnly 'eLtived his word, wt' bipuztd. 

* W here[jiiik« I in theKait,• tt it I wue e dueissitii ,idly lonoyv, and favingly 
thai„id ' V, irifl'Ins uj eipie m n I I'n to lodge a ttvuit- -Cam, and Saul »i « 
fid IS, wh ,ro pitenfd ni hort 11 cy had flings of ouj'iu'h in the r tonicicn'es, atdi^o 
d„ ,fc, of <'i heW m tin I fouK Vet one‘sei imignicd, that they wjiie trely comene< .* 
Ihite (WOpie were iirnor’nt of ('lIRlSi i d the way of Idvatiort. Whnt fhall wc th f 
iin jJies t nr want of ihis m tliaiy ki ()svKd(i Ihcy did not fo much s» fielhc plaieot 
» t j , tot rrfo'r, eojid not Ol arrived at it ( ould not be tde, oi lavmgiy efiangfd » » 

’ 1 > n lilt piv aigumuus I ha: Apoifir m liL ceiunily be tht Utt|ndge of his heaiuv 

d I , i d nc I tfl i lepolitor of hu own ir* n Did he totihdei this circymSauce m to 
I G,I oils li {In? No* he neither ren.iids n, a* t onfliiimng the grace of fepentam <■, 
r n (.n iicltonnh pronnkd ^ itiol the 1 U>LY CrllOsT; it wa ntot faith lO CiiRi«r 
f )i thi rein j'l »n of inis tteitbpr was i' > plidgeot fecitrity from the wrath whieh vi.v 
com 10 ou f I mfowatd ^n«r iiroa. i h »i. evtdvik fronv fua ovif.i woxd»-*-tivp<*t G-*fo' 
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Jsp, IfUiahy you will allow, was a saint of no inferior 
rank. Yet be breaths the spirit I am describing, and acts 
the part I am vindicating. Turn to that epitome of the 
gospel, his fiffy^third chapter. There you may observe him, 
claiming a share in the greatest of all privileges, salvation 
through the blood of CHRIST. How does he advance 
and maintain his claim ? Not in the capacity of a smetified 
but under the character of a awful person. These are his 
words; the LOUD hath laid on him, on his son ('HRIST 
JESUS, the micjuify of us all-\. Of me, and of my bre¬ 
thren in piety, dors he mean.? No; but ol me, and of my 
fellow-transgressors. Tliis is evidently inij)lied in the cause 
I have quoted. In the picceding part of the verse, the 
prophet explains himself, and h avts no room for hesitation, 
All we, like sheep, have gone astray; v^e have turned 
“ every one to his own ways.” Yet transgressions, 
iniquities, the COJJ of all merev has transferred from us, 
and charged upon his beloved SON.—As the vilest miscre¬ 
ants arc iiidispensibly obliged to confess the former, they 
have an apparent right to profess, to assert, and tu belicvo 
the latter. 

I'her. The vilest miscreants have a ri»h(^^.n apparent 
right to belitve—to believe that all their sins are lead upon 
CIIRIST! This is surprising doctrine. I knciW not how 
to credit it, though you take so much pains tu establish it. 

Asp. It puts me in mind of that numorable prediction, 
yecorded by Ilahahkuk, and quoted by Peter. Behold! / 
zvork a work, of such immensely rich and inconceivably 
free goodness, that you shall not believe, exm though a man 
declare it unto you. —The LORD, 1 trust, who opened 


thr j^smifTion—yc fhall rprcive—fwe yoiule’vc!.. A way of fpc-kin^, which ^uppofrt 
tkofp, whom heaUUrtilcSj to 1« dfthtiiti- of i' i- biffi iigs ineiitn ueil. 

1 his, if t niittajte'nol, is iht truth of tl r r.lt. 1 hole j eopSe, c -.nvinti d of th^ir horn 
Jihlc wtcKctlncls in crucifying the SO 11 ot <iOI>, xt t-rr iillt'd vo Ji •hrtnoll .iKirm ng .tp. 
prehenfions. As y«t, th*y nation i'll .idivmc HP’U dyiiij' iur Ins vviy 

inurdcKtrsi They were, unilei lonic ■writti ctll, * law-x^oik.^ Aiuieui 

the law. Which wutketh wreth, produce a t.tv in j fhaa^e,or rj.iioi tlic O'.i’iJC vi hlr'i j< 
Ipauieth falv^tiou 7 a his would takcawas ilic 1 1 i*ors of CHlt IS J > and narslu itn.in lo 
IV^lei. WO**tttcOutooni the letter wh.t K kill eih, with thi. Ipint tkat gisyih 1 bi 
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i/i' //r’f e)es, to discern the fountain of water, for the re¬ 
in slunent of her son> will open iny friend** eyes, to Jesern 
this infinitely more precious fountain, for the consolation of 
his soul. 

O the riches, the unsearchable riches of the kindnessand 
love of GOD! lie makes a grant of CHIviSra^dhishea- 
vcnly kingdom, to the most contemptible n i ‘^•he8 on the 
face of the earth; yea, to the most delesi ih\ creatines on 
this side hell 1-^At this you wonder. ^ i this u c ought all to 
•wonder this will be the wonder ol s.i'ii"* and angeK, 
through a boundless eternity. Yet tiiougn wo wonder, let 
us not gainsay nor muimer Lt not the ».re«cuic relusc 
the bounty of the CREVrOR, hocau ^ it is unutterably 
great. Neither let the elder brother r':.j>irie, because the 
young prodigal enters at the same door, aiid is admitted to 
the same table with himself. 

I have aliedged tlie testimony ot the saints, let me add 
the decision of their king. GOD so laved the ztorld, even 
that world, which, the Apostle John assures us is not only 
fallen but Heth in wickedness. Yet, fallen and apostate as 
it is, GOD so loved it, thal he gave his only begotten SON^ 
to bring in a perfect righieousness, and obtain eternal re¬ 
demption. 

Ther. But the question is, for whom ? 

Asp. For the world most certainly. None else. No¬ 
thing else, is mentioned. It is not said, for the choicest 
part of the world; its best inhabitants, picked and culled 
Irom the refuse. But tor the corrupt and vicious world, 
these things are given. That, being believed and accept¬ 
ed, they may be saving health to their souls. 

Ther. For the world Does this general form of 
expression warrant any one, to make a particular appHcati- 
pn of CHRIST and all hia benefits, to him.seIf? 

Asp. Pray do you find any restriction of the grant ? Is 
f;ny exception made, relating to ibis or thar particular set 
of men? Is not the extent of the gift tyi wide as thenvorld? 
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If so, it warrants any one, it authorizes every one to 
make a special application of CHRIST to himselt 

In other instances, such a general expressidn not only 
warrants but produces a particular application- When 
Jonnh^ in pursuance ot the divine command, 

fortp daifSy awl Nineveh shall be overtlu'O'vn, Here was 
no parti 'ular me?)tion of man, woman, or child. Neither 
tbe Kmfjj, nor the nobles, nor the commons were specified. 
Much less was cMch and every iJihabitant thre-itened by 
name. Nevertheless, this general donunci ii ju a^anned 
them all; was hifluential on them all. ' uc n ^liat the 

people of Nineveh believed GODy and pr''rla'ev’d a ^'tvf,art(t 
puf on saekchtli^J, jm the ^rea'e*>'^ nf ’hem even fa int. least f-. 
'riieif believed ; hence we lean) tl. fine lenureof believing. 
“ GOD speaks to me ; and what he spea’ a, he will pjf.. 
formis its genuine profe5si(m. 11.nee ifC lik''wise chs* 
cover, w/to they are which oufht, in this mann<*r, to apply 
the general wordT^//, from the least tven unf'> the greatest. 

Titer. Tnc case is not parallel, Asnasio. This was a de¬ 
nunciation of vengeance, not a promise of grace. 

Asp, And ran you Therony can you, stropose ? That Gno 
is more liberal of vengeance, than he is communicative of 
grace, ^'engcancc is his strange work, but in mercy and 
loving-kindness he dclighteth.—Are bound to believe and 
apply his dreadful threatenings ? Not allowed to believe and 
apply his precious promises ? Surely, the 1/iRD’s ways 
are not so unequal.—When the law says, ciased is evert/ 
httCy that continucth not in all tlungs J; should not every 
l\earer take this to himself, and submit to the sentence of 
just condemnation? When the gospel says, HE came to 
that rohich is lost §; should not every hearer take tliis als« 
to hnr.self, and embrace the tender of free salvation ? 

However, if you dislike this instance, I will give you 
anomcr j which is not of the vindictive, but of the benefi- 


• If there were any wan, to whom the grant of a SAVIOUR, dii nnt pattifoUriy he-' 
long} that perloH vvoiikl have no warrant to believe; he avopU do light in difnUicvwg, 
vyhitt the fcnptarei reprcse.it as the g catdt ho, would beooloe jus bouodyn d u*), 

f JftWh iii, 5, if Gal* ij»* ^ W[att. KviiJ, 
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Ciint kind.-—When the Afanna made its first appearance in 
the wilderness; when the Israelites knew, neither what it 
was, nor for whom intended ; both tlicse particulars were 
explained by Moses. 7'fits is the bread xohich the LOBD 
hath given you to eat *. No mention is made of any indi¬ 
vidual person. Yet the whole congregation, looked upon 
this as an undoubted permission, but tor tlicmselves and 
fheir children, to gather, to fetch home, and to use the mi¬ 
raculous food 

Ther. GOD gave the Manna to all the Israelites, both 
good and bad. But does he give CHRIST with his unli¬ 
mited freeness ? 

Asp. Our LORD himaclf, alluding to this verv, miracle, 
vouchsafes you an answer. My F/V THER givoth you the 
true bread from heaven f. The language is nearly the same 
as Moses used; and it expresses the very same unlimited 
freeness.--My FATHER giveth )ou his incarnate SON, 
and his divinely excellent liglitcoiisncss. 'i'hose are bread 
indeed ; bread, whicli came down irom the regions of hea¬ 
ven ; and bread, whieh noiirisheth the soul for the joys of 
heaven.—This my FAl'UER giveih you ; thougli not in 
actual possession, yet in light to possess. Tins he giveth 
you ii by way of free indefinite grant. ^\hthoiit which, 
any attempt to possess, even in the mo.st upiight of men 
would be illegal and presumptuous. By virtue of wliich 
grant, the bad as well aa tlie good—it is your own expres¬ 
sion, and therefore I make use of it, I'hough, in reality 
none are good, till they receive CIlRbT. Whicli, weie 
his benefits of the exclusive sort, would be cause of infinite 
anxiety to mankind. But our great consolation is, that 
one as well as another, the idolatrous Gentile as wcdl as the 

g rofessiftg Israelite, has an unquestionable w-airant to claim 
lem tor himself. 


f Exod. Kvi. 15, t John vi, 

f The receiving of CH a IS r net pfl'-nly pi'efuppo'<-Mhi»g5vin;(>f hiia. There it*sy 
(* mdeed bea giving, where theien no leteiv mg , tor a ,iti may he lUuKd Ihtrenwyalio 
“ be ataJsii-g» where tJierc n no giving ; whit ii sa pti mmpiuous adt oil, withoui warrant. 
** Butilwreeati he t 0 plare far leceiMiig where thcr. itnuta giving of him 
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Ther. Unquestionable ! Is not this expression too peremp¬ 
tory ? That such a grant should be made to believers, I 
can easily conceive. But is it made to sinners, to any sin** 
ners, to the most abandoned sinners ? 

Asf). Yes, Tlieron, to sinners. And when sinners receive 
the grant, then they commence believers. Only, no man liv¬ 
ing would inherit the blessing. Because nil men are, by 
the depravity and impotence of their nature, originally con¬ 
cluded under sin and unbelief. It is therefore a source o£ 
comfort and a store-house of relief, for the most guilty crea¬ 
tures, even in their most dcseperate circumstances. 

What said onr LORD JESUS ? IVIy father giveth you j 
that is, the pcop’e v\ho stood around, and heard his graci¬ 
ous voice. Muiiy of whom were in a carnal state habitu¬ 
ally, and even then were in a murmuring wicked frame 
What says his pr qdict ? lie cries out in a rapture ; O my 
lost brethren, Ui a child is born ; to ii\' a w>i is given !— 
Not to us, who were regenerate, and become children of 
light. But to us children ot fahen A iam ; to us undone 
sinners of mnnknul ; vvho wedked in darliic<ii\ and dwelt in 
the shadow of death f.—What saivh GOD the LORD ? He 
that created'the heavens, and stretLlievl them out? I will 
give Ihcc, meaning his beloved SON, for a covenant ; it is 
not said, o*^ lxlievers, but of the people; it is not said, of 
new creatures, but of the Gentiles: who were the vilest of 
all creatures, or, as you have properly spoke, the most aban¬ 
doned sinners. 

'Ehat we may understand more clearly the signification 
of these term->, and .see the true extent ot this gift, it is added ; 
I will give thee to open the blind cues, and to bring out the 
prisoners from the prison Miserable and guilty wretches, 
blinded by the devil, and enslaved to their lusts ; these are 
not set aside. Nay; these are expressly named. They arc 
.the very Patentees in the heavenly grant. An obedient and 
a dying SAYIOUR is as much given to them; that they 
may receive him, and be saved ; as the city of refuge was 
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appointed for the nianslayer, that he might fly thithcr> and 
be secure 5 or as the brazen serpent was lifted up on t 
pole, that the wounded Israelite might look to it, and be 
nealed* 

Here then the grant and the gift arc mentioned j tlte 
persons to whom the grant is made, and (or whom the gift 
is provided, are specified. They are sinners ; blinded and 
enslaved sinnets j or, if there be any other more obnoxious 
sort, they are all comprehended in this one word, Gentiles, 
Only allow the divine speaker to be sincere} then we shall 
sec, in these precious texts, a most chcaring hope even for 
the vilest sinners. Hope, that tliev may be justified, escape 
the curse, and find favour with GOD. Nay; we may 
boldly affirm 5 that, proceeding on these works of the eter¬ 
nal KINO, even the vilest sinner is allowed, is authorized 
to say j “ GOD gives me his SON, to be my covenant 
** surety. I take him at his word. The SURETY and all 
“ bis merits, and all his benefits, are mine.** 

Divinely rich bounty! Enough to charm and astonish 
the universe. But not too great for the infinite JEHO¬ 
VAH to exercise. O, let us not refuse what, on this con¬ 
sideration, the unerring SPIRIT calls our own mercy f .— 
Let Its adore the beneficence of our GOD. Let us believe 
bis promising word. And, in this sweet, this easy manner, 
obtain both present and final salvation. 

Iher. 1 have one scruple more, which, at this instant, 
arises in my mind. The righteousness of CHRIST, accor¬ 
ding to the Apostle, is upon all that believe. Therefore, 
it is not the sinners, but the believer’s portion. 

Asp, If this was true, sure the gospel, which reveals this 
tighteousness, could not be glad tidings . 1 will suppose a 

congregation of ignorant and ungodly people, of heathens 
and idolaters. The minister lifts his voice and cries; 
the righteousness of GOD the SAVIOUR is not tor you. • 
You are not believer.^, and therefore have no right to re- 
“ cieve the blessing.”—What a discouraging, nay, what a 
killing thessage l-* 4 Vh€reas, if the Ambassador of Caaisr 
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makes this proclamation; « I know, you are an assembly 
** of vile and abominable sinriers. Nevertheless, I am com- 
** missioned to preach glad tidings to you. The infinitely 
** gracibus FATHER freely offers his perfect tighteoUsi1ie«» 
" to you.” This is indeed a joyful sound. 

^ Besides, Thsrony you don’t attend to the apostle’s expres* 
sion. He says, the righteousness of GOD is upon all theni 
that believe. Such persons actually possess it. They wear 
the robe. They are cloathed with salvation. And here 
lies the difference between the vile miscreant and the real 
saint. Not that one was originally better than the other: 
not that one has a clearer grant of CHRIST than the other: 
but the hitter has put on the wedding-garment, and uses it 
to his unspeakakle honor and happiness; the former is ad¬ 
monished to throw aside his filthy rags ; and invited to put 
on this heavenly raiment. 

Ther. Let meTecollect—CHRIST is given for the world, 
the apostate world, to believe on—CHRIST has died, not 
for the righteous, but for th.e ungodly—CHRIST came in 
the flesh to save sinners, even the chief of sinners.—Well, 
Aspasio, if these things are true (and how can . they b& 
otherwise ? since they are the express doctrine of scripture) 
it is a pity, but they were more generally known. For my 
part, I must confess, they are not only new, but strange to 
me. Tliough I have read them in the bible, yet when I 
come to consider therii, and compare them with what pas¬ 
ses in 'my breast, 1 find they are quite contrary to my usual 
way of thinking. 

Asp. You remind me of a valuable person, whom I once 
numbered among my acquaintance, and whose way of 
thinking somewhat resembled your own. Will yoU give 
me leave to relate his case } 

Ther. Most gladly. It will be some kind of-consofetiort 
. to hear, that others have laboured under the same diflScul- 
ties with myself, and been subject to the same distresses.— 
If I am informed of their deliverance from those distre^es, 
it Win be like shewing me an opened door, for effecting my 
^ape. If I am likewise acquainted with the man* 
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ner of their deliverance, this will furnish me with a clue to 
guide my steps. 

Jsp. This person was roused from a habit of indolence 
and supinencss, into a serious concern for his eternal wel¬ 
fare. Convinced of his depraved nature and aggravated 
guilt, he had recourse to the scriptures, and to frequent 
prayer. He attended the ordinances of Christianity, and 
sought earnestly for an assured interest in CHRIST. But 
found no stedfaat faith, and tasted very little comfort. At 
length, he applied to an eminent divine, and laid open the 
state of his heart. Short, but weighty, was the answer he 
received. “ I perceive, Sir, the cause of all your distress. 
“ You do not, you will not, come to CHRIST as a sin* 

ner. This mistake stands between your soul and the 
“ joy ot religion. This detains you in the gall of bitter- 
“ ness; and take heed, O! take heed, lest it consign 
“ you over to the bond of iniquity.’* This admonition 
never departed from the Gentleman's mind; and it be¬ 
came a happy means of removing the obstructions to his 
peace. 

Remember this little history, Theron ; and may it prove 
as efficacious for your good, as it is pertinent to your cir¬ 
cumstances ! I would also have you remember, that the 
free grant cf JESUS CHRIST, which is made in the 
word of truth, and addressed to sinners of mankind, is 
the only basis and ground-work of faith. An Apostle 
after all the labours of his exemplary life, can have no 
better. And a Magdaleneor a Manasseh, as a motive and 
encouragement fur their turning to the LORD, have the 
very same. 

But we greatly digress from the principal and most 

momentous subject.-Since you so much disapprove 

of my account of faith, I must intrtjat of you to favor 
me with a description, more correct, and unexception¬ 
able. For, as you justly observed, thii is a very momen¬ 
tous article. 

Is not JESUS CHRIST then the source of all spi¬ 
ritual good* and faith the main channel of conveyance ? 
Surely then it should be made and also kept, as clear 
as possible-- h not JESl'S CHRIST the foundation 
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of all true godliness, and faith the niaster*arch in thii 

^ Surely then it should be raised and turn* 
^ with the utmost care. 
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PALyEMON’s account is tliis— Faith, lie says, 
is a firm persuasion, that JESUS CHRIST has shed his 
blood, and fulhlled all righteousness ; has sustained the pu¬ 
nishment due to ^n, and obtained full reconciliation with 
GOD. That all this grace, and each ot these benefits, are 
free, perfectly free ; for you, for me, for others. In conse¬ 
quence of this persuasion, the sinner flies to CHRIST, 
comes to CHRIST, an 4 trusts in CHRIST for his own 
salvation. 

Asp. I have the highest regard for judgement; 

and I cannot but think, my opinion is confirmed even by 
his.—^I'he act Jilting to CHRIST, implies an intention to 
get out of danger; it implies a discovery of CHRIS'f, as 
tne appointed safety ; and consists in making use of him as 
such. When the manslayer fled to the city of refuge, he 
made use of that privileged place for his own protection. 
How can this be done, with regard to a bleeding, dying 
SAVIOUR, but only by a persuasion that he is mine f 
That his suflerings were in stead, and that his death ia 
my safe-gnard.—What is meant by coming to CHRIST, we 
may learn from Jeremiah. Behold ! tee come unto thee, for, 
thou art the LORD our GOD. Coming, you see, includes 
or proceeds upon a real persuasion, that the LORD is our 
GO^D. While we are wholly destitute of this persuasion, 
we stand at a distance, and our souls are afar or. We are 
heyer brought nigh 5 we never come in the prophet’s sense 5 
tiU we are taught to say» each one for himseif, thm art tf^ 
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LOUD my GOD, —The act of trusting in CHE 1ST is 
much of the same nature. It presupposes, that CHRIST is 
the trustee ot the covenant of grace; it proceeds upon a 
conviction ot his faithfulness in executing the office ; and it 
as a solemn surrendering or giving up the whole affait of 
our salvation into his hand. Giving it up, not in uncertain¬ 
ty of success (this would be mhlrusting, rather than trust¬ 
ing) but with a certainty, in some measure, suitable to the 
fidelity and ability of HIM, with whom we have to do. 

If you still siM doubtful, whether any such persuasion is 
implied in iruving, let us choose a referee. Let us carry 
our controversy to the Kmg of hracL Inquire ot David, 
why he trusts in the LORD, and what he means by trust¬ 
ing ? To both these enquiries he answers distinctly and ful¬ 
ly. “ The LORD is my high tower, my shield, and he in 
** whom 1 truit f. He is a shield—He i:» my shield—Ot 
** this I am persuaded, and therefore I trust in him : or this 

I believe, and in so doing, I trust on him.'” 

1 her. This air of assurance, which runs through all your 
representations of faith, appears somewhat presumptuous in 
my eye. It is as if people pretended to know and claim 
their seat in heaven, before tlie judgment day. 


• T«r. iii. Tt»i text relatei to the backiliding Ifraehtts. It ii obfervsbie, thrt 
Ae/ do not Uy cUiiiti to the LORO a$ thetr GOO, bwauic they are penitents. But are 
enconreged to return, from the bare rtbef of hii gracious declarations. The return of the 
childmivof GOO. otter backSidtiig, Uof the fame nature, and proceeds upon the fame 
frouncis, to tl«Ir htft approach, According to that invariable role, “ as you have receiv- 
ed CHRIST JESUS the LORD, fo walk ye m Win. 

Th» doctunci* ttught, and Tcprefrnted under the fame image, Um, xlv. §4. “ T* 
HJUpiaUntntme. What doe* this figurative expreffion figoify? The prophet himfelf 
anfwer* ourqpcftion, »id explains bta own meaning Surciy,Jkali one Jay, tn the LORO^ 
kne i ngiicoujujs* When people believe thw in their heart, and proieli ihia with their 
wouti), then tney eome unto the LORO, 


■f fM* exi'v. «S Seea)ro,;f^» yxti. 14. Jfat. xii. a. andefpecially a Ktngi xviil. 
30. Whirl the Geaml, gives ui an expefition of the word tr^, Thia 

fiian, unaequaimed Wtt|h theological controveities and nice diftinfliORS; having no other 
iilformation, butwhai was dcrived^frotn common fenfe, and the common pnnciples of 
amkind, lee* tdl that tve tsoatend for, romprehenRed tn the eapreffiop, /ti not Mezektak 
ffuike yon tr^ tn tht JWMP,the UfHD ntilJrtely dthver us* To tjfuft m the Loao , 
is, according to this ahnormU fajpiens, to fay from the heart, and declare with the mouth 
tlw lORO will deliver - he wiii deliver u* he will furely deliver us.——Mull it not b« 
I ihatne to ehrifiiaos, if they lavcaseaiier apprehenfions oftrufttnj 10 JSHOVAHi thM » 
jAfttthau md an idolfior. 
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Asp. And is this so strange or presamptuous a thing ? In 
forraef ages, people made no scruple to declare ; We know 
that tf our earthlp house of this tabernacle were dissolvedt we 
have a huiliims^ oj GOD^ a house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens. And these are people, whom you need 
not blush to be iike, nor be afraid to copy after. 

The Papists, I own, take great offence at the word assu¬ 
rance, and utterly explode the doctrine *. But they arc 
no infallible guides, for us to follow; neither are they very 
inviting patterns, for us to imitate. You and I, Theron, 
cannot reasonably be offended, at the expression, or the 
doctrine; if we recollect what we have been taught, in 
the first stage of life, and what is professed, in the last scene 
of mortality. We arc taught even from our infancy, that 
the sacrament of the LORD’S supper, is not only a sign of 
spiritual grace, bnr a pledge to assure us thereoff. At the 
interment of the ^ 5 .;ad, we jmdessour sure and certain hope 
of a resurrection to eternal life J. That this is always ap¬ 
plied, witl) due propriety, in our burial-service, 1 will nofc 
venture to assert. That it sufilcicnlly countenances my sen < 
liments, none will undertake to deny. If this countenan¬ 
ces, the Apostle authorizes them; when he addresses us, 
with tiiis very remarkable exhortation; haviuff therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
JE^Uvi, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance 
cf faith ;§ with a firm persuasion of acceptance; with a 
certain expectation of success. 

After all, if )Ou dislike the word assurance, we will 
•change it for the more softened, and more modestly-sound¬ 
ing term, appropriation.—“ Faith, he icdls us, is a work ot 


• Ont ')f their unrl ',ht.ouf decree-,, ellabhthcd by <he covJniet of Tren:, i» t “ If Jry 
*• (hall lay that fiith is iiothi-ig the, lut a Confidence or alTarante of the itici< y 

• •* of GOli, p.ird»niu 5 fms for t llRhl'j lake, let him b« acCuried Muli we not CJil 
ih* aflembly, wluch «>uld pals iui h hoiiihle dofirme into a law*, the Synagi'Sue of of lu- 
lati? Ooahi we not to ee poftulitc, with iucb a doEnsat./tiig and dsatrnn^ Ipim, mile 
■word* ofthe ApofUe? ‘’Ofullof ail lubtihty and all milehu-t, ilwi child of the a«v.., 
“ thou enemy of all righttoulndi., wdt thou not cs-ie to perveitiha i ig,bt ways ji t&e 
Aftsaiti. >0. 

t CburahCstachifia. t *jrml Q.Tee. 
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; rtSl-J' g*:si^S■ 

. liJ'u5!‘b”S.S"TS« IkS to"". ■"•1“ 

S-t;W feS" .to — 

the 1" • e iffs ;„r own%ortion. Is CHRIST 

Itrhata'oFGileaa, full of saving health? To appropriate 
*u* h U to take and npply it for the recovery of our 
And wi.:hout such an appropriation ho« can . 
^TcTther be enriched by the former, or healed by the 

farther explain my meaning, and exemgify the 
^iL bv considX CHRIST inliis several offices,- 

&HRICT, as a priest, >s 'pa^o ^ !“ce oTouT 

Smls, in® the LORD 

our souls, thou^ rHR 1ST as a Kinff, is made unto de- 
iight uiita wet« -.-rir ^tion -When we appropriate the 

praved creatures MTV KING, this is our comfortable 

“"“f thellrd ^ 1 dS me from ivery evil vyo.k 

^ W^sTfiZre never uses the term appropriation. 

, Ther, llic scri^v’^e r form of sound 

•Will it not draw Will it not lead us into a 

’ * V*’ . t “*,..’iL3''a'i^d bv human wisdom,? Perhaps. 


• Itsil six. »4* 


* k Ti»i. tv. 4* 
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is enough to know the truth, ond believe what JESUS has 
done. According to that which is written ; his know¬ 
ledge shall my righfeous servant juslify many. 

Js/>. Do you experienec this to be enough, Theron ? Is 
this sufficient to dispel yoiir fears, and calni your consci¬ 
ence? Does this comfort your heart, and fill you ivith all 

pyl . 

1 he scriptural knowledge; that which the HOLY 
GHOST te.^ches; is of the appropfiaring kind, Aiul if 
the doctrine be contained in scripture, it should seem an 
over-refined scrupulosity to cavil with the diction. 

Bg his knowledge shall my rghteous servant judify many. 
That is, by the knowledge of liim, as our atonement, and 
our redemption ; who was woundnljor our sins^ and bruised 
jor our iniquities. Thus the prophet expounds bis own 
text j and lends us a clue, that may lead us into our Lord^s 
meaning, when he^ declares ; this is life eternal^ that they 
may know thee fhe7mfy true GOD, and JESUS CHRIST 
whom ikon hast sent. That they may knovv thee, O GOD, 
as completely reconciled, and infinitely gracious to them.— 
That they may know JESUS CHRIST, as the s.de cause 
of this blessed reconciiirtion j by satisfying justice, and 
bringing in an everlasting righteousness. 

7'his IS consonant to tiiat general maxim, laid down by 
the Apostle, zvehave known and believed —What ? That Goo' 
is love ? 'Fhis is part of the truth, but not the whole.—That 
he.exercises it freely, and with oveifhwing abundance? 
Neither does this come up the measure or the believer’s 
knowledge.—But we have known and believed the special,- 
the distinguishing love, which GOD hath towards us, in 
JESUS CHRJSi.—'I'his is the knowledge^ which justifies 
the, ungodly, and sanctifies the sinner. In this, kiiowiedge,; 
you see, their is an application to ourselves j a belief that 
the blessing is our own; or, in other words, an appropri¬ 
ation, towards us. 

Ther, So then an application to ourselves, or a belief 
that the blessings of the gospel are our own, is what yoit 
mean by appropriation. 
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Asp. Add, our own by virtue of the divine grant, and 
this-is my very meaning. That an appropriation of this 
kind is included in the essence of faith, is the sentiment I 
would maintain.—Which sentiment might be confirmed, if 
such confirmation were demanded, by a multitude of the 
most illustrious witnesses. Witnesses so illusHous, that 
they were a blessing to the world, and an honor to human 
nature. So numerous^ that without giving an abstract of 
their testimonies, it might seem tedious only to recite their 
names 

Iher. I will dispense with your recital of their names, 
only let me have a specimen of their testimonies. 

Asp. First, let me present you with Dr. Owen ; than 
whom has produced few writers, either more ju¬ 

dicious or more devout. “ Faith, he tells us in hh'Cate* 
“ cfifsiTij is a gracious resting upon the free promises of 
** GOD, in JESUS CHRIS i' for mercy, with a,//m per- 
“ suasion of heart, that GOD is a reconciled father to us in 
“ the SON of his love.*’ 

Next, let me introduce an author of renown. From our 
iister country, Scotland. Mr. Davidson asking, “ What is 
that faith, which is the only instrument of this strait con- 
** junction between CHRIST crucified and us, ?” Teaches 
his disciple so reply ; “ It is the persuasion of the heart, 
“ that. CHRIST, by his death and resurrection, hath taken 
** away our sins ; and cloathing us with his own righteous- 
ness, has thoroughly restored us to the favor nf GOD,.” 
To these I would add the learned and justly celebrated 
Altingius, professor of divinity at Heidelberg. “ Faith, he 


• If the reader fhould inquire after their names, he will find lotne of them enumerated 
in '.he tollowing catalogue. luther, Calvin, Mcbncihon, Beza, Bullmger, Bucer, Knox, 
Craig, Mdvil, Bruce, Oavidfon, forbes, &c. Urlinus, Zaiichius, Juniu*, Pilcaior, Rol- 
lodi., Uanaeua, Wendelinu*, Chamierus, Sbarpiiu, Hodius, Pareus, Triglastfri, 

^CrHbertus & Jacobus), Arnoidue, Marefiua, the four profeiiors at Keyden, Wiilaeus, 
Kivftus, Polvaoder, Thyfius; Wollcbiu*, Hcideggerui, ElTeiiiui, Turretiuus. &c, Many 
eminent Britifli divines, ISilhop Babington, Uavenam, Uall; Mr. Perkins, Pemble, Wiilei, 
Goi^e, R ii'J'rs, Bergel's, Owen, Marlhal, &c 

I Ai. e wi ic anparenily and demonftrably in an error, yet, to err with fwch company, 
and in the i o’ltrps of Inch guides, muit very much tfflid to mitigate the Icvcnty of cea- 
"iure. But, ' ('flievc, fvW fenoH* perions will venture to diarge error and delufion upoe 
ftsch a veucra'ti’e body of proteilant divines : to eminent foMbeir learning; io egeiDplirjf 
r»r tlwir hoUneii; and whole lahauri wei# fv vanarkably owned by CrOB. 
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” savh% is 'A knowledge of the grace of GOD in CHRIST, 
'* together with a (iduciary reiitAiCe on it, or an applicapjtt 
of it to a man’s own selfP 

'fhese testimonies are but as the tythe to the whole crop. 
.Yet these are more than enough to exempt me from the 
charge of singularity. You will not wonder therefore, if I 
still abide by the good old doctrine, which is espoused by 
so many of the ablest judges ; which was the darling tenet 
of almost all reformers; and which is the avowed belief, 
not of a few single persons only, but of many famous pro- 
lestant churches. 

Ther. Pray let me hear, what the protestant churches 
say. Their testimony, though not infallible, is doubtless 

very considerable. 

^ ^ ^ •^1 

/Isp The testimony of the English church is already pro¬ 
duced. You shall now have the declaration of tlic church 
of Scotland. In her national covenant, she has these me¬ 
morable words ; •'fVVe detest and refuse the usurped au- 
“ thority of that Roman Antichrist, his general and douhf^ 
" some faith.” From which words wc naturally draw these 
two conclusions—That, since the Popish tanh is a doubt- 
some faith, the protesiant faith is an assured faith—That 
since the Popish faith is a general one, the protest ant faith 
must needs be a faith of special application. 

Now Jet us hear the unanimous sutirage of the Palatinate, 
It is enquired, in the twenty-first (juestion of thc'ir public 
Catechism, “ What is true fatth ? ’ I'o which this answer is 
returned. “ It is not only an assent to all the truths which 
“ GOD has revealed in his word ; but it is an assured 
" trust, wrought by the HOLY SPIRIF in my heart, that 
“ remission ot sins, compieat righteousness, and eternal life 
“ are given ; freely given, not to others ouiy, but to my- 
self j and all this, from the mere mercy of GOD, through 

•” tne alone CilRIS r.” 

Omitting the confessions of several other foreign church- 
cSj, Tshali only subjoin the doctrine of the Dutch Divines, as 
it is dejiyeied in their brief compendium of chrisdo-n rchgi- 
on. Huest, What is a sincere faith ? Ans. it is a sure 
knowledge of GOD and his promises, reveaicd to us m 
the gospel; aud a harty confidence, that ali my sins are 
forgiven, ior CHRlST’i sake.” 
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With all these testimonies, which are thevo'ce of nations 
J have the happiness to coincide. Only some of them are 
much stronger, in displa)ing and maintaining the special 
fidutiii, or aTiyiiopriating persuasion.—From this view of 
things, you w ill at least allow, that the personal application 
ol CHRIST, and the assured conddence in CHRIST, are 
not, (as they have very indecently been called) tlu fictionof 
a (ia?.y brain — Especially, as | apprehend, the determina- 
ons ot scripture, and the experience of scriptural saints, arc 
a|i on (tur side. 

'liter. You have now brought tlv' muse to the propci 
bar. When a question v) inipoitanl isdcba’-cd, and an in¬ 
terest so momentous is concerned 1 cannot acquiesce in any 
authority less than divine. I cannot, and indeed I think 
\ye ought not. Nothing sliould satisfy us on such an occa¬ 
sion, but the \^ord, whicli is luvnting and decisive ; the 
word by which wc arc to stand < r iaii eternally. iie.ue 
docs it appear, that the detciminatiuns of this divine word, 
arc op your side } 

Asp. From the ncMest description r;l faith, w'hicli lan¬ 
guage itself can loin>. The uritcr to the UebrnvSi having 
the life ot taith, the perseverance of faiilr, and the end or re- 
' ward ot faith, procceds-to a definition of this leading grace. 
IShmJaith is (he substaiice of ikin^s hoped for ^ the evidence of 
ihinps not^cen*. —'Ihe evidence, exhibiting not a tai t 
surmise, but a dear demonstration, both of invisible bles¬ 
sings, and of our right to enjoy them.—The substance re¬ 
alizing what is promhed j and giving us, as it were, a p6‘* 
scusion of good things that aie remote, a present possession 
of good things that are future. ^ 

Ihcr. What arc those blessing'^, and these good tirmgs? 

Asp. I will inform my Theroii, and in such a manner, 
from such paGsages, as shall tatihi i ascertain my representa¬ 
tion of faith.--What says the Apostle of dre (^entiles? / 
preached unto you the pospcl f.—And what is the substance 
pf th’s evangelical message r C IIRIST died tor our sins|. 


• Kct. JKl, I. 

r Cc-. \v, 4. j C'^r. *v, j,. 
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That so exalted a p'^rson as the SON of GOD, and LOR?), 
of gi)rv’, should die, is wonderful--that he should die for 
sios, rhe most abominable objects, and for sinners, the most 
detesb'.ble creatures, U abundantly more wonderful—that 
he die, not for sins in general, but for our sins in 

particular, this is inexpressibly wonderful, and at the same 
ti ne inexpressibly comfortable—Here we have the gospel 
in this prono-iition, CHRIST died tor sins. Here we have’ 
faith and its principal acting, expressed in this proposition, 
CMillST died for our sins. Till the former is preached, 
the (locirir)e is not gospel; till the latter is believed, it 
should seem from St. Paul’s account, the conviction is not 
fa.th. 

Let me produce another instance, extracted, like the pre- 
cedir*;;, from the rolls of heaven. 'I'liis is the record, that 
hath given to us, eternal life *; not proposed it, on I 
know nor what conditions, but have given. Freely and 
fuliv ; without anf Veserve; and with a liberality suited to 
Ins incomprehensible goodness, he hath given the richest ol 
all gifts; and not to some only, or to others, but to us even 
to us. 

J'/iH'. To us, that is, to the .apostles and their fellow- 
saints. As the epistle was written by an Apostle; it is 
certainly addressed to men of like mind ; to the saints that 
are upon the earth, and such as excel in virtue. 

4sp. True: but was eternal life ^iven to them, because 
they were Apostles? No, verily ; but because CHRIST 
died for them.—Did CHRIS 1' die for them, because they 
excelled in virtue ? In no wise; but because they were 
miserable sinners.—Eternal life tvas purchased froip them, 
when tiiey were sinners. It was consigned over to them, 
when tlicy were sinners. And neither the purchase, nor 
the |ift, were founded on their being saints, but aimed at 
. making them so. 

That ClfRISr died for our sins—that GOD hath given 
to us eferntd life—these are the blessings, of which faith 
the evidence; these the good things, of which faith is tho 


f i John, V. Q. 
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tubstance. This is the honey in the evangelical hive: and 
1 am at a loss to conceive,, how it is possible to taste the 
honey, without some appropriation of the good tilings to 
ourselves.—This appropriation, if I mistake not, is compre¬ 
hended in the several figurative descriptions of taith, which 
occur in holy writ. 

Ther, Favour me with some of those descriptions. I 
begin to see a peculiar beauty, and an unequaled richness, 
in the figures ot scripture. Nothing yields me a more re¬ 
fined pleasure, than to investigate and discover the exact 
«ense of those instructive images. It is somewhat like 
kindling the consecrated incense: which, when rising in a 
flame, diifused light, when spreading in clouds of fragrance^ 
distributed refreshment. 

. Jsp. Faitli is styled, a looking unto JESUS But If 
we do not look unto JESUS, as the propitiation for our sins, 
what comfort or what benefit can we derive from tliesight.^ 
A receiving of CHRIST f. Cut can 1 have any pretence 
to receive him, and take possession of his merits, unless I 
am convinced, that they are offered or given to me ? This 
is what neither the dictates of conscience will allow, nor 
the laws ot reason authorize.—A resling upon CHRIST 
But how can we rest on a surety, if we have no persuasion, 
that he has interposed on our behalf ? Or how confide in a 
payment, which wc believe to be made for others, not for 
ourselves? Surely,'Theron, when 1 rest upon an object, I 
use it as my support. When I receive a giit, I take it as 
my own property. x\nd when the Israehics looked unto 
the brazen serpent, they certainly regarded it as a remedy, 
0ach particular person for himselt. . 


Heb. Kit. 2, + jotin i. i». 

« 

J I ind tyo 'kotif. ii)tbp r>ri®irta 1 , whijfh eiprpfTcs the pr,vile^[e and the duty ft rellmg 
m CHRIST, which jwpiic!. iucji J of aci^uieltciicc, aii (liciici:# the cidJtiour* ot 
kieiice, and «oinp#>le. ttie penurba! .tin of the Iptrit; which (i|.;iiih.'k the rtfrefbuieni imd 
isctioieofa weary pdgriiR; whi-ri he arrive!, at tlieend of hi> jiimncy, aiirt i» lv..cK<itOr 
Jfu iaa lec'urc, cumm ^dtoua, pii'l.ltfut habitaiion. I'Jaf. nKxvti, 7. (fat. jtxviii- le. 

i» not potr»ht(*., fails Mr, liaiion, to conceive a foul reflini qi» CJiRIil'iax talvaiioo, 
'“ 'Without a perlu.iiio/i, that it fhall have life, ai.d laivaiion through him." And 1 may 
»dd, it i» cfjualiy iHipiiihiiie, without f.ictia pcitaahuii, to aijoy the j'-tju-ciocace 01 obtaul 
'tfui i;epuic, hintiid ik iha aforcmui.ciotud tcuta. 
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TTier. To cast f:uTselv«$ upon CHRIST as aii all-suflici* 
ent SAVIOUR ; a nd rely on him. for our whole salvation ; 
is not this real faith ? This is what 1 heard, sometime ago» 
from a celebrated pulpit. 

/fsp. The persuasion, that CHRIST is an all-s.ufBcient 
SAVIOUR, is undoubtedly a persuasion of what is true. 
But is short of the truth, *or which 1 am pleading. Neither 
docs it come up to the faith, by which I am saved ; unless 
I honor his declared good-will, as well as his own-sufficient 
power ; aud on the authority of the former, regard the latter 
as my own. 

You credit on<“ part of the report, that CHRIST is a suf¬ 
ficient SAV’IOUR, on the the testimony of GOD who can¬ 
not lie. Wfiv should vou not ere lit the same authentic tes¬ 
tifierwhen he repeatedly declares, that this SAVIOUR, 
with al! his sufficiency, is really given to you ? So glven^ 
that your most confident appropriation cannot be diap* 
pointed. 

This is what w^as taught, from the pulpit of infallibility 5 
and by those first of preachers, who spake as the HOLY 
GHOST gave them utterance. Let the Convinced sinner, 
and the nfilicled soul, fmst in (he name of IheLOHl), and 
stay upon his GOD, Lei him not only reverence CHRIST, 
as the incarnate GOD, and therefore mighty to save ; but 
look upon CHRiSV as his GOD, and thereby made re- 
demphou to him in particular. 'Phiis let him lean upon the 
ROCK t of without indulging a doubt, concerning 
his right to make use of it, or the possibility of its failing 
bim. 

Ther. To cast ourselves upon CHRIST then, according 
to your explanation,* denotes an application of his saving 
merit to ourselves. 


f* Th« LORlV, fpeaking by the pmphrt Ifa<uh, ft ern'i to wonder, that atiy can doubt of 
ku W(U, afterthey have hi-ari In* t.tll “ tUurtfjre token 1 cumc, was there no nan, ani 
tuken J tiiUei was tke>e nine loan frutr ^ IJti). 1 |t. .Sure ii nvUl be owing to lome iut. 

♦* pieionot rfty power to la\c. Wnh rei'pccl to my wlihri.viei).. ihefc ran be no room foj 

heruation My Lll puts tb*.s matter ueyond all n- donablc doubt,”-i’herefoie he pr«»*, 

«*d», mibe following wor.'li. 'o r.' e loc moil uuqusiUai,table proof* of ins. oinuipoi*mj»' 
A tny Aand'JkartfRid, that i caunut reueim f &c, 

+ Ifai. 1. i®» . > '• 
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Jsp, To cast ourielves upon CHRIST; to cast our bur¬ 
den, or to cast all our care f upon the LORO ; are Meta¬ 
phors, which may receive some elucidation, from an inci¬ 
dent recorded in the acts. Wheu the mririncrs and passen¬ 
gers, whicli sailed with St, Paul, saw ilieir vessel shattered; 
saw the waves prevailing ; saw no hope of safety from con¬ 
tinuing in the ship ; they cast themselves :J; upon the floating 
planks. They ca^t themselves upon the planks without 
any scruple, not questioning their ri^ht to make use of 
them; and they clave to those supporters with a chearful 
confidence §, not doubting but, according to the Apostle’s 
promise, they should escape safe lo land.—Be this what 
people mean, when thL-v speak of venturing or casting 
themselves upon CHRIST, and I approve uf the expression, 
I subscribe the doctrine jj. It speaks what I wish for ray 
iriend, for myself, and for my fellow sinners. 

, Let us shift our situation, and view the point in another 
light. Consider the blessed and glorious object of our 
faith.—CHRIST is represented by the similitude of bread, 
heavenly bread, for the hungry soul. Faith is characteriz¬ 
ed by eating the food. Can this be done without a person¬ 
al application ?—CHRIST is held forth uiider the itnage 
of living waters, ever runing, as d always free fur the thirsty 
appetite. But let them run ever so copiously, let them be 
presented ever so freely, they will neither quench the thirst, 
nor refresh the spirits, unless t 'ey are drank To do 
this is the business of faith.—CHRIST is described as a 


t- t PtU v> 7 « t xsvii. 43. 

1| l! U queried, whether thtf* people clave with a chearful confidence.— fo which f 
anfwer. it is certain, that notwithilanding their perilous fituation, they were all of good 
«hear. How they could, in fuch circumftances, be fo afi'ciled, is difficult toapprebend,—- 
.However, they made ufe of the planks, without any demur as to the matter of right; and 
clave to them as confidently, as if they had been bought with their money, and marked „ 
with their name. Thp confidence of appropriation, not the aifuranec sof luccefs, is the 
thing bo be illufitatedi 

I Suchwas the doSfrine, taught by that judicious writer Mr. Sofioa. This blood 
isfor mr, fays the believer; for my pardon, my peace, my fanftificition. And thawe 
fore I will vemure my ail upon it, for'l;imeand for eternity.” 

I Thus the Church of England explains thofc roy{|crio«s exprelBons, whofo aatath ray 
f»£b, jUrd driaketh my blood. 
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garment, to clothe the naked, and beautify the deformed. 
Faith is expressed, by putting on this comratldibiis garment, 
and wearing this beautiful robe. Can any idea, ot* anv ex¬ 
pression, more strongly denote an actuahappropriation ? 

Ther% It is' evident, that many holy people in former 
ages, were not possessed of assurance.-—What is . the Ian--'' 
guage of David ? It is all despondency. I am cast out of 
the sight of thine eyes. To the same melancholy tune is the 
harp of Asaph strung. Is his merer) clean gone for ever ? 
Doth his promise fail for evermore ?—‘Tlie same jealous and 
distrustful air breathes in the complaint of the church. 'Ac 
LORD hath forsaken me., and my LOUD hath forgotten me, 
--Why then should Aspasio set up a rule, which was too 
high to be reached, and too strict to be observed, even by 
those eminent saints ? 

Asp. You should rather ask ; why have the best judges,- 
and the most exer^lary Christians, in their several writings 
set up this rule ? \lny have the Apostles of our LORD, and 
the SPIRIT of our GOD, speaking in the Bible, set up this 
rule ?—To which 1 might reply ; because it is* of all pre¬ 
cepts, the most beneficial. Therefore,*' they have not so 
much set it up, under tlie notion of a strict rule ; as they 
have set it forth, under the character of an open door for the 
chief ©f sinners. 

Your complaint, when put into its proper language# seems 
to run thus ; “ Why must w'e be obliged to proceed u|>on 
“.GOD’s'bare word ? why must we be obliged to trust ia 
“ CHRIST alone, or to assure ourselves of salvation by 
** HIM ?” Whereas, instead of a complaint, it should be 
matter of exultation. We should rather express ourselves 
in this manner; “ Bless the LORI), O my soul *, I a 
** sinner, a vile sinner, should be allowed to take CHRIST 
** ^nd all his salvation, as my owm j and thus to assure my* 

self of pardon, holiness, and glory.” 

This blessing waa certainly enjoyed by the hedy men of 
old. But like every other species of felicity in this world, 
it was eigoyed after an imperfect manner.—^They had an 
assured persuasion of GOD’s present favor, and of theii' 
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own Hnal happineSvS. Nt*verthe1ess, this assured persuasion 
was liable to the assaults, both Of outward temptations, and 
of inward corruptions. Which might, for a while, impair 
its vigour, or eclipse its lustre* though not destroy its being. 
As, under a transient swoon, the spirits tail, the colour de¬ 
parts, but the vital principle subsists. 

You may farther observe, concerning those pious persons, 
that, when they cease to exercise the confidence of faith, 
they lament the failure; I said, fhh is mv infirmity 
'I hey chide themselves for it; Wliy art th >u cast doum 0 
vivsoul — They cncoura^^e tliem>elves against it j Hope in 
6’0Z>t, it is thy unquestionable privilege.—IIow could 
they do this ? bn vvhat grounds, or fr<im what motive ? If 
they had no persu'isinn, that their ransom w'as paid, and 
their GOD reconcile^. Consequently, that all their doubts 
were an iujurv to his fidelity and to his goodness. 

Nay, the church, even under her daikcst apprehensions, 
s*^!!! speaks the scnliment, still retains the grace, for which 
I am pleading My LORD, uttered with her lips, argue, 
an applicatory faith in her heart.-~So copious and pregnant 
are the evidences of this precious doctrine ! It is confirmed 
by that very passage, wliich was produced for its conlu- 
tation. 

77/<t. If this be the sentiment of the church in general, 
it is also t!ie tenip^^roi her particular members } was cadi 
of them animated by this firm and lively faith ? 

z/f/;. Let these ])diticular persons ap])car, and answer for 
themselves.— Hear the declaration oi the Psalmist; 
the LOR DO my soul, and all that /v within me, biav his /w- 
ly name hat is the cause of this holy tianspoit, and 

devout praise ? Is it, because GOD possibly may, because 
he probably will ? No ; but betau.;e ilE actually docs for¬ 
give : JFho fai^ivefh all thine in/gnilies. —Take notice of 
Job's bdifcf, and J )b’j, support,* amidst his unexampled 
sufferings. 1 know that my HEDEDMEli liveih ; not only 
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that there is a Redeemer, but that he is, together with ali 
Ills saving benefits, 7nme, Which being a truth so sweet 
and delightful, is expressed a second time ; whom I sbaU 
.si*efor myself*to my-own advantage, and for mine own 
comfort. I shall see him exerting his.almighty power and 
Infinite mercy, to rescue my body from the grave, and to 
deliver my soul born hell—What was Habakkuk’s security, 
amidst the threatening, the tremendous, the triumphant ma¬ 
lice of his own, and his country’s enemies ? The LORD 
GOD is my strength. lie says not, I ivishy I pray for the 
divine favor, and the divine succour ; but I am persuaded, 
they both are mine j my inestimable portion, and my invi¬ 
olable safeguard. He will make my feet like Hincts feel^ sq 
that I shall escape from all danger ; and he will make me 
walk upon mine high pla&s, beyond the reach of every 
evilf, 

liter. Is this tHF language of believers under the New 
Testament dispensation ? 

■ Jsp. Under every "^dispensation, Theron.—They who 
lived before the law, were persuaded^ of the promises ; had 
not the least distrust with regard to the certainty of their 
performance. Nay ; they embraced them as their own j 
they received them with a particular application j and hug¬ 
ged them, as it were, to their very souls.—'1 hey who lived 
under the law could say ; As far as the East is frvin the 
Westf so far hath he removed our transgressions from ^ts 
—Our transgressions ; he hath removed ; from us.’ This 
is the acknowledgement, not of David alone, hut of the 
Jewish church, fivery true Israelitt either made it, or was 
authorized and exhorted to make it.—And can you imagine 
that, in the days of the gospel, when our advantages are 
greater and our light is clearer, our .faith should be weaker?/ 
St. Peter makes a profession, which excludes all doubting ; 

I am a witness of the sufferings of and also a 

partaker of the glory that shall be revealed <[. St. Pad} 


t 1U\ lif , 9 . 
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ansv\frs. ih the same heroic strain ; “ I am persuaded that 
“ neiti er liff, nor death, nor any creature, shall be able to 

bcperr te me tumi ihe love of GOD, which is ia CHRIST 
“ JESUS nn LORD f*” With both which, the confes¬ 
sion of faith recorded by St. Luke, is exactly correspondent; 
“ We beiie\ e that, through the giace of the LORD JESUS 
** CllRJST, we shall be saved even as they J.’* 

Ther, Was not this a privilege peculiar to the Apostles ? 

Asp, By no means. All believers are brethren, and have 
like precious faith — St. l^aul congratulates himself and the 
Christians at Ephesus, w'ith these delightful words ; “ In 
“ w’hom wc have redemption, througli his bl( od, even the 
" forgiveness of sins/’ Forgiveness he mentions, not as a 
blessing proposed for their acquisition, but as consigned 
over to their souls, and manifested in their consciences. 
Their present poition, as well as their future plea.—St 
Peter exhorts all his converts, dispersed in various paits of 
the world j Gird up the loins of your mind, and hope to 
the end j” or, as the word should rather be translated, hope 
perfectly, hope assuredly, for the grace that is to be brought 
unto \ou at the revelation ot JESUS CHRIST jj. Man - 
tain, not a dim, but a blight hope ; not a wavering, bt jt 
steady expectation, of eternal life. That frpe, but t 
gift of which the LORD JESUS, at his second cornin';, 
will certainly make you partakers.—The Apostle, writ'ii<; 
to his Hebrew converts, encourages tliem ali to hold fast tiie 
ponndence— 

7//er. Confidence ! This is a strong and bold word. It 
lias sometimes given me a little disgust. But recollecting, 
that it is scriptural, I made no objection. However, I 
would gladly know, to what it refers. 

Asp. Jo their final and cvcrlasiing salvation. It is ex¬ 
plained by the sacred wiitcr himself. Knowing, that ye 
nave in heaven, a better and a more enduring substance.— 
This is the confidence, whicli they arc excited to hold fast, 
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Tic adds, and the rejoicing of hope, firm unto the end f.— 
Whence it appears, that a hope amounting to confidence, 
and the joy which naturally results from such a hope, were 
the common portion of Christians; possessed, not barely by 
some few exalted saints, bat by the followers of JESUS in , 
general.—1 might bring many more instances. But why 
should I multiply proofs ? Since the beloved disciple de¬ 
clares ! These things have t written unto you, that believe 
on the name of the SON of GOD, that yc may know that 
ye have eternal life | 

I her, True, Aspasio. This coincides with my apprehensi¬ 
ons. T he scriptures were written—first that we may believe, 
sue! he entitled to eternal life^—next, that we may have the 
Lu‘ tied(fc of our belief, and a,consciousness of our title,— 

T e- .Apostle supposes his correspondents to possess the for- 
ii - r, yet not to have attained the latter. 

.jf.co. Is it certain,that he makes such a supposition? He 
A-ircs, 1 imagine, not with a view of leading them to ei¬ 
ther, but oi' confirming them in both.—He intimates, that 
p.e privilege and the comfort should go together. Jf we 
Relieve, that C.HRIST is our surety; we would be persuad¬ 
er;, that he has paid our debt, and satisfied justice to the* 
very uttermost farthing. If we believe, that CHRIST is 
our bridegroom; we should rest assurerl, that his righteous¬ 
ness,, his inheritance, and his kingdom are ours. And why 
should we fake pains to seperate, what GOD’s word and 
the very nature of things have united ? Will this turn to 
our advantage? Must it not issue in our loss?—Besides, 
according to your own interpretation, whoever falls short 
of this cnearirig knowledge, falls short of one great end 
tor which the scriptures were written. He receives nothis 
lull reward, He only gleans, where he might reapi or ra¬ 
ther, he is tossed on the ocean : whereas, ih^ that believe^ 
have gained the port; have dropped their anphdri and en¬ 
ter into rest §. 


I t Jok» V. I^r'. 
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7her. Believed! What! That our sins are laid upon 
CHRIST? That he was obedient in our stead? That all 
spiritual blcssing^s are, thereby procured for our—even for 
our cnjoymentr Is this the faith, which the Apostle 
means ? 

Asp. The blessing? you have enumerated, are the sum 
and substance of the gospel. And I know of no other 
justifjing faith, but that which relates of the gospel, and 
believes its report *. Nor can I think, that any other be¬ 
lief will administer the tranquility, or produce the rest, spe¬ 
cified by the Apostle.—But why this insignificant expres- 
xion, / think f Hear a better judge, and a more authentic 
witness. Hear what a celebrated divine and an admired 
poet says, upon the subject. Who has very happily stated 
the true nature.of faith ; ihat great duty, and great privi¬ 
lege, of the gospel 1 

O! for a firm, a tailing faith, 

To credit what the Almighty faith ! 

T* embrace the promife of his fon, 

And call the joys of heaven our own ! 

Our own f If w'e omit this circumstance, how poor and 
mean a thing is faith! Unworthy to be distinguished, as 
the leading doctrine of the whole bible,, Scarce worthy pf 
a sinftle w^sb from tiny one, or of another word from us-— 
If we do not comprise this in our faith, what do we more 
|han apostate spirits? They are persuaded, that CHRIST 
and his benefits are bestowed on the elect, on thf convert¬ 
ed on believers. But they cannot believe, that GOD gives 
and all spiritual benefits to them. They have no 
ground for calling these blessings their own. 

^ Here^ I find, lies the core and root of our controvei^y.* 
This is the‘ precise point to be settled j what it is to be¬ 
lieve? What js, included in this very important word 
This quci^ion might renew pur cliispute, and cause the past 
gr^uments to j'ceur. , .Whereas, I w^ould gladly get j\d of 
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disputation. We havr%Iready been too Jong .detained ia 
these disagreeable paths.' However, since you have given 
the occasion, let me avail myself of another text or two.-r— 
For 1 would willingly drive this nail to the head ; ’and,not 
leave my friend unconvinced, on a subject of the uttii6st 
consequence. 

The r.ORD dec lares by his prophet, /, even I am he, 
that bhiteth out their trans^rej^sims. To believe, is to sub¬ 
scribe this declaration; to subscribe with our hand, and 
profess from our heart, “ LORD it is done, as thou hast 
“ said.”—Faith is, it I may so speak, the echo of. the di¬ 
vine voice. It eagerly catches, and puiKtually reverbe¬ 
rates the jnyfnl sound. Does Ood say, thon art my people? 
faith replies, tiiou ait my GOD: not barely'desiring, but 
confidently averring, an interc.'.t in his faviir. Tiiis expla¬ 
nation of faith, is given us by a wisdom, which eanriot be 
deceived; by a fideiily, which cannot deceive Once 
more. Our LORQ,bears this testimony concerning Hio- 
nias; Thomas, thou hast believed. Now then, I tliink, we 
have an infallible touchstone. Provided vve can discover, 
what that; is, which JESUS CHRIST cplls believing.—• 
Whatever it be, it is the determination of truth it.selfj and 
ahoukl pass for a verdict, from w liich there lies no appeal. 
And this, this is the confession, which Thomas made, and 
to which CHRIST refers; my LORD, and my GOD f.— 
This, this expresses, what our divine MASTER calls be¬ 
lieving. When, therefore, we conlcbs with our lips, and 
ar'c persuaded in our hearts, that JESUS is our LORp^ 
who bought us with his blood ; tliat JESUS is our GOI>, 
Who will exert all his adorable perfections for our good j 
then we truly lielicve. We believe, in our SAVlOUR’s 
sense of tli^J word. We have that faith, which he alioytrs 
to be genuine. 


. • Hof. 15 , 43. Ft may not lie and it wilt very wmf,'rtab’e to <»b« 

,{«tvc 5 thee <ltr» teiiitdi, not a vinuoutanO obied.tfjJij l'iit a relxtUoujl 

cob cofM-nar-dsCvcii who Iwd, hlr'herio wsdksd icjte.hct uillaUl 
14 oil iiiai liiUr UvJici, tn tftu tcry fiili ilepot ih<lf retura, ‘1 . _ , * 
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liter» tliis the constant latj^kge of faith ?—Accord¬ 

ing to this account) there is no deference between tlie in¬ 
fant and the adult; between the newborn babe, and the 
ful*grow'n man in CHRIST. Your spiritual children, 
Aspasio, must be men* from their birth; nay, born in all 
the vigour of manhood. Whereas, the Apostle makes an 
evident difference bcjtwcfn the babes, the young men, and 
the fathers j between faith, the assurance of faith, and the 
fuU assurance of faith. If we are told of a Patriarch, who 
was strong in faith; we read of some Roman converts, 
who were weak, in the faith; and w'c hear our LORD 
peaking to disciples, who were fearfvil and of little 
raith. 

Asp» Between faith, and the full assurance of faith, the 
Apostle makes a difference. 'J'he one is the most exalit'd 
pitch, where the other is but an inferior elevation. Yet 
both are rounds of the same ladder. I don’t remember, 
that the sacred writer any where distinguishes between 
faith and assurance. Faith and conhdcnce are jorned in 
the epistle to the Ephesians. It is the opinion of the best 
critics, that the sense of the latter is included in the former. 
The critic's opinion is confirmed by the Apostle’s manner 
of speaking, we have access vvith confidence through laithf. 
Could yonder sun diffuse warmth through the air, if it had 
BO warmth in itself? Impossible! No more could faith pro¬ 
duce confidence in the believer, if, in its own natuie, it did 
»ot contain the ‘.ame. 

The case of little faith, I think, may be explained from 
our lord’s own ex| ostulation; O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt? Here was a faith, not only in 
CHRIST'S power, but also in his will. Nay j here was an 
appropriating faith, by which the Apostle applied both to 
himself .—** I verily believe, that my divine MASTER is 
•* able to preserve me, even though I venture to tread upon. 
** this tempesfcnous sea. 1 am persuaded likewise, that he 

will uphold me, and not sufu r his servant to perish in 
** the hasiardous enterprise*” Nothing less than this could 
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have nro ]«iced that haj^af'loas putcrpt-rze* or have cmbold^ 
ened hiai to walk upon the rolling billow^i 

Do vou not diiCern, in this instance, some degree of per-* 
sonal application* some real assurance of faith ? *Tis true* 
this faith was violently assualted by doubts, and greatly in-^ 
feebled by fears vet still, it was of the applecatory kind* 
He can, he will, were expressive of its nature; though the 
boisterous xvinds, and the terrifying appearance of things^ 
almost drowned its voice, ®r stifled the words in their utter¬ 
ance. 

Tiler, If you allow no difference between faith and con* 
fldence, I am very sure, St John puts a difference between 
babes, young men, and fathers. 

y^s}}. He does, Thcron. And so would I. Neither can I 
think, of any thing more proper to explain my meaning* or 
establish tenet, than your own comparison.—-In some 
fruitful family, you may see one child in leading-stringsi 
another able to wal^^’by itself; a third come home* improv* 
ed and cultivated, from the scool of literature. Observe 
their speech. One lisps out a few broken sentences; anu« 
ther talks as learned to express himself, with tolerable pro¬ 
priety. Yet each speaks the same language, notwithstand¬ 
ing the various degrees of fluency in their utterance, or pu¬ 
rity in their diction.—^So faith always speaks one and the 
same uniform language, Whether she lisps or stammers 
whether she wiapers in faint accents, or raises her voice ia 
a more manly toue^ this is still the unvaried import of hetf 
speech ; even our own GOD^ will give us kis biessmg^^ 

Can you forget, bow St. John addresses even his little chU- 
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dren? J xorite wUo yoUf little children, because your sms ake 

FORRIVEN f. 

Ther, Will not this account discourage some, and olTend 
others, whose experience comes short of any such persua¬ 
sion ? 

^sp, T would not offend the meanest, nor discourage 
the weakest of my REDEEMER’S servants —As tor of¬ 
fence j that cannot be qiven, and ought not be taken, when 
all wc advance is stiictly conformable to the unerring ora¬ 
cles. Whereas, to (jualify and attenuate the scriptural de¬ 
scriptions of faith, complaisance to our own exoerience— 
to make the unhappy fluctuatium and unworthy suspicion'-, 
which possess tlie beasts of some particular Christians—to 
make them the rule of ex) laitiing, or the measure of en¬ 
forcing so capital a duty ; this, sure, would be an oficuccto 
COD, an injury to his word, and detrimental to the wel¬ 
fare of souls. 

With regard to discouragement; I cannot conccive,how 
this should ensue, from informing sinners, that they liave a 
right to apply CHRIST, and all CHRIST’S merits to tliem- 
seives : or from exhorting sinners to do this, without ai.y 
heiitation, and with a resolute dependence. In this case, 
to doubt is to be discouraged. As much as you want cer- 
taintv, so much you want consolation. The proper way to 
comfort these distressed peo})Ie, is not to allow but to dissi¬ 
pate their doubts; to blow away tlrose dead ashes, that tlie 
smothered embers may shine and glow. 

Were we to inriulrc after the cause of that disquietude 
and despondency, w hich arc so common among modern 
professors, 1 am inclined to suspect, we should 6nd it lying 
hid in their wrong* apprehensions both of CHRIST, and of 
faith .—1 hey look upon CHRIS T, as a rigorous and forbid¬ 
ding monarch, who insists upon some hard terms and high 
(jualifications. Whereas, his heart and his' arms arc ever 
open. His heart as open, as infinite love can set it; his 
arms as open, as infinite merit can make them.—They look 
upon laillv as containing a possibility only, ox at xaost a 
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probability of salvation tnrough his name. It is with them 
a kind of pt!r(idvcnfui*c, A situation of tiiind, fluctuating^ 
and ])enduloii>.■ Perhaps, I may succeed^ and bceternal- 
‘‘ ly blessed. Perhaps, I m^y be rejected, and eternally 

ruined.” Such a state ot suspense, in an affair of eveij 
lasting consetjuence, cannot but create uneasiness and 

anxiety. t* i 

This uneasiness and anxiety seem to have been little 

knovvn in the earlier and better days of the Church. 
why ? Because Christians were theit exposed to the rage of 
persecution ? Because they were placed nearer the time of 
CHRIST’S personal abode on earth? I rather think, be-.- 
cause they were taught this particular and comfortable ap¬ 
plication of CHRIST and his righteousness. They ex^. 
cised a confident affiance on JTSUS, as their own RK- 
DEFMER ; and were shewn a more direct way to obtain 
this blessed confidence, than merely to search after their 
own renewed qualities. 

Ther. Surely, Aspasio, in this particular you differ, not 
from m; only! but Lm the generality of the Orthodox. 

Asp, I am sorry to find my self under a-neccssity or dif¬ 
fering from any worthy persons, much more of disagreeing 
with the generality. This I can safely aver, that it is not 
from an affectation of novelty, or any fondness for disput¬ 
ing, but from a disinterested regard to the truth or the gos¬ 
pel I should be glad to have the concurrence of all tiic 
se/ious, and all the pious. But 1 dare not purchase their 
approbation, I dare not attempt a coalition of sentiments, 
by diminishing the boutidless riches restricting 

the absolute freeness of salvation by CriKib l- 


the word or revelation r i nis spcaiv* 

.some hundred, of times in our favour-Is it the doetnne 
of our refomers from ■ property ? With these ^ejornot, 
but exactly harmonize.-Is it to be taken from the old con¬ 
fessions of faith, and the catechisms o( protestant t hut¬ 
ches? To these we appeal, and have the sanction of thqtr 
authority.—Has the modem way of treating and stating 
this momentous subject so much to alledg^e for its support . 





Let trJC farther ask-^are we better than our fatbeas ? Is 
Christianity in a thrivi^ condition. Or practical religion on 
the advancing hand ? The reverse, the melancholy reverse 
is undeniably true.^^When our writers enforced, and our 
preachers urged, what I am defendlng» professors were 
alive, and animated vtith the power of godliness. Where** 
as, now we ^eem to be degenerated into the mere form,*—* 
We have a name to live, but are languid, listless, and it not 
d^ad *, yM ready to die.- It behoves Us therefore to corisU 
del, whether the declension, the decays, the untruitfulness, 
so justly lamented in the present age, may not be owing to 
the absence of this appropriating belief, of this asbured 
persuasion. 

A sweet asFurance of pardon, a comfortable persuasion 
of our reconciliation with (iOl), an established hope of 
eternal glory through JESUS CHRIST; these will be 
operative in the soul, as “ a torch in the sheaf,” These 
will inkindle love, and increase watchfulness j these will 
bept the true humility of mind, and work an unfeigned 
abhorrence of sin ; these will inlarge the heart with chari¬ 
ty, and exalt the affections above the world. These are 
the proper, and the only effectual means of making the 
man of GOD perfect, that is, thoroughly furnished to every 
good work f. 

But the doubting frame is not fitted to yield any of these 
fruits, Nay, I am apprehensive, there are several graces, 
which can hardly be exercised, several duties, which can 
acarsely be pertormed, so long as this spirit of difRdenco 
|)t!evails. 

Name them^ Aspasio, 
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Js/} I am afraid, I ^tiould seem to abrogate the of¬ 
fice of a teacher ; which neither becomes my condition, nor 
is agreeable to my temper. 

Ther. I beseech you my dear friend, let us wave ceremo¬ 
ny, and have nothing to do with compliments. My soul is 
in jeopardy, My present comfort, and everlasting hap¬ 
piness, are at a state. And shall we sufier any little punc¬ 
tilios to overbear such weighty considerations ? 

Suppose, you are a teacher j I have great need, and am 
very desirous to become your scholar- ror I freely confess 
that, knowing as I may seem in other instances, I am very 
igfiorant in the great peculiarities of the gospel. And a 
Heathen would reproach me, if 1 should choose to continue 
in Ignorance, rather than submit to information. 

s 

Cur nefcirtt puitns pravi quavi inure malkm • P 

Nay ; thongb I haiie read the Scriptures in a critical view, 
1 lave been an utter stranger to their spiritual meaning, 
Ik re, 1 am uninstructetl as a babe ; here, therefore, I ought 
to be teachable as a babe. Yes j in this -respect I would 
become as a little child, that 1 may enter into the know¬ 
ledge, and possess the privileges of the kingdom of hea¬ 
ven. 

Your answer, Theron, shall be a law ,^—Lave to 
G()l\ is the first commandment j and without all peradven- 
ture, is the principal grace. But, is it easy, is it possible tb 
love GOD, before we have any persuasion of his love to us ? 
This is what the Apostles did not, could not do. And, If 
it exceeded their ability, it will doubtless be above the reach 
of our capacity. The thing may be attempted, the practice 
may be urged. We may see the necessity of it, and desire 
to perform it. But we shall never, never be able to exer- 
^ cise it, till we have some comfortable apprehension of 
GOD’s reconciliation and good will to us, JVe love HIM 
—Wherefore ? From what inducement ? Because HE,first 
hoei Mi t; and because this love hath beeb made evident 
to oUf consciences, by the light of faitli. 

A 
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What think yon of delif^hf in GOB ? This also is a chris- 
fian grace of eminent distinction, and unsneak.dik' value. 
Bjt /,nzv can two walk together^ except llif\y be agreed ? Wc 
never covet an intimacy with the person, vvho declares 
himself our enemy. Nay, it there be only a suspicion, that 
he bears us a secret ill will, we shall be jealous of trusting 
hini» and averse to approach him. This was the case of our 
first parents, immediately after the fall. Inste ul of drawing 
near to their CREA TOR, with pleasure and gratitude ; 
they fied from him with anxiety and terror. And why ? 
Because they were under the alarming apprehensions of his 
displeasure.—Whereas, let us once believe, what the Apos¬ 
tle affirms; irhen we iverc enemies^ we were reconcihd to 
GOD hj! the death of his SON Let us cordially credit, 
what the IVophet repeatedly declares; Therefore will the 
LORD wait that he may be ‘^raciom unto you ; ami there¬ 
fore will he he exalted, that he may hair merep upon you f. 
Then we shall seek his face with alacrity. Our adectious 
will he on the wing to salute their Almighty BENEF AC¬ 
TOR. We shall joy in GOD through our LORD JlilSUS 
CHRIST. 

Tber. To the enjoyment of many spiritual consolatioiK, 
and the exercise of severakdelightlul graces, I acknowledge 
an assured faith is necessary; but-— 

Asp. Ay, Thcrop, you may well hesitate-. It will be dif¬ 
ficult to fill up the chasm in your discourse. I'or my part, 
I know not any duty of holiness, which can be performed 
aright, without some degree of this confiding faith.—We 
are to xoalk xotnihv of HIM, who hath called us to his kim^- 
dom and ^loryX : l>ut if we doubt, whether we in particular 
are called, how can tliis inlluence onr conversation ?—^Ve 
are to be followers of (R)D, as lus dear children Ij. But if 
we do not, cannot, will not believe, so as to cry “ Abba 

FA THER,” how can such a consideration sway onr. 
hearts ?—Nay ; upon what principles can such a person ad- 
idress himself to discharge any office of the chiiatiati life ? 
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We are to abound in the works of the LORD, from the 
animatin^i? prospect of^ a tjlorious resurrec'iou This he 
cannot do; because Ije apprehends himself to have no lot nr 
portion in tlie blessed hope.—We arc to open our hands ia 
charity to others, under a view of that ht-aveuly kiii^^dom, 
which was prepared for us beiore the foundation c'f tlie 
world f: We are to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
flesh and spirit, on account of those orecirms promises, 
which are free)V given to us inCURlSr JESUS J: but 
where unbelieving doubts predominate, these endearing and 
invigorating motives are lost. The man has no intercsl in 
the encouraging promises, has no title to the blis>ful inheri¬ 
tance ; conse(]ueinly, thct.e smews ol evangelical obeili- 
ence, with respect to him, are benumbed, withered, dead. 

Once again; a true Christian, instead of dreading, loves 
the day of ClIRlST’s final and glorious appearing. St, 
Peter tells us, he looks tor it, with pleasing expectation, as 
Sibera’.s mother for the return of her son. He hastens to it 
in ariicnt desire, astheenan^oured bridegroom to thewibldd- 
for hour of his nuptials. Which, I think ean neither be ra- 
tionublc nor a priu licuble thing, unless we have some 
cheariipg and e^tabiislicd Lope, that v.’kt*u he shall appear, 
wc shah be like huu, and see him as liC is. 


Thet\ Such a mam tnay make and ssuppllcations. 

Though he caunv»t rejoke in the privilege.-., he may rcvjuest 
them at the thr me of gracs^. 

Asp. Pra)cr is a great duly, and as grcit a privilege. I 
W’ish my dear 'Micron the s])int of giace and supplication. 
This will be better, incompamblv better and mofc advanta¬ 


geous, than a key to hiddui t.-<*asa:es, Dat how cmn you 
pray with humble boldness or witii lively hojie, unless you 
believe? Believe, that CUIHST is your liiga-Prie>t , is 
your intercessor with the FATtJER ; and, with all the in¬ 


cense of his infinite merit, prc\a*nts your petit.ons ? Mien, 
ana then only, can you have, vvhat the Apostle calls, bold- 
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ness and access with confidence *. Take notice of these 
vigorous expressions; and at your leisure consider, whether 
they countenance the suspicious and misgiving temper. At 
present observe, how yonder lark warbles and mounts ui 
the firmament} as if she was bidding adieu to the earth, 
and going to mingle with the skies. An image this, of be¬ 
lieving prayer • Should a fowler shoot the soaring songster 
through the wing, how would she fall from her elevation, 
and ftuttcr on the ground! An emblem that, of distrusting 
prayer. 

I know not how to leave this subject, without attending 
to the testimony of St. James .* than which, nothing can be 
more awful, and nothing more decisive. It should really 
alarm the doubting disposition, as much as any solicitation 
to the most horrid sin. It should alarm the whole religious 
world, as much as the Beacons, suddenly kindled and all on 
a flame, would alarm the inhabitants of the maratime coasts. 
** Let him pray in faith, nothing doubting f ; for he that 
“ doubteth is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and 
tost.” Nay j the Apostle adds—and it is an addition 
greatly to be regarded. It should abide with weight on our 
consciences. For it comes from a casuist, who could nei¬ 
ther be too indulgent, through an access ot compassion ; 
nor too rigorous, through an extravagance of zeal—let not 
that roan* the doubting supplicant think, that he shall re¬ 
ceive any thing of the LORD 

Never then, my worthy friend, never more be an advo* 
cate for doubtings. Pursue them with fire and sword 
Give them no quarter. Deal with them as Saul was com¬ 
manded to treat the Amalekites. 

Do you then assert, that none can be a true believ¬ 
er, or find acceptance with GOD, if he be liable to any 
doubts ? 

Js^. Far be the thoughts from my heart, farther still the* 
assertion from my lips,*—That there is no doubling in faith 
I aver j so does common sense; and so will every 
thinldnt person. To receive CHRIST, and doubt of it, is 
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impossible. To believe, that GOD hath given to us eter¬ 
nal life, and at the same time to doubt of it, is self contra¬ 
dictory in short; to doubt of what we believe, is utterly 
incoTisistent.—Yet, though their is no doubting in true fahh^ 
there may be many doubts in the true believer. Because^ 
he does not always exercise his faiifi, and never is perfect in 
his faith. He knows and enjoys, only in part. 

So far from asserting, wdiat } ou suggest, that I verily 
think, there is not a believer on earth, whose faith is wholly 
free from intervals of failure* or from the assaults of doubt-* 
ing. Corruption, inbred corruption, fixes its canorous 
tooth in this, as well as in every other gitt of grace. The 
most advanced saint, who can .steadily say,- LORD^ / 
Ikve i has reason to add, helf) thou mine unbelief !—This 
however I maintain* that all kinds and every degree of 
doubting, are no less sinful, than they arc prejudicial.— 
‘‘riiey are what the gospel censuies, condemns, lorbids*.-—* 
They arc what cmTstians must renounce; oppose j and 
treat, not as occasional enemies, but as irreconcilable ad¬ 
versaries. To these we must offer no conditions of pcacCj, 
but, like llmmibal at the altar, swear perpetual wan 

Methinks, I would borrow the fine figurative language 
of the C’hurch : which, if it has not a direct reference to 
this subject, may very properly be accommodated to it — 
Take us the foxes, those little foxes. They are little in size, 
and seem not very formidable. But they are extremely 
mischievous, and spoil our vines. 'Fliey prey upon our 
comfort; they cat away the vigour of our obedience 5 and 
make all our graces a mere dwart, if not a dead shrub# 

Oo 
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See, Thcron / See yonder black and low-hung 
£ loud! it points this way. It is big with a shower! It 
marches on apace ; and will soon be over our heads. We 
must instantly fly to shelter. 

7 her. It is well we have this summer-house for our shel-' 
ter. The thickest bou'lfhs would be insufficient to screen us. 
I think, I never saw a more impetuous burst of rain. A 
shovver > No, ’tis a descending delus^e. The lafge, ropy, 
recking drops, come down like a torrent ^'.-—Surprising 1 
What a dreadful Jlash was there ! a sheet of sulphureous 
Are, launched from the dismal gloom, and wraping the 
whole skies in a blaze —Not a moment’s interval, between 
the lightning’s rage, and the thunder's roar. How sudden 
and vast the explosion ^ What a deep, prolonged, tremend¬ 
ous peal ensues! it seems, as if the poles of earth, and the 
pillars of nature cracked. 

See, my dear Aspasio! See the direful havock; the hor¬ 
rid effects of this elementaly tumult.—Yonder oak, which 
U'ared its towering head aloft, and spread wide its graceful 
oranches, is, in the twinkling of an eye, turned into a ?w/f- 
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cd Inmk. There it stands, singed and tore ; stripped of its 
Terdant honfjrs *, and surrounded with its own shattered 
fragments. How fearful i.s the artillery of heaven ! 

Asp. And why—-why did not the blow fall on this guilty 
head ? Why was not the fiery boll, which flew so near, 
commissioned to pierce our hearts?—If our heavenly FA- 
1 HER has been so tenderly careful of these perishing bo¬ 
dies, will he not be much more gracious to our immortal 
souls? Will he not clothe them with that immaculate'^obe, 
which is the only security from the stroke of eternal ven¬ 
geance ?—And Jet me ask, can this be a security to us, un¬ 
less we are vested with it ! Could this building, though 
very substantial, have secured us from the rushing rains, if 
had not betaken ourselves to its friendly covert! 

CHRIST is represented, in the prophecy of Isaiah^ by 
this very image; as a place of tefii^Ct and a covert fj'oin 
ihc storm and from rain j*. That is, his merits and death 
arc a sure protection, from the curse of the law, and the 
damnation of hell. No fury of the elements so terrible as 
these; no bulwark of stone so impregnable as those.—If 
this is a proper emblem of CHRIST, to what shall w'e lik¬ 
en faith ? To a persuasion, that the shelter of the summer¬ 
house is free for our use ? To a high esteem of its accom¬ 
modation, an earnest desire after its protection, or an habi¬ 
tual tendency towards it ?—Would this defend us from the 
tnolemencics of the w'cather? Would this keep us dry, 
amidst (what you call) the descending deluge ? Would- this 
esteem, desire, or tendency, unle‘'^s carried into actual en¬ 
trance and possession, be a proper safeguard, or indeed any 
injinner of advantage to our persons? 

Ther. No, Aspasio j neither v/ould a persuasion that the 
aupiimer-house is mine. 

Asp. True; but a belief that CHRIST is mine, is like 
entering the summer-hotihe. When the divine SPIRIT rc- 
Vefls the grant of an all-sufTincni SAVIOUR,, made and 
tendered lo mo a sinner—when I am enabled to confide in 
at the reconciliation for, my iniquities; and in hi* 
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oht (lienee, as the matter of my justification-^when I live 
in tlic exi.rcibc ot this realizing, appropriating faith—then I 
make that use of CHRIST, and receive that benefit from 
bim; which correspond with the repose and security, we 
now enjoy amidht this hospitable structure. Then, as the 
prophet Isaiah speaks, I enter into the ekamberSf the chctrft' 
hers'^of peace and <iakation^ and ’shut the doors about tne*. 

2her. May 1 then, from this instant, look upon Christ, 
his glorious person, his perfect righteousness, and his preci¬ 
ous death, as my certain inheritance ? May I firmly believe, 
that in tins immensely meritorious REDEEMER, I have 
pardon of sins, the promises of the gospel, aftd all spiritual 
blessings, granted unto me w ithout any condition or any re¬ 
serve ? 

Jsp. Why should you not believe all this firmly? You 
have the same reason to believe with a steady confidenc, as 
to believe with any degree of affiance. It is the free pro¬ 
mise ot the gospel, addressed to sinners, that warrants the 
latter; and the very same promise, under the same cir- 
cumstanscs of unmerited munificence, authorizes the for¬ 
mer. 

You have beard my opinion, hear now what our LORD 
himself says; let him that is athirst^ rome ; and whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life Jrcelv -j. The water of 
life is that, which produces, maintains, and strengthens the 
life of GOD m the soul. An office, which nothing can 
.perform, but those spiritual blessings, you have just been 
mentioning. These let the tliir^ty, let the sinner, let who¬ 
ever will, take; as freely, as he makes use ot the most com¬ 
mon refreshments; as freely, as he drinks of the running 
stream. This is the royal proclamation.— 

Hear his gracious invitation. Look unto me, and, be ^e 
saved’ls saved from your disquieting fears, by justification; 
• saved fropiyoux doniiiiecring corruptions, by sanctificati- 
PUj saved from every evil, by complete and eternal re- 
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dcmpttnn. To whom is this most afftctionate call direct¬ 
ed ? Not to a few dislingnished favourites only, but to alt 
the ends of fhc earih. None are excepted ; none are pro- 
hihited ; and can my Theron imagine, that he is exjcluaed ? 

Nay farther; hear our LORD’s earnest entreaty; hear 
his tender and repeated irupori unity ; “As though GOD 
•* *• did beseech you by us ; wc pray you, in CHRIST'S stead, 
“here reconciled to (iOD Hark.! 'Tis the voice of 
infinitely condescending love, sprnkirig bv Iiis Ambassador, 
“ sinners, accept my great ‘salvation. Enjoy what I have 
purchased for you, by ray dying agoni<“s. Do not sus¬ 
pect my kindness, or refuse mv gifts. This will wound 
me deeper, than the spear v/hich pierced my heart."— 
O! fltn grace of our exalted KING < He bows from Ins 
celestial throne. He almost kneels to his guilty^ creatures. 
He begs, he even begS of obnoxious sinners, not to reject 
his mercies.—Alter all this, can you entertain tlic least 
doubt-1 heron, whether }ouliavc a permiss’on to believe 
firmly ? 

74cr. This is c.*:traordinary goodness indeed! I have of¬ 
ten read these passagr^s, Imt never saw them, till this hour, 
in a light so engaging, and so encouraging. 

Should not this three-fold cord be strong enough 
to !"*' de'M* *. It t me add (what must absolutely 
sup'i iu J'M I *v‘< plain* expr^rs, peremptory 

como'and oi* AiAiKv’HdY: “this is his command, 
** tbit wt sh-'mlci I tuc name of his son JKSUS- 

** CliRE/l ‘I." hi >y, 'xamiiie the language; not he al- 
jlowi. onlywr haul) a.Mse^; but he commands;j. Wc 


* •> C' I, V. 1 Jrhiii ii* 


J <»♦>»'*• 1 m ) , ' ” j ' tfmptauon*. T»i- 

foirinLi* t ‘4 It ' it«»ii V II .11 V'»■'«!(,<11 'h . Kiw Itfioi^ Sigeyofc} jn<t }n» 
Jwieaih 1 ) < 'It 1 Sill'. '^nii.l] t leiif \ u; «i t I'liflj,, t pliirW arcufteti him wtlh 
thctrfg % ; '-voi j 5 *' ♦’ V ipp, wliy i!)oi nM'inn ’ Cli^t thttp h*«« tlwt Ood 

*• Ivih t'l *n.Ii‘rl-’'”—— Wht i 1 ('■in thsvviord tOMMAJiD, 

the V* f U piei-aikd mere on i y heart, U an i»il I 

(th«i( * i>'»ftiif* I - 

Uw-Mi ;*t t 'If. Arobrife \eiy ptor«e>ly thfrliOllti hji'h 

Mr hefi >* ■ 4 t,‘‘TinV.tuk { faiinoti Witve, unkk t •'pplv the prO- 

yiUiiek «1 V t , t.iutS* le (t i* my duty to eonUudr, ife«t ^ to tti«r 



BIAtaCVU. 


m 


lyiii p w ^ ‘m im Bii f i»i mn p n ntw 


are not only permitted, but strictly riquired- It is not only 
our privilege, but GOD's positive injunction.—Upon the 
discovery of sutli a SAVIOUR, incthinks every heart 
should cry; “ O! that I might be allowed to approach 
“ him I 'Fo solicit an interest in him ! how gladly would I 
wait, ever so long a time, in ever so mean a posture, if 
“ I might at the last receive him as my portion 1'’—'The su* 
perabundant goodness of GOD, prevenib our wishes, and 
exceeds our hopes. ** I freely give my SON, saith the 
“ LORD, and all his richer to you. 1 beseech you, as a 
compassionate fiiend, not to refuse him. I enjoin you, 
as an uncontroulablc sovereign, to believe on him.”—• 
Gracious ! most amazingly gracious is thib command ! And 
give me leave to hint, it is the greatest, the most important 
command, that ever issued from the throne of glory. If 
this be neglected, no other can be kept ; it this be observ¬ 
ed, all others will be .easy. 

Now Theron, shall we not receive CHRIST, and look 
upon his all-'^ufficient merits, as our own ? Is not oiir war¬ 
rant clear and unexceptionable? Nay, is nod our obligation, 
strong and indispcnsible ? Shull we still dispK’aiC the most 
high GOD, and give him occasion to say ? IJoio lorn; xodi 
tins people provoke me? And how lon^ will it be^ e'er tneybt- 
lieve me, for all the signs which I haie shewed amongst 
them and all the encouragements which I have given to 
them. 

,7/ier. Is this command directed to sinners t ? Make 
this appear, and then I will readily own ; that a fullerproof 
of your point cannot be urged; a stronger inducement to 
believc, cannot be produced. 

Asp, T'ou set me a task, as easy, as it is pleasing. If I 
could not demonstrate this i>oint, I should be at a loss to 
discover any glad tidings in the gospel. 1 mention not the 


• N«mb. *i». 11. See all* rial. T«xv a. ss. 


Tbia is the great difficultv, to he ^ot overby an aw.ik.ened confciaoc^ fliaia 

ft*ttlcd and't a Hand. Her* flfie teei* lion* ras:in,j to teinly her, and mouaUin!. rilinR t« 
•ppafti hei. As this i» Ibe poliag queftion; t w Icraple, ihi'' In often reous* in * w and ««• 
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Jaylorof PA/Z/pp/, who was prevented in the very act of 
suicide. Ijf>ass by the woman of Samaria, who lived in 
a course of fornication. I shall exhibit one proof only, 
which may serve instead of multitudes. Our LORD’S 
commission to his Apostles is, go ye info all Xhe toorld, and 
preach the gospel lo every *.~*-Should you inquire j 

what is the gospel ? We cannot have a better expc»sitor, 
than the angel from heaven. Behold J bring good tidings* 
The tenour of which is; to you is born a SAVIOUR, 
which is CHRIST (he LORDf. A SAVIOUR, to de* 
liver you from sin, from hell, from every evil. This SAVI¬ 
OUR is the LORD; the great JEHO^’^AII manifested m 
your flesh J GOD himself, becoming incarnate, on purpose 
to accomplish the marvelous work.—Wherefore is this 
preached? Not to be the subject of speculation, but for the 
obedience of faith J. That men may shew their dutiful re¬ 
gard to the divine testimony, by believing it for themselves, 
I'he only obedience, that can be paid to such a report.— 
Therefore it is added, to you is bom.—But who are called, 
•thus to believe, thus to obey ? All the world; every crea¬ 
ture. And can it be supposed, that all the world was 
holy? That every creature, was righteous? You well 
know, that, instead of being all righteous, there was none 
righteous, no, not one. They were altogether become 
abominable, and guilty before Goo. Yet was this obedi¬ 
ence of faith enforced on, and enjoined to them; abomb 
nable and guilty as they wTre.—^I’o this agreeth the West* 
minster confession, “ GOD ireely offereth unto SINKERS 
life and salvatioa by JESUS CHRIST, requiring of 
them faith in him, that they may be .saved.” ' 

Ther. Truly, Aspasio, you put all my mistrustful appre¬ 
hensions togthe stand. I lere is a proclamation from the 
blessed GOD—seconded by his invitation—accompanied 
by his entreaty—enforced by liis command —and all addres¬ 
sed to sinners. I know not what can be a fuller proof of 
your point, or a stronger inducement to believe. 


i|. i Luketi, i9, ao 
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,4sp. Yes, my fricrvl ; 1 can pn) luce (il such a thini^ bci 
possible) stronger proof still. Such as, I 'v)pe, will totally 
rout unbelief, and drive all her forces from the field. 

GOD hai not only invited uS, entreated U3» and corn- 
rtianded us, to live under the sweet persuasion, that hiS 
SON is our SAVIOUR ; but be as given us the ^r.inddst 
ratificathn of this precious truth.—lie has passed his word; 
he h<(s made us a firm promi'^e ; nav, he lia^ given, us main; 
and varwuf promises, of this inestimable blessing. And 
GOp is not a maUf (hat he should lie; or Ihc son of man 
Jjtat he ihou'd repent. Hath he said^ and shalt^ hc not do 
it ^ Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make il good*? 
Heaven and earth may drop into nothing, sooner than one 
promise, or indeed one jot or tittle of his promise, should 
fall to the ground. 

Besides this, he has given us, if T may so speak, a note 
under his own hand. He has recorded his promises in the 
bible, and thetft with an everlasting pcn.^ So that 

they will stand conspicuous and indelible, like a bill drawn 
upon heaven, and a basis laid for faith, so long as the sun 
and moon endure. 

Nay, he has confirmed all, by the m-st solemn sanction 
imaginable; by his oath ; by his own oath ; by tlic oath of 
a God. Though his word is sure, and Ins promise immu¬ 
table, he adds {astonishing condescension ! adorable benig¬ 
nity !) He adds his Oath to all.—He not only speaks, but 
swears j swears by himself j swears by his own eternal ex¬ 
istence j that his promises belong —to zvhom f Mark this 
particular with the most exact attention. 1 o whom do 
the promises belong, which arc ratified in this inviolable 
manner ?— To the holy, the upright, the acconaplishcd ?— 
lliis is what reason might imagine; but this is not what 
revelation affirms. To those poor sinners tliey belong whoi 
all obnoxious and undone, like murtherers before the officer 
•f justice, having nothing to plead,/jt for rejtige. ily ta 
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the.Asylum, the Sanctuary, the hope set before Itu m ^ in the 
bioofl, the righteonsncbs, the inclTable merits of CHRIST. 

Ther, May I then believe;' firmly believe ; assuredly 
believe j that JESUS the mediator, and all the promises of 
the gospel, all the benefits of his mediation, arc mine ? 
Pardon me, Aspasio, for reiterating the question. I am 
really, with respect to the obedience of faith, too muc]|^Iike 
that Saxon monarch, who for his remissness and ini 
was surnanied the unready^. 

Asp. I do more than pardon my Theron. I fee 
and I ‘•vidpatliise with him. Not because he ha^ 
dent evidence from tlie word of GOD, for the 
ing persuadon,so necessary to his happinc'o 
1 also have experienced that preverse tendcnc-)H^iy heart, 
to mistrust the infallible word of my GOD, aWflough he 
was less td be depcijdcd on than fallible roan. 

But let us reflect a inomeiU-^supposc any neighbour of 
substance and credit, should bind himself by a deliberak* 
promisef to do you sc/ine paiticular piece of .servic.’—if lu*^ 
should add to his promise a note under his own bund —if 
he should corroborate both by some authentic pL\i.ie —if he 
shciuld establish all by a most awful and solemn oath — 
could ycju suspect the sincerity of his cngagemvmt, or har¬ 
bour any doubt with regard to its execution ? This would 
bemjst Unreasonable in any oncj and to your generous 
temper, 1 am very certain, it would be impossible.—Let us 
remember, that COD has given us all this cause for an as¬ 
surance of faith, and more. Nay j I will defy the must 
timorous a^^qjic Ion > tcicpc, to demand from the//?£>.!’/ 

on enrili, a greater, stronger, fullejf secu¬ 
rity, than tUPcOD of infinite h Icllty has granted to you 
and me.--After all tin;, one v.'ou!i think, uifliJence itself 
ooold no longer lie .itaie, nor tl.e most jealous inci*edulsty 
demut Can we wiih-hc/ld that afTusue from the unchange¬ 
able CREA'i'OR, which we could not but jcpo'^e on a va¬ 
riable creature ? ^ 

t e ' 
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7her. You Toiize and animate me, Aspasio. Q! that I 
noay, with the; divine assistance, shake off this stupor of un¬ 
belief! Certainly, it can never be honorable to GOD, nor 
pleasing to CHRIST, nor profitable to ourbelves. 

. Asp. If it be, then cherish it; maintain it; and neVer re** 
linqnish it,—But how can it be honorable to GOD f It . dd 
preciatcs his goodness; it is a reproach to his veracity; nay, 
the Apostle scruples not to affirm, that it makes him a liar 
Whereas, by believing his testimony, wc glorify his aith- 
fulness; glorify his beneficence-; and, as John the Baptist 
':^'pczk$t set to our seal, that (rOD truef .— I have been 
informed, that, when the late elector of Hanover was de¬ 
clared* by the parliament of Great-Britain^ successor.to the 
vacant throne ; several persons of distinction waited upon 
his highness, in order to make timely application fbr the 
most valuable preferments. Several requests of this nature 
were granted, and each was confirmed by a kind of prO" 
niissory note, gentleman, particularly, solicited for 

the of the rolls. Being Indulged in his desire,, 

he was offered the same ".confirmation, which had been 
vouchsafed to other successful petitimiers. Upon which, 
he seemed to be under a pang of graceful confusion and 
surprise ; begged, th?it he might not put ifie royal donor to 
such unnecessary trouble; at the same time protesting, that 
he looked upon hiS Highness’s rrnn/, as the very best ratifi¬ 
cation of his suit,.?—With this conduct, and this compli¬ 
ment, the elector v/as not a little pleased. “ This is the. 
** gentleman, he said, who does me real honor; treats me 
** like a king i and whoever is disappointed, he shall cer-* 
“ tainly be gratified,” , So, the patriarch, ivho staggered 


* 1 John ir; Hs that hdievcth not GOD, hjth made him a lisr. How, 
whcR'in ? Becauft tic believetb not the recoid, that GOD hath bore concerning hl^ SuN, 
-^'hat U this record, Vliofc,dtfh?Mef brings inch gu.it upon u«. and puts' fuch an atfroiit 
wponGdD? It i'i this ; that Gt>D bath giscn to ns eternal life, in and with his SON. 
Not that he hath given thciavaluable bluhng to ienne perions, and pecnllasiy 

happy. Not that he hath given Vt to ail ilte lamfs and ail tl'p eb-n. TI.'s even wen c f 
leprolwte minds believe, Yet do tbev no? hereby let to their fed. i!'a" GOD ,s tiue. - 
Tbctelore the proper belief is, th, at GO I> hath giv«n eternal Me (oil jilanki’nl , and) 
TO U» in itfinicnlaT. bo given h.-tW we, as well ss tl cy, are w.'. arid wtks'n^ct*. 
Mk« pofTelCou di it hy faith 

■ ‘+John ill. 
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^lot th^ou^h Liubtliof, anrl in the most signal, the most 
acceptable nianner, glo^y to GOD *. Respecting him as 
a being, of boundh ss benignity, and eternal veracity 
Is it plea<iing to CUBIST ^—Quite the reverse. It dis¬ 
honors his merit; it detracts from the dignity ot his righte- 
cmsiiess; it would enervate the power of his inteirebsion. 
Accordingly you may observe, there is nothing which our 
LORD so frequentlv reproved in his followers, as this spi* 
nt of unbelief.—What says he to his dssciples, when he 
came down from the mount of transfiguration? O failhlfsf 
and perverse f e,enej ation! 1 hey were perverse, because . 
faithless.—What says he to the travelers, whom he over¬ 
took in their journey to Kvmaus? O jooU^ and slow of 
heart to believe\,t They were fools, because slow to belief. 
What say* he to the Apostles, after bis resurrection ? 
JE^US upbraided them zvifli their unbelief He took no 
notice of their cowardly and perfidious behaviour j he in- 
Teightd against none of their other follies and infirmities , 
but he upbraided them with their unbelief. Not gently re¬ 
buked. No; this was a fault, so unreasonable in itself, so 
lepruachful to their MASi ER, so pernicious to them'>«lvcs, 
that he scierdii reprimanded them for it % with an air of 
vehemence, and w ith a mixture of invective. 

ls\i pi'ofitablc to onrMies ?—Nothing less. It damps 
our love, and diminishes our comfort. It subjects us to 
that fear, whtcii hath torment j and disqualifies us for that 
obedience, which is filial. In a word; this distrustful and 
unbelieving tamper weakens every principal of piety, and 
pnpoverishfs the whole soul.—Whence come spiritual in- 
ficiivity and remissness.? Whence proceed sterility and un- 
fruitfiilness in the knowledge of C?HRIST? Peter 
aseribfis them all to an habitual unbelief. Such persons, he 
says, hair forgotten that thep ticre purged from their former 
A forgetfulness ol this grand benefit is, to ^very. 


• Roi*. ir. 29 . + Matt. tf. 

I LukexxiT.fj. ^ Mark. XVI. 14 . 
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kind of practical godliness, like a lethargy to the powers of 
the body, or like a blast to the fruits of the tree. . 

. Ixt us tbert, my dear friend, cast azva^ this sin, which sa 
Iremily besets us both. It clogs our feet j it hampers all our 
pdwers; and hinders us from riming with alacrity and 
apeed,^he race that is set before us.—What says David ? 
GOD hath spoken in his holiness* ; hath made an expr<tl^ 
and inviolable promise, that 1 shall be ruler of his people 
Israel. / will remce therefore ; away with every alarming 
apprehension Notwithstanding all opposition, I w’ill exult 
in hope. Nay more ; I will divide Skechem^ and mete out 
the valley of Su(coth; I will look upon the whole land as 
my own. 1 will divide it, and dispose of it, just as if it 
was already in my possession—Why should not you and I 
also say? GOD hath spoken hath expressly 

and solemnly declared, the promise; of an all-sufficient SA¬ 
VIOUR is to you. We will rejoice therefore; conhding 
in this mostiiaithful word, we will bid adieu to all disquiet¬ 
ing fears, and make our boast of this glorious REDEEM¬ 
ER, Yes; notwithstanding all our unworthiness, CHRIST 
and bis atonement, CHRIST and, his righteousness, are 
ours, GOD hath passed his word; and his word shall 
stand for ever. Amidst all the fluctuations of our temper, 
and all the surges of temptation, this is our anchor. Its hold 
is firm, and its ground immoveable f. 

Ther, I have Heard some people distinguish, between 
the faith of reliance, and the faith of assurance ; between 
the reflex and the direct act of faith. Methinks, I approve 
these sentiments, though I dislike the terms. The senti¬ 
ments are happily adapted, to the relief of human infirmi* 
ty; though the teifhii are rather too abstruse, for Qrdii)ai*y 
. capacities to understand, 


* Pfalm U. 6 . 

+ Thli very important doiirinc is more coploufly difplayed, in a fertnon of Mr: 
Irflime'i on ehe affurance of faith, Vol III. p. aoi. Were I to read, in order to rcfi«( 
my lafte, or improve my ftylc; I would prefer Bilhop Atterbury’s lermons, Dr. Bates’' 
works, or Mr, Seed’s difcourfei. But were I to read, with a Angle view to the edificati 
on of my heart, in true faith, folid comfort, and evengdical holinefs; I would have je. 
oourlc to Mr. Erflimc, apd takp iit* volume* f»J wy guide, my cotnpanian, and my ow( 
fapiiiaf friend^ 
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Jsp. I cannot say, that I am very fond, either of the one, 
or of the other. In ray opinion, they botli partake too 
much of the subtility of the schools; and are more l.kciy 
to create perplexity, than to administer godly edifying.— 
Tor which reason, I should choose to drop the difficult 
phrases, and not to dwell on the nice distinctions. Yet, if 
w <3 must not dismiss them, without some notice, I would 
just remark— 

That the faith of reliance, in its true scriptural sense, in¬ 
cludes or presupposes a degree of assurance.—Includes; 
for what is reliance, but a repose of the mind, whicli is at¬ 
tended witli tranquility, and excludes perturbation.? How 
can this take place, if there be no sort of conviction, that 
the LORD is my light and my snlvation ? --Presupposes; 
for, who would rely on a satisfaction made, without being 
par^uaded, that the satisfaction is for him and his iniqui¬ 
ties ? reliance, separated from this persuasion, seems to he 
neither comfortable, nor reasonable. 


As to those, who insist upon what they call the reflex 
act of faith; sure, they mistake the nature of the thing.— 
This, if 1 understand them nriglit, is their way of arguing ; 
“ 1 am a new creature ; I love the LORD jlCSUS in stn- 


tt (.pi-iiy . I have the fruiSr of the SPiRI P. From whence 
it is plain, that CllPk-IS P and his siivation are mine.” 
Now, in all tliis procedure, I cannot discern the least foot¬ 
step of faith; no not the trace of receiving a testimo¬ 
ny, or relying upon a SAVIOUR. Here is nothing more, 
than a logicai deduction of one proposition from another; 
a couclnsijn drawn from given premises. Grant the lat¬ 
ter, and an^ person, without any aid from the SPIRIT, 
will infer due former. It may, therefore, more properly be 
reckoned an act of reasoning, than of believing; it is 
founded on what wc ourselves fv el, not upon t le record of 
a faithful GOD ; and it is st)ded, by judicious writers, the 
assurance of frenee rather tlian of faith. 


When, in confjrmify to the afore-mentioned opinion, we 
arc advistd to prove our title to comfort, bv genuine marks 
of conversion; and taught, on this column to fix the ca¬ 
pital of assurance; I would ratb<T propose a question, than 
adva.ncc ohjeciions.—-Is not this somcwliat like placing 
I the dome of a Cathedral, upon the stalk of a tulip? 
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Ther. No, say ti\ey ; it was the practice ot the Apostle 
himself; and he has left it upon record, as a pattern for all 
posterity to copy. Wc Know that tee are parsed jrom death 
unto life, became we love the brethren. 

Asp. Observe, 1 heron, the process of the Apostle’s rea¬ 
soning. It is like the form of an inverted cone; where 
you have first the point, and from thence proceed to the 
base. So the sacred writer begins with the less, and 
ascends to the greater proof. He says, in one of the fol¬ 
lowing verses; hereby perceive wc the love of GOD*, be¬ 
cause he laid down Ins life, not merely tor sinners, but for 
us in particular,—Here, you s e, is assurance by the direct 
act of faith. From this truth believed, from this blessing 
received, the love of the brethren takes its rise. Whicii 
may very justly be admitted as an evidence, that our faith 
is real, and our assurance no delusion. As yonder leaves 
may serve to distinguish the particular species, and ascec- 
tam the healthy.state, of the trees on which they grow. 

When your tenants bring tn their rent, this affords no 
contemptible evidence, that the land->, which they respec¬ 
tively occupy, are yours. But this is a proof which doe*? 
not occur* cither every day or every week; it is occasional 
only, and ot the subordinate kind.—'fhe grand demonstra* 
tion, that which is always at hand, and always forcible, is, 
your possession of the deeds of conveyance. Thus, the 
promise of GOD in his divine word his our charter, or the 
authentic conveyance of our right to pardon and salvation. 
' Make just the same difference betw-een this, promise and 
your own holiness, as you make between the writings ol 
your estate and the reccival of the revenues, you will then 
judge aright, because your judgment will cohici ic with the 
Apostle’s. 


• t Jotinlii ifi. 'Hi*word COD is not in tie original. It ■was oKiu'.'d by »U 
ApulUt, juit astU pariicular iwuie is om itwl by M.iiy, hI cn Ihe Ipeafc-s lo the gaidene , 
iir a thou liall Imuiu biio benco-—ansi hy the Cliurc'i, when fhc uddreiu. li a Ocrt.d nb- 
ol h«3ralKd;iQa; Jet him bUs (.)£ wiih tliekiiiLs olhi) mourh, |i)hu xx. t j. eanni' 
I -1*1 all winch jilatts, there 11 a Uiigi ajrt, a v< ry eia|)h ital Jan^nage, t\i.a in tlu i* 
leiue. IttleLlaio, hwM uesply llieiiLaii ( ciki ralcd how luuiiy the liU)u>,Uts we ' 
jxiikiTsd, by the l>i.l(»ssd jiid ilJottriouv lub)eft It e<pielli.s aliu tne It net' ine oiijn) 
amd anuai'Ienel'i ui ti'cpmini meant; inough he, and h alai'c, «iilie< oi delrmi 
i© be knnwa and adtniiid by all, for winch region, to iPenti » i s i<, i • o ddjday h: 
anLCtlli. jc e«, luunwi asiiecdkl*, K I* lUevy light f,. the ©.o-nei c; t 
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Besides; thi* method of seeking peace and assurance I, 
jfear, will perplex the simple-raindcd; and cherish, rather 
then suppress, the fluctuations of doubt. For, let the 
marks be what you please, a love of the brethren, or a love 
of all righteousness, a change of heart or an alteration of 
jfife'; these good (qualifications are sometimes like stars at 
n^rt'day, not easily, it at all, discernable; or else they are 
like a glow-worm in the night, glimmering, rather "than 
shining. Consequently will yield, at the best, but a feeble, 
at the worst, a very precarious evidence.—If, in such a 
manner, we should acquire some little assurance, how soon 
inay it be unsettled by the incursions of daily temptation, 
or destroyed by the insurrection of remaining sin ! at such a 
juncture, how will it keep its standing! How retain its be¬ 
ing ! it will fare like a tottering wall, before the tempest; 
or be as the rush without mire, and the flag without 
water*. 

Instead therefore of poring on our own hearts; to disco¬ 
ver, by inherent quahties, our interest in CHRIST, I should 
rather renew my application to the free an<i faithful pro¬ 
mise of the LORD; assert and maintain my title on this 
unalterable ground.—“ Paidon is mine, I Would say, grace 
“ is mine, CHRIST and all his spiritual blessings arc mine. 
** Why ? Because I am conscious of sanctifying operations 
** in my own breast } Rather because GOD hath spoketi 

in his holiness; because ail these precious privileges are 
” consigned over to me in the everlasting gospel, with.a 
“ clearness unquestionable as the truth, with a certainty 
inviolable as the oath of GOD.” 

Cast your eye into yonder meadow. Take notice of 
that industrious fisherman , how intent he is upon the pur¬ 
suit of his business! He has just thrown his net, and taken 
a considerable booty. You do not sec him spending his 
time in idle triumphs, on account of his success; He does 
nut stand to measure the dimensions of the fish, or compute 
the value of his prize. But having witliout delay, secured 
the captives; he prepares for another cast, and hopes for 
another draught. 
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So let US, instead of exulting in any past acquisitions,* 
seek a fresh to the inexhaustible fuloess of GOD our SA¬ 
VIOUR. If we have been ble:.sv d with any taste of liW 
goodnes, or any tokens of his love, let us not too fondly 
dote upon the sweetness of Mich experiences. Let u» no^ 
make them the foundation of our confidence, but only so 
many encouragements to persevere and advance believing; 
That, having li'e and having peace from our divine HEAD; 
we may have them more abundnnthj'*, Then will be ful¬ 
filled the saying which is written; fhe jimt, the righieous int, 
JESUS CSiRlST— sbciH live, shall not oo}y be deliver 'd 
from condemnation and death, but shall thrive in conniuti 
and flouifish in godliness—how ? By ndfCiing on their 
sanctification, or viewing their own attainments r N but 
by the infinitely more encouraging views of their complete¬ 
ness ip CHRIST, and by a fresh, a repeated, a r»ever-ceas- 
ing exercise of fuilh f, on that UGLY ONE of GOD. 

This the AflSstle has testified} and tlfis the prophet con¬ 
firms. 7liGu shall keep him in perfect peace, ichose mind is 
staid in a fixed dependanee 07i theeX, And why f Because, 
such a person* examining his conduct, discovers the eviden¬ 
ces of a living faith? this answer many serious people 
would make. Put the inspired writer has made another; 
which I cannot but prefer* and in wliich 1 fully acquiesce. 
1 hoH shait keep him in perfect peaces b‘-:calse he n ustetli 
stcaciiiy, habitually* incessantly, trusteth in fhce. Whatever 
variations may happen, within him or around hitn, in ihe 
frame of his heart, or the circumstances ot his nie, as to 
this grand point, he is fixed and invariable. He trustetti^ 
Still trusteth in thee— in thee, O thou ad*Table JEiiO- 
VAH; that all thy infinite perfections are his shield, and 
his exceeding great reward—-in thee, O tiiuu cx-ilteci Jl.S-= 
Us; that ail ihy inconceivable merits are his juotil)ing 

Q Q 


^ John X. 10. 
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rif^htv^i'Usness, anH the strength of his salvation—in thee* 
O thou eternal SPIRIT; that thou wilt never leave him, 
nor forsake him , but sanctify him throughout, and support 
him to the end. 

.< 'I his is the expedient, the effectual and happy expedient, 
to f< ed that lamp of godliness, and to quicken that flame 
of zeal; which having cheared us in our earthly pilgrimage, 
and animated us in our Christian warfare, will be brighten¬ 
ed into a crown of immortal glory iii the heavens. 

Here the disappointed visitants went in ; and, after a 
slight refreshmc!It,, took coach.—As tiiey vserc reluming 
home, Thercn observed, not witliout concern, the changed 
and melancholy aspect of things, in the territories of the* 
husbandman. The fields of com, which a hale while ago, 
were grace-'ully erect, or softly inciiniug to the breeze, lay 
sunk and flatted under the impetuous rains,—Such, added 
At>paslt>, such I apprehend will be our faith, if it is wholly 
separated fiom assurance, or if its assurance is erected on 
any endowments of our own. 

7//er. If this is the case, what can be the reason, why so 
many people are totally destitute ot all religious assurance ? 
Have no notion of it, niich less aspire after it? Nay; 
would be much surprized, perhaps highly disgusted, at the 
very mention ot such a doctrine. 

Jsp. If people never aspire after tlie assurance of faith, 
or an appro; rinf ing interest in CHRIS'r, I very much ques¬ 
tion wbctl.er ilicy arc truly awakened, or really in earnest. 
'Ihey aic like the men of Ephraim^ whom the prophet 
shies a cake not fumed* ; neiiijcr bread, nor yet dough j 
neither absolute reprobates, n.^r real saints. Or, as our 
LORD explains tlie prove.rb, in his charge against the 
Churcli of ilicy are neither hot nor cold Not 

Inacn in insensibility, ’tis true ; at the satne time, not fet- 
venV in spirit; but indifferent andlukcwani* in tiie concerns 
of religion. 

Atnoi g ti e reasons, why so few persons attain this emi¬ 
nent bieswng, wc may reckon the foilovviiig.—They under- 
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stand not the perfect fremexs of grace, nor the immrnselj/ 
rich merits of CHRIST,—They never consider the un*. 
speakabie va!ue of au assured faith; neither are they aware, 
that it is for the enjoyment of sinners. Yes, of sinners, even 
before they have one mark of reformation to shew, or the , 
Jeast evidence of any goodness in themselves*. Either 
they seek it not at ail; or else they seek it, where it is not 
to be found; from some works of righteousness in them¬ 
selves, rather than from the gracious promise of G3D in 
his word. Which is altogether as ill jadged, and as suret) 
jssiie in disappointment, as if a person should go in que tuf , 
ice amidst the torrid zone, or expect to find spicy islands 
under the northern pole. 

But whether people consider it or no, the value of an as¬ 
sured faith is indeed unspeakable. When this is wrought 
in the.heart, peace will stand firm, and afflictions dro;) their 
sting'. Prayer will return laden with treasures, and death 
will approach stripped of its tcriors. The soul will be as a 
zvateved garden, and all her graces blossom as a rose.—y 
When this is wrpught in the heart, the gospel of CHRIST, 
will appear with new charms, and operate with new ener¬ 
gy. Its hymns w’ill no longer be a strange language to 
your ear,nor its privileges as forbidden fruit to your palate. 
You will then, as >ou peruse each sacred page, teel it to be 
the power of GOD, and fasfe that, the LORD is gradous^,. 
You will reap a benefit, and enjoy a delignt, as much su¬ 
perior to those of the doubting reader; as the pleasure of 
this delicious peach, is superior to the mere descrip- , 
tion of its agreeable relish. 

Bear with me a moment longer, Theron. For you can 
hardly imagine, what an improvement and exaitation this 
will give, to every tnilk you contemplate, and every object 
you behold.—When you contemplate the rise of kingdoms, 
and the fall of empires; when you recollect the great and 
astonishiiig events, recorded in the history of nations; liovv 
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highly delightful, to sav! “ Ail these passed under the su- 
*■' perintendency of that hand, which was pierced with the 
•“ hi tody nail, and fastened to the cursed cross for me.”—? 
When you behold the magnificence of creation, and tho 
richness of its furniture j the grandeur of nature, and the 
vartery of her works; what a heightened pleasure must 
they all impart, if, as you view the glorious scene, your 
tlioughts make answer to your eves! ** All these were 
“ hrougf.t into existence by that adorable PERSON, who 
“ sustained my guilt, and wTought out my justifying righ- 
teousness.” 

. O ! that we may receive, by faith, this most blessed RE¬ 
DEEMER ! O ! that our faith may grow incessantly, 
exceedinglif^ ! I'iil it be roideil, like those full-grown oaks, 
under which we lately walked! and f, like that 

well-built edifice, which is still in our view i 

1 her. Mu.-.t heartily I join in this wish. O! that every 
objection, for die future, may be superseded, as .soon a;, 
started j and silenced, or ever it open its mouth 1 I must 
beg of my friend to inform me, how I may get tlie better 
pf that unaccountab'-e mistrust and diffidence, which I feci 
in my heart; and which iiave made me so easily susc^epti- 
ble of unbelievit-g impressions. 

Ann. You have entire ly cured me, Theron, of making 
apologies. Wcuid to (jOD, 1 might be as successfully in- 
strume tal, in udlvering mv friend from his doubts! That 
the gospel might come to us both, as it came to the ** Thes- 
** salonian convee'i?, riot in word only, but in pow^'r, and 
in the iUiLY GiiOST, and in much assurance % ! 
Prater is o.ie expedient. Every good gift is from above,, 
and cometh elevvn irom the FATHER of lights. CHRIST 
is not only the obji-ct but die author and finisher of pur 
faith. I.ard, increase our faith, was the request of the dii- 
ci^ie, and should be the prevailing language of our hearts. 


C 
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Faith cometh by hearing *, by meditating- on, by praying 
over, this word of life, and word of grace. , Lav up there¬ 
fore many select portions of scripture, many of the divine 
promises in your memory. Stock that noble cabinet with 
this invaluable treasure.—And never, never forget the/rvtfv 
nesSy with which tiie promise is made, and its good things 
arc bestowed. You arc to receive the one, and apply to 
the other, not with a full, hut with an empty hand; not as 
a righteous person, but as an unworthy creamre, 

Make the trial. Exercise yourself in this great secret of 
true godl.ness. 1 am satisfied, it will be productive of the- 
most beneficial elTects.—Look unto JESUS as dying in 
your stead, and purchasing both grace and glory for your 
enjoyment. Come unto GOD, as a poor sinner, yet with 
a confident dependence; expecting all spiritual blessings, 
through HIM that loved yoUy and gave himself for i;ou ,— 
Jie that belwvelhy with this appropriating faith, shall not be 
confounded frustrated in his expectations. He that 
believethy with this appropriating faith, shall have the loiiness 
in hhnselfX- Nothing will bring in such li"ht and peace, 
such holiness and happiness to his.^oul.—The Ephesians^ 
thus believing, ivere sealed with that holy SPIRIT of pro- 
fnise^. The dispersed of Israely thus believing, rooked 
zoithjop unspeakabk^. Those were marked out as rightful 
heirs. These where blessed, blessed with some dcliglitful 
foretasteSy and both were prepared for the complete fruiti¬ 
on, of life and immortality. O! that -w^e may be follower? 
of their example, and sharers of their felicity! 

As for those doubts, which have given you so much per- 
plcfility, and coit us so long a disquisition, look upon them 
some o\ sour g'eafesf ene?7ties. Oppose them, with all 
the resolution and all the vigour of your noind.—Nay; look 
Upon those unreasonable doubts, as some of your greatest 


* E»ib. X. 1 ?. On which Bccouat the Iciipturcs ve tilled, the works *f hith, i 
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sins, confess them, with the deepest shgtme ; and pray a- 
gainst them, with the utmost ardour,—With equal assiduity 
and zea.1. Jet us press after a stedfast, an immoveable, a tri¬ 
umphant faith.—Faith is the vehicle and the instrument ot 
every good ; all things are possible to him that believeth *. 
Faith is the immediate and grand end of the v.hole gospel; 
there things are written that ye might believe f.—^et us 
therefore covet, earnestly let us covet this best of gifts, and 
shew ail diligence to the full Assurance of faith;]:, and 
the FULL Assurance of hope jj—by the first, thankfully re¬ 
ceiving present pardon—by the last, joyfully expecting fu¬ 
ture glory. 


* Mark S*. *3. 


+ John Jfv. 31. + Kfb, X. »s. 
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The next morning, Theron ordered a cold col¬ 
lation to be prepared, and his pleasure-boat to hold itself in 
readiness.—Breaklast being dispatched, and some necessa¬ 
ry orders, relating to the family, given—Now, says he to 
Aspasio, let my promise; or rather let us execute 

©ur mutual engagement; and consign the remainder of 
this mild and charming day, to a rural excursion. 

We will take our rtmte along one of the finest roads in 
the world. A road, incomparably more curious and dura¬ 
ble, than the famous cau^<eys raised by those puissant hands, 
which conquered the globe. A road, which has subsisted 
from the beginning or time; and, though frequented by 
innumerable carriages, laden with the heaviest burdens, 
has never been gullv,d, never wanted repair, to this very 
hour,"—Upon this, tliey step into the chariot, and are con¬ 
veyed to a large navigable river, about three quarters of a 
mile distant from the house.—Here they launch upon a 
new element, attended by two or three servants, expert at 
handling the oar, and managing the nets. 

Is this the road, replied Aspasio, on which my friend be- 
staws his panegyric ? It is indeed more curious in its struc¬ 
ture, and mdre durable in its substance, than the celebrat¬ 
ed Roman causeys. Though I must assure you, tlie latter 
have a very distinguished share ot my esteem. I admire 
them far beyond Trajan's pillar, or CaracalLa's baths; far 
beyond the idle pomp of the Pantheon, or the worse than 
idle magnificence of the AmphWiealre. They do the tru* 
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est honor to the empire; because, while'they were ihe glo¬ 
ry of Rome, they were a genera! good * ; and not only a 
monument of her grandeur, bat a benefit to mankind. 

More than all these works, I admire that excellent and 
divinely gracious purpose, to which providence made the 
empire itself subservient. It was a kind of road of causey, 
for the everlasting gospel. It alTorded the word of life a 
free and expeditious passage, to the very ends ot the earth. 
The evangelical dove mounted the wings of the Roman 
eagle; and flew with surprising rapidity, through al nati¬ 
ons.—Who would have thought, that insatiable ambition 
'and the most bloody wars, should be paving away for the 
PRINCE of humility and peace? How remote from all 
human apprehension, was such a design ; and how contrary 
to the natural result of things, was such an event! Most 
remarkably therefore, was that observation of the P>almist 
verified : his ways are in the sea,, and hi^ paths in the great 
tnaterSy and his toot-steps are not kjuKvn f. 

Conversing on such agreeable subjects; they are carried 
by the stream, through no less agreeable scenes. They 
pass by bills, cloathed with hanging \voods; and woods, 
grayed in varying green. Here, excluded from a sight of 
the out-strctched plains, they are entertained wiili a group 
of unsubstantial images, and the wonders of a mimic crea¬ 
tion.—Another sun shines, but stript of his blazing beams, 
in the watery concave. While clouds sail along the down¬ 
ward skies, and sometimes disclose, sometimes draw a veil 
over, the radient orb. Trees, witii their inverted tops, ei¬ 
ther flourish in the lair serene below ; or else paiht, with a 
pleaslng^iusion, the pellucid flood. Even the mountains 
are ther® but in a headlong posture. Notwitlistanding 


* TliJ.t lOciJs rat'tbroiif;h aiil Italy, and ftretclicd tbettifelm into the tirritorif* filt 
IfraiJCe. '1 ley veto'.'arned acroU the Alps, the py^enean ittouRtaini, tad through tiie 
■whole kingdom of Spain. Some of them, towards tne louth, reached even to j£thiopla; 
«nd lame ot ibcm, towards the north, c/tiended as Ibir as Scotiand. The remains of levo- 
tal of them continue tn Kagiand lo this day ; though they were made, it isf robable, above 
llaso yttsk ago. 
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th-Ir prodigious bulk, they quiver in this iioating mirrorj 
like the poplar leaves which adorn their shies. 

Soon as t!ie boat advances, and disturbs the placid sur¬ 
face ; the waves, pushed hastily to the bank, bear off, in 
broken fragments, the liquid landscape. I he spreading 
circles seemed to prophesy, as they rolled; and pronounc¬ 
ed the pleasures of this [)resent state—the pomp of power, 
the charm of beauty, and the echo of fame—pronounced 
them transient, as their speedy passage j empty^ as their un¬ 
real freight.—Seemed to prophesy ? It was more. Imagi¬ 
nation heard them utter,, as they ran ; 


Thou pafs the fhadowy scenes of life away ! 


Emerging from this fluid alley, formed and over-hung by 
rocks and trees, they enter the level of an extensive mea¬ 
dow. The eyev4ately immured^ (though in pleasurable con¬ 
finement) now expands her view, into a space almost 
boundless, and amidst objects 1 ttle short of innumerable.’— 
Transported for a while, at the wonderful variety of beaute¬ 
ous images, poured in sweet contusion ail around, she hard¬ 
ly knows where to fix, or which to pursue. Recovering, 
at length, from the pleasing perplexity ; she glances, quick 
and instantaneous, across the intermediate plain, and marks 
the distant mountains, 1 low cliffs chmb over cliffs, till the 
huge ridges gain upon the sky. How their diminished 
summits stand dressed in blue, or wrapped in clouds.— 
While all their leafy structures, and all their fleecy tenants, 
are lost in air. 

Soon she quits these terial heights, and nnges the russet 
heath; here, shagged with brak;*s, or tufted with rushes: 
there, interspersed with straggling thickets, or solitary 
trees; which seem, like disaffected partisans, to shun each 
other’s shadt.—A spire^ placed in a remote valley, peeps 
over the hills, Sensey surprised at the amusive appearance, 
is ready to suspect, that the column rises, like some inchant- 
ed edifice, from the rifted earth. But reason looks ujion it, 
as the earnest of a hidden vale, and the sure indication c f 
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a adja^Tfit t nvn. P*r^orrni'i'r, in this respect, much the 
same offi 'e to the <*u', ’s f nth executes with regard to the 
soul, when it is Me fvhhnif't* of not *. 

Next, th' V rove in ea " r an 1 delightful survey, over 
inanv a s /acious tract. MMe*e the fertile "lebe spontanc- 
oudv thrives *, or the c^i’N ed fiel i, more than answers the 
btish in 1 nan\ hones. Wh^re cattie, of every graceful form, 
and every valuable q tility, crop the tender herb, or drink 
the crv&ia! rills.— Here, t ev see in reality, what those ini- 
mit ble lin'*s had otren she ved them in description ; thou 
frvTvnrst 'he ytor uifh dty gtwdues'!^ and fhy paths drop fa'-r 
7ievs I hen (iron un n the d:itllins>>> oj the wilderness and 
iiffle hilts are i>/rdfd'Wfth top. 'the pastures are chathed 
W'fh fliKksi the tallies also are lovered with corns pea^ thep 
sum t. 

Auo'% they contemplate, with increasing satisfaction, 
ci*ies <>t opulence and splendour. Which spread the sa¬ 
cred dome, and lift the social root. Where the senate- 
bouse and exchange detain the sight, with their majestic 
dimensions; and awaken in the mind the more venerable 
ideas, of justice ailministered, and of commerce abounding. 
Cities, no longer surround w ith the stern forbidding Ma¬ 
jesty, ol ijnpn''i>ab!e intrenchments. an<l impregnable ram¬ 
parts; but i u in led with the delicate, the >nviting append¬ 
ages ot gardens and orchards, 'fhose, decked with all the 
«o't gracfs of art an I elegance; fhese^ blushing and preg¬ 
nant witli the more substauiial treasures of fruittul nature, 
Wfeathes of ascending siinike, iniermingled with turrets 
^ d loftv pinnacles, seem to contend which shall get /arf 
tuesf from tlie eanh. and nearest to the skies Happy for 
the iuhabitduis ! i* such wa^ the habitual tendency of their 


f H«b. xJ. It 
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desires*; if no otW contentiun was knowo m their 

elegant and mas^nificent, seate I m tV 

.n ample park, or removed to _.V; 

cd lawn ; not far from a WaoJif'd rev r > 

tcrs, or the more salptarv lapse f a hm t' ' e i^,. 

,T.s, clad in homely thatrh. and lodged in toe b 

tering tree*.: ' Rustics, singing pu N 

tuning .their pipes, as they tend their ‘ 

suing' each his respective way, m easy J ) 

* ^How pleasing, said As«ash. is o’l' 

lightful is the aapect of all thmgs Om- «Wd a 1-^ 

pine, that nothmg eou d 

clp^rdelighnand of -- tW-x<|u.i.e Pl,a- 

Let me desire my friend, answeh^d to ex 

;i:;t„ h^;e:ark^ and n'ot only to exp^n h^p to exemplj-, 
fy.—If w'e view, resumed 'jspauo.nix ‘ j.* the me- 

tompare it with the afflicted com uion ^ 

thod 1 propose, will be rciiuced to 1’*"^ ' j biJghfncsSi 

and mournful.contrast, muot throw additional biigmncss, 

even upon the brightest scene. ^ 


■ ThiJCOTTitpiartfon, 1 ’ItLa’.g 

d,W.wbo rrewM ai.d tfrlKr tieavet-lv homr. is c' araatf'/*'-* 

v in,d<vWtlifft«io»sU>lKt K-iovtd * It ^ ihe iv.tiirr. I ke ptHm «t 

this very fimiluudie ' lJ,Vr'(.e'^coiifelTea. tlm tlu' fimilindr. bhe »«ai'v 4 

tokei? .CSM.cl«» 6 ‘ \ lie « U«1 Pfoprietv; pi'cuhy w tW, 

sillttararido««lcd iiiWi'fture mt„ nliaht vroW' v rclVr to ihnie Coltiw^ 

<»pkwftb»t,»ge.cou..tiy,a..d ic.Ks« . \ {jtnrd from the sltai «f •nci.k. Iff®, 

.oks, which aroieftom ntihe irh a. of ivh.ch mmy readers at# 

is'^rcamha-tce muft g c*<. f dU c .. or vg , 

>1 stall awaie, 8..a The ntetTiic* of th* 

May I tafce le.avcio inenhoii eveu hs thefmoke fcallthey crmlumcaway. 

OKD (hail coiilirrtf': as the t«i ^ „ a ft,,C ag repretcutatton. 

lal XK%-.ti. ao.a .V tieMto ’"Ji.;;;; ;,.d com mil We parts of 

ofe» who attended the altar; vv^ ^ a verV 1. eiv -mage Which 

aiiii,hUai»«.ntl.elapfed hre; is J;" ^ •. .ouie evidently was. * Chr«h. 

I«r«.a»p 0 l\*e and lutiihcam. ‘f 'h'-' ; i 'i,urnmg.--l^'m*v I * J 

aU si ) Wh.eiheUcrthccpinttMmtsl bnn'^ of the 

surd forbeareiihcr ""‘M:*',* 

|.ORDlhaU mt Ih-sy-mdvr '’*;Lvfha'l beast! elmaka, wh.ch sll"l 

appa^iauca i. tha aye. 

(ielil Whole Itzht in.lut-ttadt at w real ». f. 

is k a Imaut. vamlh a^e' 
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Above, the skies smile with sesenity; belov', the fields 
look gay with plenty; all around, the sportive gales. 

Fanning then odoriferous wings, dilpenfr 

Nauve perfumes 5 and whdpei, whence thty nde 

Thole balmy Ipoils •* 

With US all rircumstances, are as ea^y. as the vt^aftnrc of 
’ the boat; as smooth, as the flow of the stream --But Ictus 
rot forget those grievous calamities, width hefal our hre- 
thien, in some remote tracts of the earth, or distant parts 
of the ocean. IIow many sailors arc struggling, vainly 
struggling, with all the fury of rending winds, and dashing 
waves! while their vessel, flung to and fro by tempestuous 
billows, is mounted into the clouds, or plunged into the 
abyss. Possibly, the miserable crew hear their knell sound¬ 
ed, in the shattered ma'^t; and see destruction entering, at 
the bursting planks. Perhaps, this very moment, they pom 
the last, dismal, dying shriek ; and sink, irrecoverably sink, 
in the all-overw'helming surge.—The traveller, in Africa's 
barren wastes, fpale, even amidst those glowing regi('n , 
pale with prodigious consteinatic n) see^ sudden mountaiu . 
ilse, and roll on every side lie secs the sultry desart, as¬ 
cending the sky, and sweeping befoie the whirlwind — 
What can he do ? Whither fi) ? How escape the approach¬ 
ing ruin? Alas* while he attempts to rally his thoughts; 
attempts to devise some feeble expedient; he is overtaken 
by the choking storm, and suiTocaiui amidst the sand) in¬ 
undation. The driving heaps are, now, his executioner; 
as the drifted heaps will soon, be his tomb. 

Whije W'e possess the valuable privileges, and taste the 
deliciipt sweets of liberty, ho.v many partakers of oui 
common nature, are condemned to perpetual exile, or 
chained to ihe oar for life I how many are immured in tlic 
gloom of dungeons, or buried in the caverns of the mines; 
never to behold the all-enhvemng sun again ’—While res¬ 
pect waits upon our persons, and reputation attends ou; 
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characters: are there not some unhappv creatqres, led forth 
bv the hand, of vindictive ju'>ticc, to be spectacles of hor- 
ior, and mot unieiUs of vengeant e r sentenced, for their 
enormou'i crime-., to be broke limb bv limb on the wheel, 
or to be impaled alive oi. the linger ng stake. To these, 
the stiangling cord, or the deadly stab, would be a most 
welcome favour. B it thev mtist fet 1 a tli lusand deaths, in 
undergoing one. And this, t >o orobably, is but the begin¬ 
ning of their sorrows; will only consign thtin over to infi¬ 
nitely more terrible toimenl; 

To Wdfte etetnji djys in wop and patn *. 

While ease and ])leasure, in sweet conjanction, smooth 
our paths, and soften our coucli : how many are tossing on 
the fever’s fiery bed, or t )iling along ailction’s tnorny 
road ! some, under the excruciating, but neces-iary operati¬ 
ons of surgerjv*: their bodies rijipcd open, with a dreadtul 
incision, to search tor the lorturing stone; or tiieir limbs 
loped off by the bloody knife, to prevent the mortification’s 
fatal spread. Some emaciated bv pining s ckness, arc de¬ 
prived of all their auimil vigour; and transformed into 
spectres, even before their dissolution f. They are ready 
to adopt the com ihint of the “ P-ialmist; I am witlicreu 
** like grass; my bones au bur t up, as it were a firebrand ; 
“ I go hem e like the dia iow that departeth. Wiulc health, 
that staple bles«,ing; wiiicii give-, every other entertainment 
its flavour a id its beautv , adds the gloss to ail v\c see, and 
the poignandv to ail we trote; health plays at our hearts; 
health dances in our spirits; and mantles in our cheeks, as 
the generous champagne 1 itely sparkled in our glass. 

We arc blest with a calm possession ol ourselves; with 
tranquility in our consciences, and an habitual harmony in 
our temper. Wnereas many, in the claik and doleful cells 
of lunaC), are gnashing thdr teeth or wringi g theirhaijd«; 
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rending the aif with vollies of horrid execrations, or bur¬ 
dening it with ,peals of disconsolate sighs. And O ! what 
multitudes, even amidst courts and palaces, are held in 
splendid vassalage, by their own domineering passions, ot 
the vanities of a bewitching world. Far less innocentiv, 
fsLV more deplorably disordered *, than the fettered madman, 
they arc gnawed by the envenomed tooth of envv; fh<iy 
afe agirat d by the wild sallies of ambition ; or feel the 
malignant ulcer of jealousy, rankling in their breasts. In 
some, avarice, like a ravening harj)v, gripes. In some, re- 
\!eOge, like an implacable fury, rages. While others arc 
goAded by iordly and imperious lusts, through the lolhc'- 
some sewers of impure delight; and left, at last, in those 
bated and execrable dens, where remorse rears her snaky 
crest, and infamy sharpens her hissing tor.gue. •—• -- 

Why this long pause ? replied Therr^n. Your observati¬ 
ons are as useful, as they are just. We should all be ac¬ 
quainted, at least in speculation acquaiiPed, with grief j 
and send our thoughts, it not our feet, to visit the abodes 
of sorrow—That, in this school, we may learn a sympa* 
thiiiing pity, for our distressed fi llow creatures; and see, in 
this glass, our inexpressible obli.'tatiuns to the distinguish¬ 
ing, goodness of providence. Which has crowned-our ta¬ 
ble with abundance, and replem^hed our cup with delica*, 
des; permitting neither penury to stint tiie draught, nor 
adversity to mingle her gall.—Go on, 1 must enrr^raf you, 
with your descriptioii of comparative felicitv. We .h^ve^a 
large circuit still to make, before we arrive at our intended 

* Oivemcatiyjilagvc, &>•!.«» ajwcryipbal wfiler, but the plague of th# hi»Tt, Eccla»a 
KJCV 1^, l-pon which}iieic»t>uaai^d wcigiitv apopUliegra, MaiinilL'a ipwxb in 
IThtmiitei's Sophoiiiil**, » » very psrWietH arid piir^phiaie. 

• i O! favc MIC frt'ia the tdtrult of llic foul! 

' . , Jrum.lhe yuld for, circiiHi; findi. 

When the fwdt whirlwitid whei»i« them o’er Ute 
'■ 1 he deeps, that tu thecloiidianie, 

While tbviartntg th cKlhf mingled! lighimiig flies} 

O he n:otiiier«hrpod. to which this land gives binb, 

'5'ti«!l>,3/,uigaty, and the gaping earthy 
'Wl! re«ilt ., alt torturui ui ore p.<ng combi{i'4y 
ATegi'Mie to ihoteinpeil oi tlic paiiid. 
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port. And I could wish, that your discoitf^<?: might keep, 
pace with the current. 

Sirce you approve of the subject, answered Aspasio, Twill 
pursue it a little farther.—We, the inhabitants of this faL- 
voured isle, breathe an air of the most agreeable tempera¬ 
ture, and most wholesome qualities. But how many nati¬ 
ons languish irt a torrid clime, vaulted as it were with fire ? 
They yveltcr amidst ihtjse furnaces of the snu, till their 
** visage is burnt, and black as a coal*.”—What is 
more disastrous, beds of sulphur and combustible materials, 
lie i.u subterraneous ambush, ready to spring the irresistible 
mine. Ere long--perhaps, on some day of universal fes* 
tivity t» ur in some night of deep repose—to be touched 
by heaven’s avenging hand.—'riien, with what outrageous 
violence will t!':ey burst! rock the foundations of nature I 
wrench open the p<mderous jaws of earth! and sw^allow 
up astonishii^ cities, in the dark, tremendous, closing 
chasm! 

I'hese earthquakes, it may be, both precede and protend 
the pestilence that walketh in darknesi, and the sickness 
that destroytth at nooii-day ;f. They are, at once, a fear¬ 
ful omen, and a ruinwus blow. The stagnating atmosphere^' 
rank with malignant vapours, becomes a source of deadly 
'iiii!ecti(m; or, replete with poisonous animalcules, is one 
,vast incumbent clouii ot living bane. , If the active gales 
arise, they arise omy to stir the seeds of disease, and diffuse 
|the fatal contagion far and near.—Cnhappy people! the 
plague, that severe minister ot divine indignat.on, fixes her 
.fiead-quariers in their blasted provinces; and sends death 


• Lam. iv. 8 . 


t Ttiere ii a wmarltaMe pxll’ge in P&l. tviii, 9. which feems t» fuch us- 

but Iprid'. auf) li.i'viublc doitni. 1 He Inilc t)> darAcned, not a lutle, by che 
»eCu»ii Klin.ttcd ui .»oui l.'tur^v I i-eirn'e, the true iriuiflaiion may ^>6 teen in tliefpl. 
lo Udl’ii, and ihcliut'mea.un;; le;irut Imth the infer«w'(n praphraie - Speed.ly, 01 
ifjtir<imtrp9hcaKpfnffvtthe *’>itmiUait'U/ni^tAofni, /h»lf HE thtt ruluh mer all, 
iweep’stw.'vv the w ckfd ; fwrp ,*iw djy.iv a ItroAC «d ii ,;t);eo is indtgnatiov, as by a herre 
and mighty ump, ft; b tvenJ'te^ 'he fulnels of hts lufHCMrncy, and tbc ha^ht ot 

h* thall b« ptnujjed into utter deilrutbort. ^ 
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^abroad, on hJS pale horse *, to empty their houses, depopu¬ 
late their towbs, and croud the r i^raves. 

Our island is seldom visited w th either of these dread¬ 
ful judgments j and has never sustained any very consider¬ 
able calamity from the former. However, let us nut be 
presumptuously secure, we have, not long ago, received an 
awful warning. The rod has been shaken, or rathe** the 
sword has been brandished, over our territories, 7 -i^ho can 
forget the genera! consternation, which seized ouf Metro* 
poHs, on occasion of the late earthquake ? And not with¬ 
out reason. For, of alt divine visitations, this, is the most 
terribly vindictive. Ti.e whirlwind is slow in its progress; 
war is gentle in its assaults; even the raging pestilence is si 
mild rebuke j compared with the fury of an earthquake. “ 
The earthquake neither gives warning, nor allow^s quarter. 
Suddenly it comes ; in a most unexpected moment; and 
spreads undistinguished ruin. Amazing blow I frpni which 
there is no method of defence, and no place ol refuge.— 
Destructive vl^itation! which rends the firmest, over¬ 
whelms the stateliest works; and puts an end, in a few mi¬ 
nutes, to the labour of ages. 

' Should almighty vengeance stir up again those fierce sub¬ 
terranean commotions: should the most high GOD bid 
strong convuLions tear the bowels of nature, and make the 
tOUndations of the world tremble like a leaf: wliat, O ye 
careless ones f, whi^t will you do } ^V hither v\ ill you fly !—- 
See! the pavement sinks under your her. Your houses 
are tottering over your heads, 'f-tie ground, on every side, 
cracks and opens like a gapuig giave ; or heaves and swells 
1 like a rolling sea. , A noise ol crashing | is iieard from 
without, occasioned bgi the rending street'., and tailing 
istructares. JlThunders, infernal thunders |l, bellow Irombe- 


* lUv. vi. S* t xxxit. 11. 

I Zcpli. i. 19 . 


A Before t*ie9«ertl^t9Vy of Catwit by ancarthquak.;, a 90:^ was !ward, »»ft and kyoA, 
. 5j» if rU the aiiiUfTy in wofid oiieharged a; oacc. 
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neath! mingled wit'i despairing shrieks, and dying groans. 
Snrieks aiid groans from ti)ose wretci^eJ cn^atiftes, who are 
jammed between the closing earth, or going down a!i/e 
into the horrible —Where rjow will ythi flv ? To vour 
strong towers ? They are shattered {doces.—1\> the',rrong- 
er rocks ? I'iiev are thro^^n (-ut ot their place.— To tiie 
open Helds? P'lev are a frig'^thp gh' va^eiiiog to devo ir 
Vf 0 .--Wiiere-ever you Hv ; n. d 
tractioi', where ever v-'U '.eek. 1 
a man ff'^d f>u> n <i 'in'?, nn I a 'y 
///e anti n >* h i.iJ ii 

bit bfru f / 

Tiiuid, “ there is no piace ■ ered 
express) '0. Oor fdace r'-r^- t;., 'ich '■ 
olahle aanctn-iry, and s per'- st • ;rUv ■ 

‘the gra-ei us, the ad«Mx;i)s- Kiu>y.- 
lliiherk't us b^ake our-ehos. a > v, . 
dcst>lacion cometh, n >^v l.'t us b. i <k. ■ 
strong ho'd. 'i'hcn, siuill wt have no re:is< 
the earth be moved, ansi though the i ilb h . Tf m i it > 
midst or^ the sea, R-r thus sairh CiOO^ th ‘ ■ muio iun 
tairhlui GOD. ’The xun an-i tiie nvhni ^luiH (k‘ ' 

and ihc stars shall wi'hdrav thdr shinitrj^. The L 't • 
also, amkist this deep an.i di.Ntnal gloom, shall roar ' >• 
Sion; a .d utter hi^ voice, iaden witli horror atjd pr ic 
destruction, tro)7i Jcruj-alem. Tiic heavens above, a'* ' f 
earth beneath, and ail created nature, .shall shake, H u • 
true believer may stand erect and undisnavcd, Ii caov 
the LORD, who dwells ill the darkness, a d presides ov' 
the storm; the LORD JidSUS ULyiscit w-ii be die hofieo* 
Ids. jiei'jile, lo i;isj)ire ihein. v\itiiauoblc conhdenu ; ui.<i 
tlic strength ot ids ciui iiea to be their safeguard in every 
danger. 


f-'.r I ''otract the 
■ ‘ rove rin Itu'i- 
'i to-'' great, 
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Or, if the true believer i.s involved, in the same promis- 
cu(»us ruin with tlie ungodly i even this shall turn to his 
gain. It shall exempt him from the lingering pains, and 
th.c ntelanciioly Solemnities ot a dying bed. . Like Eiiiah’s 
ferv chariot it shall his soul, with speed and .safety, to 
the bosom of liis S WiOUE. While the hideous cavern, 
tl at helms his body in the center, shall be its chamber of 
rest, ti!! the beloved BRIDEGROOM comes, and the day 
of resurr. ction dawns. 

\S'c lilt up t-ur eyes, and behold the radiant colours, 
which 11.ish tiie lorehead r)f the morning. We turn, and 
gaze upon the no less beautiful tinges,, which impurpla. the 
brow ot evening. We throw around our view, and are 
delighted with liumberlcss forms ot fertility, which both 
decorate and enrich our plains,—Whereas, other countries 
arc darkened with clouds, or ovci-vun with swarms ot lo¬ 
custs. Which intercept, where-ever they fly, the fair face 
of day i and destroy, wiierc-ever they alight, the green 
treasures ot the ground *. 

Ah! what avails it, that the lab.nious hind sows his 
acres j or the skiliul liusbandman prunes his vineyard?— 
Thar spring, sviih her proldie- inoisture, ssvells tlie bud ; or, 
W'ilit her delicate pencil, p.■ini', the blossom? Nor grain, 
nur fruiH C'Ur hope tor.mamrity ; whde these rapaciousand 
l)aje'iui creatures infest tile nci^;h.bourhood. d’hev ravage 
the gardens, and plunder the heids. 'i'hey strip the trees, 
and siiave the rncadcAvs. Scarce a single leaf remains on 
the iK.uglis, (;r so much as a single stalk in the furrow’s.— 
fire ikvotn'clh (nforc and l\'!i/nd fhcvi ajlarne burn- 
€lh: (lie Uiiiu is as the ;^arden of Eden before theniy and be¬ 
hind Ihvm a desolate loildenicss: j^ea, and nothing can escape 
ihcm t. 


W. 


• rc.Mial 4S tht account, wi'I"h :r(-''ft rsvt .'lYrn with reUt'n'n 

tu ifici.t Jiiimii’.i, Thivcii'jt mfonr..; us t ij'„n It*-,'Hy ui tl c air tof'fftl «r, <11 lOinpsiU 
“ lilie a vail cluiitl; l'>ni*(utK-s fiiu-cn <.r c i:h'.’ s i'..'a-i.l an uit ten or twelve 

“ ni.lct brpitd. So that tlicy tjuUe darkcni'n; /k v, jn.l i<iak.c (!'. • io'i!,i.ieil dav obicure.— 
“ Wlierev^r they ihcy uikour all itic will .n i.l. iluis t^»e lujurs, and fiftjueiiily 

inakca Utnuieni ilic twunUy. 

+ A lire dptroiirdh VicTore tliem, and I'ehind tL. ma fiarne iutrneth, Jeel il, 

7ae iHvie bold and e>’^te Iiv« metaphors, which lKc H.hiew lanjuaj^a delighit avid 
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Now, let the dreadtul artillery roar from all its iron 
throats, and disgorge the heaviest glut of mortal hail.— 
Now, ve sons of- slaughter; men skilful to destroy *; now 
hurl the sulnhiirc«>ii, giobos, which kindle into a hurricane 
of fire, and burst in ragged instruments of ruin.—To no 
pnronsc. The linked thunderbolts are turned into stubble j 
tin bursting bombs hre accounted ns straw. These armies 
ol the air, laugh at all the formid dile oreparations <d war: 
and when fheij fall on the swoni, fhi y iliall not 'jc 
surprising and awlul destination of the 
at once, to stain the oride, and chastise t';c ;','nu ! fui ! 
these are a despicable and puuv re.''/; cl. 1 in u-* coai of 
mail, but crushed b, rhe slighteu toi.h. Thev were' nei- 
tlitT sword, nor scvnicter, inr a w ^>l7o:,-uvo \ve.)p'>n. Yet, 
in spite of opposing legion,:, thev cirrv .on their depredati¬ 
ons, and push their contjiio'-u d'error njjr. lies in tticir 
front, and famine brines no 'lu- rear. Idurv si.rcrtd univer- 
8ril devastation,'S'S they advance ; and Irep”'-i’!y give the 
sigrea!. for the pestilence to ud!:;w, Polcrd arunes lo.sc 
t)u' ir hands, and haughty tyrants tremble for their domi- 

in' “Us. 

()' tliat the natb'e.s of (h’f’af-Britnin would betliink 
thcmbcivcs! would break oT their sins by believing in the 
riglueoiisness of ClliUS r, :uid their iniquities by cherish¬ 
ing the ii'.fiucnccs of his divine SPITri' le-t th.is overflow¬ 
ing scourge uivier whica some neighbouring kingdoms 
have severely snrart'ed, should be commissioued to vi.at our 
borders -ind avenge the quarici of its MAlvKRb honor.— 


1>V whicK it ii r’n'iKf itl) il.'jUr li. ii,;r,i!ies a total ti-vaO ■tio'’ oftheve-istaLle pto* 

ditcc. Such Kv tu i.i i* n i aivl ir'iitk-l^tiie altcuii.'d the pr(j,;rei» ol ttiOe p«i* 

ni' oijd 30 o.'U; w..'ic lucJi vi-li.-ni* it iiiipctn.'tiiv'. :!:st jiune couid ouencri it' 

lpi43d:i:,i; iuch e;.triiit>‘) h.i.oc.'., .njt could ciciipi: tc. 


* Ezek. xxi. |i. 

* The prophet Joel, foretelling the pligtie oflocufti, fio'cr. tinder the imare of sn en; 
kattled lioil, amoll rt'KrmiMg diipUy, of ineir teruhie api’cj’snce; iheir ini[i«iifu« ora- 
ercis; the horrilne orcjd tiicy rsiie, u they idvjtuce; aad tne irreparahle tailchKif lh-4 
r«ve, MVhey depart. J»«l ii, S. 


t liai xx-iii. 15. 
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as Ti osc c^\.'iceions are ; tia separated 
fr nj us bv ioierpf^'i,.<.: •^eas; v»'t, if GOO li t up a siamisrd 
frr'm ’ar. uv bai hi-s ^ ui.rn t'K-m ^rom theerxfsof thc^rarth ; 
they conn with speed f,\\ Pi\.— Whd wii! convev nay wish 
to li e ears, who,will rranMidt ir to t'.e hearts, of mv conn*? 
trvn.er ? '? hat oiir laiid may aivvavs appear, as it does at 
pres« nr,I <Mhi dirlin<]f of providence^' May always re- 
sr'unrl v. id-, die voice of jov, at d be Blled with the fruits of 
plenty. always wear the lobe of beauty, and be 

adorned v'v-ih the snide of peace. 

lijw rreat aie tisc advantaijcs of peace ! said Theron.— 
Peace at lier leisure plans, and leads out industry tot*xecutc, 
all the noble and coininodious iniprovenienls, which yve. 
behold on every side. Peace sets tlic mark ot pntperty o n 
our possessions, and bids justice ^uarrantee them to our en¬ 
joyment. Peace spreads over u's the banner of the laws, 

. M hilt'* we taste, free from outrage, and secure from injury, 
the milk and honey of our honest toil f.—Amidst the tu- 
f.jihtuuus confiisicn cd war, wlio could have a heart to con^ 
tiive, or a Hand to accomplish, any such works of dignity 
and use? In those days of darkness and distraction, how 
languid to tlie sigh.t are all the dewy landscapes of spring ? 
IP ■w insipid to the taste are all the delicious flavours of 
autumn ?— When the nati<m is over-run with afmievS, and 
embroiied in dauglitcr, a IrcinhltuL! Iimr^ and failing of eyes^ 
and snn'iuc ef mind arc the dismal distinction of the times. 
Instead of a calm acquiescence in our portion* our very life 
hajigs in cujntinual ,su.ipense. 

But w hat are ail the benefits of cxterhal peace, though 
displayed in the fairest light, and enlivened by the strongest 
contrasts—what are tliey all comp ared wnth the blessings of 
the gospel ? By which sinners mav have peace with GOD 
f^irough mSUS CllRI^our LORD. 


* flifs unto tlu’m, liai. v. *6. 

f PaK pp'trn^ rerum, "ay? the latia pnet — But the Orient'i!';, I tl'ink, difeover the 
pioft fiipeditivc p"ifrni fut 'hnslil'ffing. bs rui'ismf; ittiitM.uiJt.iM ifjrni «f their UIuuihuis 
jitid the lubjcft of J.iir nig{t cordial wilh<«s tor their Irii.n<l.s; Pcacb «b bnio twib. 

I Dcut. XKXvi'i. 6^. 
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This. r:sum('d Aspas:o, siig.-;csts a fresh instance of hap- 
pii'.ess, i:h'h others want, and tee possess ; an instance, ne¬ 
ver ro b.Vi- flitted in our catalo/^ue of peculiar mercies. I 
mi-dtt H ! I never to be for^jotten, by any clirhrian, on any 
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r/vtV,‘Y/ (( . ,’f> iStve /‘ e /atowltrii^c of a!ration, aiaJ !•) ^aide our 
ifi / of p(^acc .—Wnile niidions oi An- 

pets', . <! ■'■■;•) th'-'T n-Ui v'e tlinvr's, are reserve.; in chains of 

; >;>- the judgement of fne grcai t ly ; though 
•' aivl iinostHte sinners of mankioti, are (.'riivered 
c w’ \( ;• Pj t > c line. The ho!v'J IhSUS (blessed be his 

• .i;ng g>iOclnes^ I) has endurecl the cross, and desjiiscd 

• i t; , -jU ptirijose to rescue us from tliose doletui ancl 
; i as dungeuns ; where the prisor.crs ol almighty 




with grcani. 


Unrri'};it«cl, uiipitifd, unvtfprtov’d, 
of hopclcfs ctir! *. 


'iv dear I'heron ; let me repeat vour own important 
■VV'., '* Wh'it arc all t!u: benciits of external peace, 

“ tlioi .h (lis])laved in the tiirest light, and enlivened i)y the 
strvmg<'st (jontrasts-TViuit are they all,,compared with 
ti'.o hle'M'opy ol tlic pospcl ?"—d his brings the olive-branch 
from lieavcn, and prochu.ns reconciliation with our ollend- 
ed GOD. 'i'his composes the tumults of the mind, and 
tlie trou’oles of conscience. This disarms the warring pas¬ 
sions, regulates the extravagant de.sires. In a word j this 
spreads such a beauty of holiness, through the wliole per¬ 
sonal a>id social conduct, as is far more aiiiiable, than the 
most engaging lorms ot material nature. 

O ! thai thou wouldst bow the heavens ! that thou 
wouMst come down, c(de<fial V ISlTAN I ; and make thy 
l^tated, thy favounie abode in our isle ! that every iadividcr, 


? MjI ’'Ot*, 
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al may be jjnimafed with thy power; and cverv community 
wear thv resplendent badge !—Then shai! it be least in¬ 
gredient of our public felicity, that the sword of slaughter 
is beaten into . a plough-share, and the once bloody spear 
bent into a pruning-hook. It shall be the lowest upon the 
Jist of our common blessings, that violence is no more heard 
in our land^ xjoasfhi^ and destruction within our borders. Our 
very officer‘s' will he peace^ and our exactors * rl^hteoume^s. 
We shall ca 'l (and tlie event will correspond with the name) 
Pur widls sa/vi!f/o)i, and our ^afes praise. Then shall every 
harp be taker from die willows, and every voice burst 

into a s -n::;. “ In other climes*’—will be the general ac- 

clamation. 

** In other climes, let myriads of curious insects, spin that 
“ delicate thread, wnich softens into v.dvci, .stiTcns iota 
brocade, or flows in glossy satin ; v, incli reflects a loveli- 
ergluw on the cheek of bcau'y, and renders hivaltv itself 
more majestic. We are presented with infinitely liner 
** j'obes^ in the im])uted righteousness of our REDhdEVfF.R, 
** and the inherent sanelilication of hibi‘PiRi'r. he.h 
beautify the verv soul, .uu! prej.are it tor the illuotrijus 
assembly—ot saints in liglit—of Uiigt is in glory. 

** Let eastern rocks sparkle wnh dlamonrh, and give 
birth to gems of cverv dazzling tincture. Wo luve. iiid 
** in the field of our scriptures, tne pearl of grcr.l price ; 

, the and precious stone ^ r;f peilect nbsoiuti(*n ; a 
** diadem, wlrlch will shine wdtii imciiiriinished lustre, wiien 
all the brilliant wondersof the mine are laded, extinguish- 
ed, lost. 

“ Let richer soils nourish the noblest plants, and warmer 
suns concoct their exquisite juices : the lemon, pleasingly 
poignant, the citron, more mildly delicious; or that 
** ])ride of vegetable life, and compendium ot al! the bla i-r 
diihiiicnts ot ta^te, the pine-apple. We enjoy far more 


* Ifal. lx, 37. Officers and fignify pfrfon!, vrftcit with p«Wi« authority; 

tvho have il m their power, 10 i«lc with i.gour. Bui ihdc, lulhad of abuliug their pow- 
-r, Ihall cuudutt the admui.ftratiou with all poflible equity apd gentki.eis; with a pareB- 
'|a! teadp'BcU, ratiierUian a siiag>(lcfia1 auiU-rity. 

+ Rev. ii, 
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exalted dainties, in having access to the tree of life ; 

** whose leaves are for the healing^of the nations * ; whose 
“ boughs are replenished with a never-failing abundance of 
“ heavenly fruifs ; and the nutriment they dispense, is blisa 
and imraojtality. 

I-et Iberian vines swell the translucent cluster, and 
burst into a flood of generous wine. I^et the Tuscan 
“ olive extract the fatness of the earth, and melt into a soft 
niclliduou^ stream. We shall neither er.vv, nor covet 
“ these inferior fjiits, so lung as we may draw wai.-r out of 
** the welij of '*v;U!on. So long as we may receive the 
*' iincfson rr nr* ’>•.* HOLY ONEf, those influences of the 
CO.'.IFOil i Lrl, wliich not only make a chcarful coun- 
tcnancv, !> t gl id len the very heart. Imparting such a 
*■ refi’ieh satniacu.m, the whoie wurl i cannot give ; such 
** a pari..aneut satistactioiJ, as no calamities can take 

** 2VV0V 

“ Let Efliiopian mountainr be ribbed with rnar!)]e, and 
Periivia 1 mines emboweled w ill giji h We want nei* 

“ thcr t:ie impenetrable q'unrrv, nor tlie gliitering ore hav- 
ing, in our adored MESbiAil, a sire foandauon tor all . 
“ our eternal hopes, and mu inexhaustible land of tue di- 
“ viiK“-'t i .'..hes. 

“ Be it so I r]i-t our /,v'> is but a creeping drop ; and the 
Thames ilselr. no more livm as:anty riil j compared 
with the m ;g:ii:ici.-nt sweep of the Gmges, or the stu 
pendoiis ;imi)iihu’.e oi' rio iL' la nla'u !:. I'hc wretc’.ieJ 
** natives, even vju the bunks oi i I'oe stately rivers, arc at a 
distance from all thw springs oi true cons liution. \V lerc- 
“ as, we have a t-iuntain, vve have a river, I’nat issues troiu 
the oce.in of eternal love. .With incomparable dignit y 
“ and with equal propriety, it h styled “ 'Fhe river of Life.” § 
•* It visits the liuuse of the mourner, and revives the'.spirit 
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f Tbi* nv<T rec'ivfj fiippl'-es, frn-TV ibe Ion!; ra.ns r>f ibf toriiU lone; and from tl«s 
fToporiionabiv ittif;*. i« fc-voiis, hiO m u e I'owc-ia ,>1' iht- r orMillierat, th« ImjhTft mounU'Hi 
*a oartki, ii is ^uuuoted to tiC ihe laijjelt nver in the wojUs, 
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of the sorrowful. It makes tlie chy, jinH h)s»kes 

•* happy the servants qf our GOD. ft quickens even the 
‘f dead; and every hypian creature, that drinks of its water, 
*' lives forevef* ‘ " 

** Cer Asiatic boast their .mountains of myrrh, and 

hills of frankincense. Let Arabian groves, with sUf)crior 
“ liberality, distil tht'ir,healing gums v and ripen, forvigor- 
“ ous operation, their vital drugs. We have a more sove- 
** reign icmcdy, than their mast powerful- restontives, ia 
" the great Ml'DiATOR’s atoning blood. We have a 
*.* more r^frcshiiig banquet, than all their mingled sweets, 
** in cou)inenio-.aiiiig !r.s passion, and partimpating his 
** merits. 

** In short have an equivalent, far more than an 
** equivalent, for all those chchce productions, wtdeh blo' -ni 
‘‘ in the gardens, or bask in the orchards of the sun. We 
have a gospel, rich in precious privileges, aisd abf^tjndihg 
** with uiestimablc promises : v. e have a S WIOUR, full 
“ of forgiving goodnes',, and ifncral ot rec.ewing grace. At 
whose auspicious approach, ioutuhf.U'. s[»out amidst the 
1 ** burningr desart ; under \vhf)sc weic jtne loxdsteijs, the san- 

O ^ ^ * * I » 

** dy waste smiles with hcrhuigc ; and Lcncatn his potent 
touch, the wiidenicss buds ai -i blosin.U'* a r.jse *. Or, 
** of the sorrowful, it makci glad tiic cay, a .d makes 
to Speal: plainly, the desdate barieu soul brings 
fortn those fruits of the Si^iRi r, which arc infinitely 
** more oriiAiTicntal, than the silken g.c.is ot spring; infi- 
** ttiteiymore bcncnciai, than the saiubi ious storcsof autumn. 

“ Wc have a 8.4^ IGUR—tell it out among the Hea- 
“ then ; that all the nations on earth, partake of the gift, 
“ and join in tlic song—A SAVIOUR we have, whose 
** radient eye BWhhtcns the gloomy patlrs of affliction.— 
** Whose efficacious blessing makes all things work toge- 
ther, for the good 'f of bis people. Death, gilded by his 
« propitious smue, even death itsc if looks gay. Nor is the 
grave, under his benign admiuiatration, any longer a den 
of de^mciion; but a short and shady avenue to those 
loWBortai mansions: whose toundations arc laid with 
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sapphires j whe^s, windows are hf agate ; ,tBe gates; of 
carltundei;^ pleasant stones*”’ 

PardpO mi, rhajiisady, ri^ar Theroa. Your own .remark, 
added to thei'grand and lovely views, have syarrtied, have 
miiqfiatedi' h’an'spOrted 'me -a nswered 

hot a y^ord^^^t sa|^ thoo|^ht.- 7 ^,Wmii? he is tndulg- 

observe some other 

cu!ian'tie^;ldf.,*the,pro'!n>ect.','■ _ ^ 

Here mid tWre a lonesome cottage scarcely lifts its hum«^ 
ble head* No pompous swell of projecting steps, surrounds 
the dpOr ; ho appendent wings of inferior ofFiccs, slcirt thh;| 
edifice pq,: stately hall, slabbed with marble, and roofed ' 
with .^jp&re, receiyes the gazing stranger*. . But white- 
robeef;sweet-featured c<rntentment, neat¬ 
ness f With a: ^toss on her garments, and health,'Wfth a 
bloom on her cheeks, adorn the habitation. While ;yiftuc 
lends he*'. religion communicates her, honors, to 

dignity the'abo^.,; Tendering the blameless hut superior, in- 

reu/majesty, tp, a dissothW , 

At somd distance, afip^ir the hoary remains of an intient. 
monastery.' Sunk beneath the weight-of reypiyipg^-^ 
the once venerable fabric is leyelled with the dnk; The’| 
lofty and ornamented temple, lies rudely Qyer^^jrpvvn with , 
mt^s^ Or still more ignobly covered with vy,eed4. 
where,;painted imagery stood, or idolized painting shopc^pareiit 
nfespeWWfth twining ivy, or shagged with horrid tUorjh^-fr'vis 
isles, that once echoed to die ebantor’s voice, tnin-'. 
gied'. with the organ’s majestic sound, the hollow 'Vind* 
roafriana the dashing storm drives. Where arc, now,; the/ 
silenl 4^18, the vocal choirs, the dusty groves ? In whicli ; 
tb|;T#hidptic saints prolonged their lonely vigils, by 



* I,at. liv. It, t«. 



. Sh r ■; 

t' exemplify and repomraend thi» ornament of focial life^ tli 

Wlka »f ■ paifage, which 1 have never feen fatisfaftordy axplaia-d. When 
ffiive a treat to five thoufae^ men, wK» attended his preaching; when hr comtnsadesnhrm 
to fit a«Wn noon the ground, in order t» receive his bounty :r the nie-n MiH sr'- - 

<ier i it it i4dti by ^ hiftoriao, there tea) mcA grsfs r» t/iep.ses.^ jol'u v>. »*, 


I ttiaa > 













m 


tions win drop, i^h<* faded leaf j and ^cnve not’ in® be¬ 
hind pan^« of rempnie, keener far than the pointed thorn, 

arid morn envenomed than the viper’s tooth 
Perhaps, they were the beauteoisand h^not^ed aboles, 
where grandeur and pol teness walki J their dulv round, 
attended with a train ot guiltle*!*? dehj»hts. Where amia¬ 
ble and refined friendship was wo d to srt and > mle; f ink¬ 
ing love, and talking the very soul. Wh re hisprihty. 
With osconomy always at her side, stoo I bee vonio t to the 
distressed* but industrious * poor; and sinwered biessln'»s 
from her libera! hand.^-But war, detested nai, h is stretch^ 
ed ovet the social and inviting seat, the l.m* o lonbiMon, 
and the stones of emptinessf. Now, alls' ‘^'vng but 
desolation and horror haunt the savage retro it Tne ample 
arches of the briUge, which so often transmitted the w m- 
den ig passenger alnig their penale way. He buried in the 
dteary jmote.—Thiuc lehcs of thv portals, naked and 
abmdfmed, se|^ to btmoin liieir melancholy condnion —^ 
No sp>en4>d chaiiois, with their gay retinue, freq lent soH* 
taiy uccnijes. Ni' needy steps, with chearful expedta<i >ns, 
be lege ihe pnce bountiml gate. But all is a miserabki 
fotlorn, hideous pile of r ibfiidi. 

Since riches so often lake to themselves wings* and fly 
away : sihce houses, »r;at ard fai^ reel upon the.r fiiyiula- 
tioni and so soon n moi • nrJ d i>t : b )w wise, ho v t*aJi}* 
bury, is odr divine M Vs I fJl’s advice' mtiU to 

HHfh the mammon of unn^fiteoumt'iS i thaf, whtA iht 
World, fails aroun I yoM, w len the spriigsot nAUiK* fail 
within you ; r/if'V, a» witnesses of your char.ty, and vouch- 
frtS for the sincerity of your laith, may receive unfo ever* 
klstin^ habitations [. —Whereas, whatever ebe We aiti«i& 4 , k 
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, * l lay d»ar«ffed, b«t mduftnoo* poor —BecanE*, I WWjia Wt tv# underttood, as en* 

jjour««g, b«'nydegr«, the relief of our common b*j^r». *rgyir»rdfc the fortper, t 
Svrtiutd epitivete 1 tCNder and eversyeaming compafitoa, 1 Srdhld atuncjhate ihevf <t 9 «D« 
plaititat »• lacred wrtterdireftv, ■wouldevea aaSK. t» ddUietagood-- but «tta tfuj 
1 frankly own, 'hat 1 look uptm It a» my dury, lo dj(coi«age fuch cewherari of 
the ground They are, jiysnerjUV Ijxakmg, Ufty draoeai tod thetr h%Stt«l ip 

«• Ihstier (iMd a fpeciout robbidg ot the public hive* 
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for our beirc, for our successors, for kuow not who.—> 
This wealth is truly emphatically callecJ own *: it is an 
advowson j we have the perpetuity. Whereas, whatever 
else we possess, is ours only for a turn or in tru^i. 

Sec the dreadful, dreadful ravages of ctvil discord! 
wheie-evtr that internal fury stalks, she marks licr steps in 
blood, and ka\es opulent cities a ruinous heap f.—-What 
tharkb then, v\liat ardent and ceaseless thanks, arc due to 
that all-suj eiintending, ever gracious LORD, who has 
dashed the tench iiom her hand ; has broke her murderous 
wea| oi.b; and ihnen the baleful pest from our island!— 
Ma) the saiiiC rdinighty goodness banidi the monster from 
all lanus! baniv’i tic actursed monster, with her hated as¬ 
sociate lapiuc, and her insati.il)le purveyor ambition, to the 
deepest hell. Ihaudt d witii everlasting infamy, and bound 
jn adamantine chains, iheie let them gnash their teeth, and 
bite the inevitable cuib!—While peace, descending from 
her native heaven, bids her olives spring amidst the joyful 
nations: and plenty, in Icdguc with commerce, scatters 
blessings frc'm clime to clime. While gladness smiles in 
every eye; and love, extensive disintcresied love, leveling 
■ the partiiion-wal! of bigotry, ccnieiits cveiy heart in the 
best ot bonds, 

Near those heaps of havock, hvj the spot, ever-memora- 
ble and still revered, on whi^li an ol .linate and fatal bat¬ 
tle was fought,-^'1 he hushandm. ,1, . > lie breaks his fallo\v 
land, or rends the grassy lurt, oitcn du^covers the horrid 
implemcnis, and the nicie lion id ciiccb, of that bloody 
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♦ cf Viigtl tdlli Iionw’*! Lc t neve dtlplaytl iA coloftrs. 

ttuM gti»W,ird witijfi^irtrttha like limit whtt i < a.ed Ivv ihc jin jjlict jueiniah, 

C!>ap» tv dit, Av itii. ns, ti t ^,U8Uat pncoitlic kiual, tbt rtitclcr 

1) pMmtt (VC lu CMficli. titc tiC.Ki, v,iUl d tr.()i(ri(n( e>f ue < 

^snl vtC 1 ((, F'^tktr wckcl, thetilt-ilUlfavaf uii u aimd; thekctiicA angtuOi, 

(Ui'niiy. S‘)a wjldelt vai ex pitilcd m a iai'gudge, exa^Tiy iMit* 

vehfmeiit*—aimjpt ailorucrly. My SoveUJ tny btiwclal I ata 
vtry Ivcdit. My very hcait rdaketti a nuili in n r, J tamiot hoiafliy peace, 
bilA tteaid, i) my (oul the iDuud of ti e u lunpet, the aui in ot war.—deftriic> 
11 Uie^ tor vhe land u Ijm left, sutiduily are tny tents ipoiled, 
my ctirtauiii naouieat.o^Uow ion^ ihaii i leif the ikudaid, and heat Ute louud «d 
thtWuiBpet? 
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conflict. He starts to hear his coulter strike upon the bos¬ 
ses of a rusty buckler, or gride over the edge of a blunted 
sword. He turns pale, lo see human bones thrown up be¬ 
fore ihis plow ; and stands aghatst to think, that, in cutting^ 
his furrow, he opens a grave.—^Thc grey-headed sire often 
relates to his grandsons, hanging with eager attention on 
the tale and trembling Lr the event •, telates the dismal, 
the glorious deeds ot that important day.—How the fields, 
now covered with waving i rops, were then loaded with 
mangled and g'lastly corpses. How t‘ie picture*', novr 
green with herbage, were then inciimsoned w.iii Human 
gore. 

“ On that extended common,'he sava, where the busy 
sheplierd is creeling his hurdled citadel, tlje tents were 
** spread, and the banners displd)ed ; the apears bristled in 
“ air, and the burnished helmets glittered to’ the sun.—On 
" yonder rising ground, where the frisking lami)s play their 
" harmless frolftST, stood the martial files ;c!ad in mail, and 
“ ranged in battle-array. There stood war, with all ittf 
** coUci ted horrors ; hovering, like some portcuitous cloud, 
** and ready to burst into an immediate storm.—On the 
“ nearer plain, where the quiet steed grazes in safety, and 
“ those sober oxen chew the juicy lierb, the flerce encoun- 
“ ter mixed. I'here, the javelins, iaunclicd from nervous 
“ arms, and aimed by vengeful eyes, flew and reflew, 
“ whizzing with dcain. 'The arrows lightened ^ from thft 
strings j and dsem-licJ their keen points, and dipped 
** their feathery w ings in blood.—Soon as this shower of 
** missive steel ceased, instantly out^prung thousands of 
** flaming sw ords. ’I'Ik y clash on the brazen shields; they 
** cut their wav through the reeking armour j and sheatn 
“ their blades in many a gallant dauntless heart.—Hcrc,, 
on this disiinguislied level, the proud insulting foe, per- 
“ luming on victoi), ano boasting of their numbers, pour- 
** ed in like a flood 'I heie, a bold determined battalion, 
“ of which niysclt was a part, piaiitc’d themselyes likiB 4 
“ rock, and broke the tierce attack. 
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“ Then adds the brave nld then the cowarr 

* herd fled before the vengeance of our efonqnering arms 
Then, these h?nds strewed the plains with a h^rve^t* dif 
*• ferent far from their present productions. Then, fhi /a- 
** thers, smitten with expressible dread, looked not back 
** their children * ; though shuddering at the lifted spear, oi 
** screaming under the brandished sword. The fathersItnk* 
ednot back 07 i their childereUi though they fell am.mg the 
" slain, gashed with deadly wounds; or lay expiring, in 
** groans of agony, under our feet.’* 

We Icrvc the watrior, to repeat his shocking story, and 
enjoy his savage satisfaction. He speaks, ’tis true, in a 
strain somewhat superior to his character. As though ilie 
triumph of his heart, had exalted his sentiments, -and en¬ 
nobled his language. Nevertheless, for calmer scenes, and 
ttofler delights, we willingly leave him. 

The eye is pleased with tlie elegant gaiety of the parter¬ 
re} the ear is sooth'^dwith the warbling mdody of the 
grove; but grand objects, and the niagnincence of things, 
charm and transport the whole man. I'ne mtnd, on such 
occasions, seems to expand with the prospect, and secretly 
in the consciousness of her greatness.—InUnt upon 
these large and excursive view^, our friends scarce advert 
to the minuter beauties, which address t em on every side. 

swan, with her snowy plumes, and loftily bendi g 
head} amidst all her superb air, and loidly state; rows mi* 
noticed by.-—Equally unnotii cd is both the array and the 
Action of the duck; her gloss} nisck, and finely chequered 
wings5 her diving into tl>e deep, or hei darring up into 
dUy.*—llie swallow, skimming the a.r in wanton circle 5 >, or 
downy breast in the flood, courts their observa¬ 
tion ih vain.—Nor couldJhe finny shole|s attract their regaid, 
^tiough they played before the boat in spoitivc chacc; or, 
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wS »«a ‘mage, w« are obligeS to the propM* Jereiai- 
worifU, Wt widi #11 the pomp of horror, deicnhei the 4ln ap* 
the (toaSemation hf a van^Ntlhedpeople. At the no» % <it( the ftamp* 
I Srong horltii, at the ruming of fiia etnnott, aoS at the rombhk g $f 
fhaU not look back onto their chUtireR, for fatblanea vt haaili.f 
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glancing quick to the surface, shewed their pearly coi^tg, 
hedrojjped with guld^—Thus they> engaged in sublime Spe* 
culadpns, neglect i hjrior enteitainments. And if the sons 
of Religion over-look the diminutive, transient, delusory 
torms of pleasure, which float on the narrow stream of time, 
or (lit along the scanty bounds of sense; it is only to con¬ 
template and eijoy a happiness in their GOD, which ii 
elevated, substantial, and immortal. Compared with which, 
whatever the eye can survey, from pole to pole, from the 
rising to the setting sun, is a cockle-shclI, a butterfly, a 
Rubble. 

From this open and enlarged scene, they enter the skirts 
of a vast, umbrageous, venerable forest.—On either side, 
the sturdy and giganiic sons of earth, rear their aged trunks, 
and spread their branching arms. Trees, of every hardy 
nuke, and every majestic form, in agreeable disorder, and 
wdth a Wild kind of grandeur, All tlie aerial regions. The 
huge, ej^pausivsir'tpammg boughs unite themselves over the 
current, and dirfuse “ their umbrage, brosid and brown as 
** evening/’ 


' . 


What folemn twih’ht! what ftupcttdous IhadM 
Enwiapt ttjefe lout c, ne floods ? Thfo* evgry nUrve 
A latud ! onor thnlls, a plcahng fear 
GUdes o’ci the nnud. 


'I^he timorous dter start at the clashing of the wa^ 
Ai^rm^d with the unsual so ind, they look up, and gazC ^ 
a mouient: then fly into covert, by various wavs, andl^im 
precipitate speed , vanishing rather than departing from tile 

glade. . 

How awful to lefiect, as they steal along the 
^ores, and the moss-grown hanks} as tb^y glide onijei^IhE 
pendent shades of quivering poplar, of whistling fik, and 
the sulenin*80unding foliage of the oak— how awrui to in¬ 
flect t i hese were the lonely haunts of the Druids, I 
** thcHisand years ago! Amidst these duifky masses, 

« sympathetic glooms, the pensive si^eti strpp--* ^ 

“ mey sought, they found, and with idi Che *" 
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perstitious devotion* thejr gathered thfeir mhletoe *. Here, 
** the viMonarv recluses shunned tbi tumultuous ways of 
•* men, and traced tlie mysterious paths ot providence. 

Here they exolored the secrets of nature, ami invoked 

their fabled Gods.” 

Sometimes wiapt in a sudden reverie of thought, some* 
times engaged in conversation on the solemn appearance of 
things, the vo^agersscaIce perceive their progress. Before 
they arc aware, this venerable sCene is lost j aud they find 
themselves advanced upon the borders ot a beautiful lawn. 
The forest, retiring to the right-hand, in the shape of a cres¬ 
cent, com])()scd what Milton styles, “ A verduous wall of 
Stateliest aspect j ” and left, in the midst, an ample space 
Jor the fiourisliing of herbage. 

Here, said I hcron, if you please, we will alight; and 
leave the bearct* of ourflf)aung sedan, to pursue his ceaseless 
course—to enrich the bosom of other vallies, and leave the 
feet of other hills—to visit cities, and make the tour otcouo.» 
ties—to rellect the image of many a splendid structure, 
which adorn his banks; and, what is far more amiable, to 
distribute, ail along his winding journey, innumerable con- 
Y^niencies for man and beast: aapering, the farther he 
, goes* and the more benefits he ( outers, a gn^ater depth,and 
a wider swell; to the reniarl* able continuation of that be-* 
licfitiont maxim, there it> tliat scattcreth, yet incrcascth -j* \ 

A 

< , — —-And gooJ, the n'o) c 

Coinmunjcited, more ubundani proves. MicroM. 

Theron arrd Aspasio walking acros>> the spacious amphi¬ 
theatre, seated themselves at the extremuy ol the bend. 


• If tile readtr p!cai«, h« ittay Cfe ihtfe oompons foVmnities clefcnbctt, in ii 

l^ned. Muft patj. &c. Where, the curious iuir»tiv« ol PUny i$ emWlithci wuh 
Che barittoiii#ue pumbersof V»rgil-#-iii'llh regard to iba rtllcitione, otcafinteed by thid as- 
thecoittpomrnts lavilhed •!) the irrtsnch^lhcir r>,lii, on, and cheir monarch 1 JE be* 
ilttvC, the jidUfiout piotritaiit wtH conieCs with me; that, ai our charUiuig aatitor has 
jOOpii^ thelan^ttage, aud entered mid llw Ipmt «f the antient^, he has ail<a catched «tinUure 
' erf’tiWj* tupemtt on Jmhibing, together iwilh all their elcgantwa and graces* ipwie of 
' DMiHf ^ilW a«A %eotl«irjr |.«viues. 

I fiiitlpialhi utCarmiinc, non Lg» paucie Offendar Maculis, 
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Before them, lay, a^, verdant afea, quite even ; perfectly 
handsome j but far from gay. Oreen was all the dfe&s, 
without any mixture of gaudy flowers^ or glitterifig co¬ 
lours. Only, now and then, a gentle breeze, skiniihing 
over the undulating mt-ad, impressed a varying waiving gl(/S3 
on its surface. The whole seemed to resemble the de-' ent 
and «obcr ornaments of maturer age, when it l as put off the 
trappings, and bid adieu to the levtes of y^.iith T' e broad 
transparei'it stream, ran parallel witl. the lips ofthechannel ; 
and drew, as it were, a lino of cireumvallatio ', to guard 
• the calm retreat. The water appei red, where shaded with 
boughs like a barrier (ff polished steel , ufero open to the 
sun, like a mirror of flowing crystal.—Tlw eastern edges of 
the river, were barricaded w ith a kind <'f mountaintms de¬ 
clivity. On whf'Ke rude and rocky sides, a few stunted 
«hrubs and ilhformed trees hung. Among which t^e ti¬ 
morous rabbit burruw'ed, and tlie bcarrled goaf bfowze i— 
Not far from the summit, two or three fountai is gushed j 
which, uniting their currents, as they trickled down the? 
Steep, formed a natural ca>cade. IKre, it w'as Inst ifi thet 
rushy dells, or obscured by the twisiing roofs ; there, if 
burst again into view, and playing full in the eye of day# 
looked like a sheet of sooutmg silver. 

In this romantic retirement, said Theron, w*e are quitet 
sequestered from society. \Ve seem to be in aworid ofouf 
Qvrn ; and should ailn()^t be tempted to forget, that we aret 
encompassed with a kindred species ; did not the music of 
those stlver*tongued be lb, poured from a distant steeple# 
and gliding along the gentle stream, bring us news of hu¬ 
man kind. 

Escaped from man, and his busy walks^ mcthlnks, 
are come to the house of tranquility. Such a deep, urfdisH 
tarbed composure reigns all around ! — It is as if some au*^ 
.gust personage was making his entrance, or some majestid 
oeing was upon the point to sneak, and ail nature stood fix*' 
ed in attentive expectation. No place better fitted to ebt* 
rish, or to inspire, a contemplative scdatencss* 









♦ 

Awful solitude ! how pleasingly hptdd is the aspect of 
things !—Before z/r, are sliaggyj'ocks, and frowning preci¬ 
pices, with broken walls of water, glittering through the 
chfFs. Unwrouglit, lioary giuttoes, antient as the deluge ! 
Yawning, gloomy caverns, where fancy shudders, as she en¬ 
ters \'--Arouvd ate “ the trees of the LORD.” Trees, 
which the * a id or the most HIGH hath planted, and which 
seem to t»e co-tv al with the world. Who can forbear ad- 
ndiint, tlieir s m^i.iclty and grandeur ; the noble plainness 
of tl c r veiiorc', and the prodigious stateliness of their 
growta ; tli ii iptudous bulk, and venerable shades. 

Wlu t a 'k aio oar gardens, and wnat a mere dwatf 
are oui v,ro\. re lupci^d with these uncoufined, vast plan- 
tatii na i —le is none ot your nice exactness, but all is ir- 
re<jular]y and wilal) gieat. Here arc no traces of the shears, 
nor any toulstcps of the S[)acle, but the hand-work of the 
DKil'Y is apparent in dll.—(live me the scones, which di.s- 
dam the puny assistance ot ait,and arc infinitely superior to 
the low toiJo of man. (iive me the s..one8, which scorn to 
bribe cur attention, widn a i'tde bonowed spruccness of 
shajre ; but, by their own Uaiive u '..nv, command our re¬ 
gard. 1 love the pjo,pec<.->, winc.i, Il.t* moment they are 
beheld, strike the soul witli \c i iuiK-n, or tninsport it with 
wonder, which erv^ aloud, m oie eai or rLUjon, ascribe ye 
greatims io our GOD *.— Such, I .uiiih, m a very eminent 
' degree, is the toiesl; 


-II h _ IOC.' - h’s 

Ol to th; vafl lioi ■■ n \. ivt'. tl M . tl, 

A bouudlets <ie« ^ ./ e 1 IL h. 

Soloinon^s refined g.nhii? s dus to have been fond 
of the same situation, and dtlo^hi.d with the same objects, 
'rhereforc, at a gre.it expence, ar.d in the most curious taste, 
he built (be hone of the foresi, —Luiuh’s divme imaginatiou 
1 was charmed wiin the same gr.ind spectacle. More fre- 
' qutJntly, that, anyot tlie prophets, he derives his illustrations 
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from It. One compari.on 1 panicularlv reniernbor. Speak¬ 
ing of the Assyrian king, and his uni tary torces, he likens 
them to such an asssemblnge of trees : numerous, as their 
amazing multitudes ; stiong, as their massy trunks. Yet, 
numerous and potent as they were, they should all be 
brought low, and laid in the dust. ‘‘ For behold the 
** LORD, the LORD of hosts shall lop the bou'jjh with 
“ terror, and tlie high one of statu’ • h<>ll !>' h ‘wi down, 

and the haughty shall be humble 1 ; and 1 f' h ill (le down 
“ the thickest of his lorest with ron, d I shall 

** fall by a mighty one*/’ 

Then he passes, l)y a most beautiful tran>>'tl )n, to his dar¬ 
ling topic, the redemption of sinners, he ,n "s u , tog *'.er 
with one of the finest t contMsts nn .g’n IjJ *, <i Mt vv ot tlic 
MESSIAH and Ins girat b.d^^ation. Wnen all 1 itty 
Cedars are leveled with the ground, there shall come a rod, 
a single, slender twig shall ‘•pung horn t le stem of Jesse . 
Which, not withsL-mding us mean oiigin 1, aid unpromising 
appearance, shall rear it'- be^id to th' skicj, and extend iia 
bhade to the ends ot the cartlj. 

Jlter. You do wtl', A^padoJo icc-"! my roving thoughts. 
This magnificienl solitude hul capl’vated my imagination, 
and 1 was giving a loose to the umal sa’hes of lay fancy. 
But, With a willing compliance, 1 turn to a more exceiicnt 
subject.—Only J must a > i ' yon, that vojr reni’rk awak- 
ensa painful idea in lU) nnn o"j;li a jovial one in your 
own. For, my hop s, ^ hi h wire o ice uigh andhttedlip, 
are now too much hhe tint devote 1 piostraic foiest. 


I'll X. n 31 In I'l ' r ^ I), ronar V n* th-aiot S-insc,l*r!b'* arWiv. 

tiir prophrt unuikahl c* ti ini n leis 1 i ti 1 • 11 c h .,0 o » 1 lUt'lW! j iw 
and pnni,ipil o4ueri, \\ , iw dii ali tie r , anJ kj i di u ina his dtpoft* 
rarnt, relrmlilethe trtoa IbidY ti < ihrliiu,hi t j i c I tl i * <4 , 

prslutaio}} on future ionqiidb , .biI d vuicd m ibtir own in „ iiiuo i, Ii'e cedifs, toweti. 
> lijto the flue* 1 Ink Ihall’K 1 1 /H d jwu from tk treIti/4 if i j d ,v. iUj fhall 
fw humbled, deeply abaied, ird reJuued to lull aid wornu. 

'Ihisfmecontnft, and that ariM tranfition, a-e 1/th-it judicn >' aun'i n •>''ecctYo 
I'haptera, very much oblcund, if not quit* loll, t > ruai y i i.r^ the < 1 aj ti f*, t fluok, 
fhould by n* means be iepcia’ed . but, tlic tcuJi a.id t le eu.u th, at a < mfm utuat* it thi^ 
Jam* prophety, Ijiould be un *d. 


^ liait Ki. t. 
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Asp, Mv dear Thfron, jij'ue me leave r» sav, the»' were 
never rightly founded, never built oo the foundatloo ot the 
gospel, which, instead of directing us what to do, in order 
tM obtain acceptance with GOD, sets before us all that is 
requisite for this great end, as aheady done and completed 
by JESUS CHRIST. Your hopes vvere a mere systeqa of 
6eli-depeiidence i and w hat you thought 

-- . . A teal good, 

N»)ijght el(e but vapity mifunderftood. 

’They were* wliat Shakespear calls, the ba<!cless fabric of a 
vision. N )vv ttic bhado(\) and transient arc vanished, that 
Aolid hones and everlasting jo)s mav succecil Let them 
rest on CHRIS ‘ ,the mfinitelv glorious REDEEMER, and 
they never shall be overthrown, nevef be uemohshed any 
more. 

Cast a look upon yonder ivy. What can be more feeble ? 
It lias not strength enough to withstand the slighted blast. 
2}*ay, if left to itself, its own weight would crush it to the 
earth. Yet, by twining around the oak, how high it rises, 
^pd how firm it stands ! An emhi-nn of our state, and a 
, {pattern for our imitation.—So let us, who in ourselves arc 
nothing, of ourselves ca do notlnng, let us fly to Cl IRIST; 
rely on CHRIST; and asILrnab.is, (that true son of conso¬ 
lation) speaks, “cleave to the LORD JEbUS CHRIST 

with full purpose of heart**.” Let us rietermine to kninv 
nothing, to depend on nothing, but JESUS CHRIST, and 
him crucified. Let this be the n.otto tor our aith, this the 
langijage of our uouls j CHRIST all. Then shall eur 
virtues^ though hitherto smitten v\ith a blast, revive as the 
jCprn. IJien shall our hopes, though in ilicinselves weaker 
that! the ivy, mount like the cedars. 

Tker, Y'ou can hardly imagine, how a sense of guilt and 
pnworthiness oppresses my mind. I am olren discouraged, 
fnd e^nnot bting myself tq be stedfast in faith, or joyful 
|h|rQu^h hope. 


f Afij * 1 , 93,; 




©lALrtCtTES. 


#14 


Jw. Ywu cannot brinf^ yourself, but GOD Almighty’s 
power, bv the grace of the go«.pe1, can bring to pass these 
llesirable effects. Av.d bear what the pronhet says farther, 
tipon the charming topic which introducecl our discourisC,--« 
Wlienevcr the eloquent Isaiah undertakes to display a truth, 
lie gives it all t^c energy, ail the beauty, and every heigh¬ 
tening touch, which it is capable of receiving.—This hum- 
bl shoot, bpiinging from the stem of Jevse, shall rise to 
such a pitch ot elevation; that it simll he con<?|)Kuous far 
and iV'ar, and stand for an cns/i*n of 'hr ptoplc. It shall 
be srcn, not like a beacon on the top of a hill, bvthc liiac- 
Utts oiib, or the natives of a single teiritory ; but like the 
great luminaries of lieaven, shall be visible in ev ry coun¬ 
try, and bv tlie whole inhabited w'orld.— 7h ii vliall the 
Ccntilrs wk i » ot only trom the remotest, but from the 
niost barb,trous and idolatrous tlimes. Ihese, even these 
pers ns, though savage in tluir nature, and detestable in 
ttieir manners, slwll be irct'lv admitted : shall find rest and 
p'rvshrreht under his shadow. Nay, the refreshment 
which he yields, and the comfort which they receive, shall 
be not seasorable only, but ot sovereign efficacy ; his vtst 
shall b<\iilurious » ; shall be attended with perlect security j 
ih di be proouLiive ot e'-ery good; and issue in everlasting 


y 
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i'rom this ive learn, that all the blessings of CHRISTS 
n eolation are designed tor Genlileu for the most abandon¬ 
ed and most abon.mahle simitrs.— That they are so full and 
consummate, as to r reate a calm of tranquility, a ^loriom 
rest even in the most troubled, afflicted, guilty consciences, 
A d 1 care . l.alli ngf my "1 heron’s misgiving mind, to sp^ 
city any viani vsliich i. not supplied, any gnevanee wh«h 
ib nfit recircs'scd, by tlie righteousness ot JhiaUb C/oKIM. 
J formerly encounicrcd jour obj<!Clionst let me now combat 
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ders me odious to myself; how much jtAore lothesome to 
the all-seems eye ?—It appears like a debt of ten thousand 
talents, and t have nothing, no, not any thing t-) play,-- 
Then I experience, what ti'e Ps'(hn\'t so pathetically la¬ 
ments ; tm/ ^ins havL taken sux h no''d upon mr^ that / 
not able to took up : yea^ they arc more m number than fkfi 
hairs of my head, and my heart is ready to fail; my hopes 
are upon the point to expire. 

Asp. rhen, ritcr )n, fly to that just and righteous ONE, 
who IS the stic'igth ot our heartbj the life ot oar hopes; 
and our portion lor ever. 

If sin is a soic hurd m ; look unto CHRIS T, who bore 
it all, in liis o^n bo Iv on the tree; and retn ived, entirely 
removed tliat iienieiidous load, which would otherwise 
have sunk the whole world into the nethermost hell.—If 
sin renders us fihhy ; let iis have recourse to tiut blood of 
^rinklmg, which deanscs, not from a tew stains only, but 
from all guilt. By which the m* defiled transgressors, 
become tair as the fairest wool j na\, whiter than the vir¬ 
gin snows*,—It sin is a debt f ; subj«iimg us to wrath, 
and binding us ovey to punishment, kt . onfidc in that 
gracious SURE IY, who has ta’.ui the <k ot upon himself, 
and made it ail his oaii. And not only jo but has paid it; 
paid it to the ultermoi,! (a-tliing , lo tiie \;-iy last mite.— 
Jilo that justice itself can d'.m.md no moi<’. 

“ Let me confirm and illustrate this co moitiblc truth, by 
a scriptural similitude. N > si .lihtudc, j' • more exact,and 
none so »triking. I have ( ot on, by ' o ir pemlcntial ex¬ 
ercises; but I, b) my tiec griice hav^.) b <>(ud out as a 7hick 
cloud your trans<^ression<ii and cn a do id your suti A 
IJjtpie while ago, the wdiole expanse ut \Oiiajr sky wa, co- 
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’ f ®|rtfeefol^ire6imag«, ’ wil/' ‘i aiv' clell'ucllvc m»* 

§ ol ip; to^nthfr wuh Sbe Ifci gf,nv and mvsl ia>lc v ji n ol ihf f<»rgi\i*'ieU, wfau 'i 
taisr JlUklJS. ateipMijsbv wImIc t anlgrcfliiMi, .it an luljppoiub.e Itiad, ii 
»wl*ys whok rm, as bong mol, abamutaMe fi’th, uc.^\cfed; u»la whom 
Hdulf; rumou# ol all debu, 
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'ered with clouds. Nothing could more strongly represent 
L multitude of corrUfUions besieging the heart, and a mul- 
itude of iniquities oversprea<ling the life.—But where is, 
low, that immense arrangement ot gloomy vapours? The 
mn has shone them, a-'d the wind has swept them, clean 
away. I'here are none, neither great norsnnihremaining. 
Fiom one end of the wide extended Ik mi pbere to the 
other, we sec u()th»ng but thcclen .1 id b'mii I blue of 
the firmament. So, faith the SlMRl I * <1 R>, to the 
sinner that believes, so totally is vour gudt, li '\u » r horrid 
and enormous, done aw^ay through the dvi ig .R.’sUS, 

77ier. It is not possible to conceive, nor vmII toe whole 
creation afiord, a more exquisitely fine c)’',)aiIon. N> 
tlung can so cmj) .atically destrlbe tiie nio.it prodigious 
multitude, entirely ohiitsrited, without the least trace of 
their former existence.—When a stain R taken frun our 
garments, the defieuauti^ removed, but the fine nltive 
glos^ never retufhsj. W'ten a wound is healed in our tiesh, 
tlic gash IS closed up, but some blemish or 3car always re* 
mams. Whtreas, w* oi a doud is brusliod away from the 
skv, not only toe h! )t disappears, but the dedicate 

expanse, the “ in 11 > sq 11 . re,” is glossy and brilliant at 
ever * .-Bat I ,un iiov oti.y di Tjjeabie with past iniquities; 
1 am also li le d.ulv moceti' »ges. 1 relapse into sin ; 
and when 1 \^oaid do good, evil is presold with me.—Nay; 
my bcdhouis me n. t nee ti.nn s ntul infirmities, nor mjr 
best duties trom simm impm itiooo. Which, like a worn| 
at the core ot tlu lij.i,(at a.vay tne vigour, and tarnish 
the beaut) ot m) suvicca. 

yisp. Bctauoc through tlie frailty of your mortal nature, 
you cannot alvvuvs> stu.d upright; because even th^just 
man talieth dail/, and daily coniractetli defilement; tbere* 
fore a fi^untam is opened tor sin and fiir uncfeaniiess f* — 
The blood and atonement ot CHRIST are compared to a 


* Thtr* feemi to b« on rxoaneli and a dthtaev»« thf propHtt’s conpat.ftw, 
tber ahcTOn nor Alpaiio luv« uujerved. llik' giadation 1 raea v, the pniJ «wi|* 

fuiublo gldaiion, m ih* tauleot vholc words, Nub«i, Nubecuiaj uk *tMdt 
aa athm tUud. 
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heavenly fountain. In which polluted sinpers may wash 
daily, wash hourly; and be constantly, perfectly clean.—A 
cistern may fail; may be broken or exhausted. But it i$ 
the property of a real fountain, never to be dri'M uo, al¬ 
ways to yield i.s w.'ters. Such is the efficacy of CHRIST’S 
death! not to be oiiiiinished by universal and bv incessant 
use. It ren ovts tlie iniqnily of the land *. It takes away 
the sin ot tlie woild f. Ii is new, for our application, every 
morning ; new, for this l)lessed purpose, every moment.—► 
On which account, it makes complete p''ovision for our 
cleansing, our icstoration and our comfort.—Aboiiffiing 
our daily, hourly, momentary m.scarriages, as thoroughly, 
as these sun-beams overcome and dissipate the sliades of 
night.—Especially, as this b'ood is not only sovereign in its 
virtue, and always free tor our approach, but is ever plead¬ 
ed by a great HIGII-PRIEST in our behalf. Therefore, 
the inspired casuist directs u-. to this source of consolation, 
under all the upbraidings of conscience, and amidst all the 
remains of inbied depravity “ It anv man sin, we have an 
« advocate with the FATHER, JESUS CilRkST the 
righteous, and he is the propitiat on tor our sins J. 

We i St. John reckons hmiselt in the number of those 
frail offending creatures, who stand in need of CHRIS I', 
as a perpetual inten essor. Thi» is written, not ro encou¬ 
rage us in the tommi.>sion of sin , but that we may be less 
discouraged, under a scMise ot our innrinlties.—We have ; 

< not we possibly may, but wc actually have. A soul bur¬ 
dened 'Vith guilt, cannot be satisfied, cannot be cased, with 
a bare peihaps. It is therefoie possitively affirmed ; as a 
matter of established certainty ; of which we should not 
admit a doubt.—Wc have for our advocate, not a mean 
person, but HIM who received an illustrious testimony 
from the most excellent glory, this is my beloved SON §— 
Not a guil^ person, who stands in need of pardon for him* . 


* Z,ech. 
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seK, but JESUS CHRfSr, dWiir^W, the sunreme]v,thc‘ 
only righteous one.—Not a mere petitioner, who relies upon 
bberality or mercv; but who has merited, ullv merit d 
■whatever he asks, in behalf o*- his die ts. B<M"e (ht* nra*H- 
tiathn for our uin; h<\vi 'g i)aid our r.’nsom, ai d purchas¬ 
ed our peace.—in consequence of wh'uli, lie damis raihtr 
than asks our renewed, our irrevof able lorciu* ess--* 1 is 
he (laims, not from an unrelenting pidgc, b u from hi^ F V- 
TUER and our FATHER—And can siuh a pie; m et 
with a repuhse ? Can such an advorate irry in ' i> vuit? 

—If the prophets of old were u“'(kooed, the (hnnof of I\ra* 
el, and the horsemen theieot ^ ; bcciuse. li c thni doe stor 
Jacob thev had pov\er with GOD,and prevailed in pr.i cr: 

O ! what a dc'ence, what a security, is th' '•ubi' ■'<. 1 ex¬ 
cellent, and ever pres ailing intercession of JEsUS Cl 1I»IS I ! 

“ Your H'rvues, \ou tonifilain, are tarnished and defec- 
“ tive.”'—Then, mv deir Irien i, renounce them in point of 
confidence ; ancT'gladh rective, ronliallv all- 

perfect riihteousness of your LORD.— 
noffiins* ne^'feef. Your own conformity 
nc vt r fit you for he \\ en, nc ver gflfe t 

Hither if we look hir any of thesig dteilrable S 'Y® 

are like those tnvelicrs, who look for the fruits W 

the desarts of Aribia. Bat our LORD JESUS 
b\ one oblation, has pcnected for ever, theitl 
tilled. 

By the oblation of hinT-elf. which was']|lrapdi 
ably great, and <»f infi’utc etfiiacy ; being enno 
the glories of theGOnHE\D.—On which 
needed no repetition j it was incapable of any 
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Ihii pi sverbu! faymg^li ukci bv thf Iwd 

in thole ages, the 1)^ 

Of nrwiites vsejpe «atircly 

to hoiln; anti<^\t«t)cv«r oU' 

Valryl^w|||f held. But, lo irtn| a* they 
Vrantrd arm of f'rfh lofty Iwti tiitliivl 

and chtrieU «f iron, m tbc feivmt, 






tioTi, i it is ail*sufficient, though but one.^^V'this immense¬ 
ly efficatious sacrifice he hath perfected^ Wat are we to 
understand by this expression ? The epistle to Ihe Cohs^iam 
informs us. Ha hath rendered them bnblameable and titi- 
reproveablc in his sight To be tree from blame without 
any cause of just reproof; chargeable with no failure ; is 
pot this a state of perfection ?—And this, not merely be¬ 
fore a human or angelic scrutiny^, but hi hU sight j before 
that most ])nre eye, adiich cannot behold iniquity.-—This 
perfection, clTccted by our REDEEMER'S satisfaction, h 
not barely for a day, or a season ;it knows no intermission 
it continues for ever. Not like the green hue, which ver 
rial suns have imparted to those herbs and plants ; but likt 
the blue lustre, which the Almighty fiat gave to yonder ex 
pansc of the sklc.s. 

Tlier. What mcaneth the foilowi'^g expression ? Mc- 
thinks^.iJJl^^amps my hopes. If I should not be in the 
!|un^|lwlhe sanctified, this text speaks no comfort to 

-' ' snys rm eminent critic, 

witit the evangelical sanciifi- 


>ig;ni|i||hwse wwi'^ifp^ftpiaied wun the evangelical sancim- 
'cMistsHda the holiness, ih: obedience, the 

imj'.uicd tolliem, and received by faith. 
tiSesy ^are cieausod irom all thr-ir fithincss,andcon- 
in the p'l'i • mcc or OOD.—It is pretty 
, 4v|&|||t^sjP''Aposllo cannot intend the righteousness of 
Inherent huhncs^; '.>ac.t..e that is always iinper- 

■ lii'* language of despon- 

i>h tin/ servant. ^ And as- 
tf toy sigut, and in thi^re- 

betbre HIM ^0 dwel- 
I'a^c w(^rk, suderings, 

d an 

aganiciyij^yverg reformed 
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and well adjusted ; symmetry connected every , part, and 
•beauty sipiled t^iroughout the whole.—Like the /or/wer Our 
Virtues appeatf^''' whi^n compared with the immaculate purity 
of GOD, or the Sublime perfection ' of his law, But they 
acquire the ajniaf^leness of the latfery when presented to the 
FAITIER^^ by our divine MEDIATOR; when recom¬ 
mended by his most previous oblation ; and accepted in 
the BELOVEDS 

MHton^ taking his hint from the revelruion of St. John, 
represents our great HlGH-PRiES’l', i.u tliis glorious and 
delightful attitude. Represents him, offering up the sup- 
' pIica,tions and penitential, duties of our first ]>arents ; puri¬ 
fying them with the incense of his own merits; and thus in¬ 
terceding before the throne. 

S?e, FATHER ! whnt firft fruits fprntHi 

From thy implanted grace in mandSP^c fighs, 

And prayers,,which in tliis goldett' Confer mi^,' 

With incen^, t tliy PRIEST before thee bring. 

. . — Now thcreTorc bend tliinc ear 

To fuppUcilion ! hfdr his fighs though mute 1 
Unfkilfulwith what woi U to pray, let "MB 
Interpret for hivn ; ME his advocate 
And propitiation. Ail Irs woihs on . 

' Good, or not good, ingraft : MY merit'Aipl^ 

J,' Shall pcrfefl; and for thefe MY death fllfU pay "i^. 

; Xhc Poet’s words are very einphatipal, Yet words caq 
immore express the prevalence of djir LORD’s negocia- 
‘^^. than the picture ot the sun can diffuse its spljiidor, or 


• ^ I I ' e ( i" ■ ^ ' 

* tfyrfnw, and ptrformanres of frail men, fhallcanrie up ■with accepMnc««>R 
LOflii. liai. lx. 7. Which i$expls|io«fd by St PeiO'i commeut, 

Ijijtoftod. to '’her up (piritifal lacnlice*, acceptawlc wnto <50 i) hy J t'S’DS 
And Itili farther afcertainad by St eaul’j p'afiiu-. Wlvi^ wlitr* ■ 
of hearan witii any p«titu>u, or projcius the tnbuts 
46either the one of the other, but on the appointed altar, or iti tfie fdaflJ’d 
6«me. Bccaufc, lecluded from this grand recomJPentJaUop, thej- would 
t,awful JIHOVAH, “aslmokc in hia nollrila aocdm,pa«!«a , 

B, d«i the fwectfmcllingincenle.” .* 


i Mij-ton. BooUXiUh'ft, 
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car*® iHeir 
a sense”of;'.our,., poverty, and nav^»;a great 
ffimT ovcfv the ■'house'' of GOD, cohic" WJy to yhei 
fc'one may apply, tliroughthe fehleousri^sS; 

^lESE^ C|l3|l?r.for all needful succour ijMor every 
a4rable bl(®,^ttS>.l..mon could say ; 

Hjte'r David llhuble. It Moses could -py.; LORD, ■ 

reinembe#ibr»f|,|J>aac, and Jacob thy servants.^ 
much more cobfctly may tve say ; “ LORD. 


be sent empty away, who have their 
« dience and death to plead?”—No verily. Iho^M^y 
are altogether unworthy in then.selves, yet worthg^l^ 
B”that w as slaini for' whose sake their pa^t* 

' ibe granted, and their every necessity supplic^ 

Let me repeat to yod a.-foost beautdul 
,4ort|dh of sen Whihh you may 1^*' 

'Blanche put into ^ 

you liberty, to 

to enter 
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endowments, not on any recommending sidtions of our own, 
\biTt purely, solely, entirely on the blood of J]£SUS 
CHRIST. 

f*' I'her. I'here mav come seasons of desertion, when all 
graces are languid if not lead : when the light of GOD’s 
; countenance if. svis;)‘?n<led, if n-'t turned into darkness: 

' and’the i . m<'rc like a lifeless, log, than a zealous 
Christian. "I hc * ot mind I have heard mentioned, 

and I becin to i moa s .nvothing uf them by expeiience. 

Asp. 'I'lien lliotoii, 'A nen you walk in darkness,and see 
no light ot s('nsi!j!t' comf >'t, toist m the name, the un¬ 
changeable gr.ice, of t-ic LORO ; and stay upon the righ¬ 
teousness, the consunniritc righteousness, of your GOO*. 

'i his, you see, i . nor barely iny advice, but the direction of 
an iulallihle guide —i'tiis agrees also with the character of 
a real Christian, as it is most exactly drawm by. ait j^errir.g^ 
pen. We rejoice in CHRIST JESU% an%h3V;^';;jh#‘C<*^ 
dence in the flesh fi no^lknce on"any||t'f^g<tTi^«.^pwn, 
either for present joy, or futufG glory. • has 

done, is that hich quiets ouf -consciences, abd chears Qur 
|.^(^arts. . it the ^brious robi^ of his righteousne^, which 
• ^jpvers puri|W$i and.adorns our persons ^ which 

betbre GOD, himself; 

*tnd'fftvjeili'i'fUrtfi ap unalienable title to the bfl^sedne^:,;^ 

^tir spirits, or the Icnlai^ei-,,, 
, like building our house upopj^i^/ 

'■ WhttwMay '"'i|pd.^ for a s^son y but, ppop 
l^lerafton of weather. Ceases tq^^’be a foundation, £in<^k1|fe|i: 
yk^atcr that runneth'apace'V Whereas, to derive 

from the rigiHeousnca^b';|pi|., 

Irt Q\xX ecJlilCe upon 


^ but stanideth jp|| 
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ever. The fonner of these, c/eii ainidlj.t all our chanj^es, it 
invariably the same. The latteTj notwithstaothns^ all our 
unworthinfss, is inviolablv sure., Th.*refare, the Iniit of 
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feel this 


“ or tJiat holy emotion in our breasts: not beouj'.e we 
“ comscious of any diHerence, between ourselves and the 
“ most flagitious of mankind. But because JESUS is i.ie 
CHRIS r, has {uiniied all righteousness i;i oar stead. 
We may not always be fervent in spirit. We may not 
alwaj^s be free from vile aflecjions. But his merit and , 
atonement are aiwavs mighty to save. They constitute 
“ an everlasting and infinite basis for'oqr justification. Tile 
“ promiscb «d' CiOD, t’nrough his mediation, are yea, ati'd 
a.uenj; aro u-ui ie,ti<;n'ihiy and irrevocably pursare, 

“ amidst al! ci:xnm^tanc''Sj end under |he deepest deserti* 
on, v ; 

’'ids verv prob::b!t% I may meet with alBict'tpns; 
^''■^death in my umilv', or diss^.iS': in my.,person. Disappoint-i • 
y truiir-tc luy viesigns. Brovid. occ may wear,i|,i- 
pr,ffling asnu.'t ; as i.iojgh the LORD did i-ontroverir'' 
i:|iii»ful creature^ and was caasuig .’.irn to posac*s.t 
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iniquities of his vouth. And wlv.t will be surficieat to 
' suDuort and to d^ar, in such a sjioomv hour * ? 

/i 5 “/). The righteousness of CHRIST.-—An Ambassador 
from the Spanish court was once extdh ij? .ua oo^'l^uv.is 

rate the magnificence and gioiv of ]fis sovereign. He set 
about proving his superiority to all other munarchs, ov run- 
ning over a long caralogne ot countries, provinces a-d 
s^ates subject to^his dominion. An envoy from die creudi 
King being present, replied to each of these pedv titl- s, 
Frarice ' rVance ' never varying his answer, but still repeat¬ 
ing the word hrancc. Thereby representing this one 
monarchv, as more tnan equivalent to all those mcoosider- 
able nrineipalities.-With unsoeakablv greater propriety 
may I constantly reiterate, the righteousness! the rignteous- 
r.ess! the ii.eoraprei ensibly glorious righteousness orjh- 
SI S CHRIS 1! as a most sati^tactory answer to all com¬ 
plaints ; as a most solid support under all troubles ; and as 

more than equal to all our wants. 

Nothing is so sovereign, to calm our fears, and remove 
all aopreliensions of the divine wrath ; apprehensions oj 
the divine wrath, would draw the curtains ot norr,>r around 
our sick beds, and throw upon our languishing e>e iids tne 
shadow of death t. But a believing improvement of the 
j^puted righteousness clears up the mournlul scene, and 

takes away the stibg of tribulation. , _ 

Af«A'd>ng t" thilgreat propitiation, tlie sufferer see Ins 
sinf ''"<n*AoD rea.ncilcd. irom wnence 1^, 

concludes, that the severest afflictions are only fat. 
rections; -i,all not exceed his abihtv ^ > “ 

; : I, oS cheating Vd. I vvill be v ithh.™ .^ 

.‘'and expect the accompHdimem ot that 
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which, 1 believe, «o perfor 
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Ip- ht/T ol- 


> snmc 


f romi'se, I will deliver hitfi, and bring him to honor 
'h«Sd #uppotti have ehablcd the shinlsj, to kin*? the lod, arn} 
bless the hand* which chastised thern. To possess their 
souls, not in patience on*/-, but in thankruIro''S aKo. \\ idle 
they have hohid uud dbccuu?! Itn need 

ot these bitter but sahitaiy medicirc ^: have / '} fd rp:tm'd, 
and beheld the evp in a most \\t' \ t i ’ci PHYSICI¬ 
AN’S hjind: have looked j( ”i< ’ v il to 

that better woiId ; where (PM) v/i ' ■ . ^ ^ ^'i t ars 

laom their eye'?, and theie Mi.t" b3 i * i a u , , vicr a.iv 
more pain. 

Thtr, 'ihe last occas'on of n: v. I i’ • . ip ht/T ot 

death, and the tremenfi ais d'^v ri ‘ -b < -if. ii this 
righteousness carry »is, with saleu, t*iJou.,u » e > snmc 
valley; and preseut us, v/ith acceptance* at the drcadtaltri' 
bunal ? 

Asp. It willj*4t will.—^I'hij bilenre, ntl the curses of the 
law, add disarms death of every terror. To believe in this 
righteousness, is to ?neet dfath at our SAVIOUK’s side : 
or, rather, like good old Simeon, witli the SAVIOUR iit 
our afms.—'i hey overcame, ^.lys the beloved disctple > they 
overcame the last encinv, } t bv natural fortitude, or pbilo- 
sophtc resolution, but bv the blood of the LAMUf* By 
that grand price ot ledoinplion, v'hich cost the REDEEM¬ 
ER every dtnp ot hi I io'-d: vvh'ch delivers sinners frottr 
the wrath to co '>e, < ucl cm ii* them to the inc(tr;uptib!e 
inheritance. 

I know, adds the heroic ApoMlo, whe m J inve believ¬ 
ed J; I am asiuicd, lluit my JESUS n I uUcly failbfub 
and will not descut nu:; that is r^msoni ,*!''so]utely sullied- 
ent, and cannot deceive me. IhCrtdore, wiSi a holy btft'* 
tery, Ik! bids defiance to death tOr Rlber, triuirphs Overit# 
as a vauquUbed enemy ; thanks be to GOD who givetb US 
the Itetory through our LORD JLSLS CHRlST§!-<w 
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What ? Thouch our h«i^::: ;scc corraptmn^^^JJott|H 
body ’Vile at present, b<i'ma^|;'V-ikTStlil,:4|'#^ 

^L::Li luMerin, in 

,«,usnes*, wl.o is the 

off the dishonors of the gravet. It 

.llustrious state nf existence: it shall be ^|ke 

nous and immortal body of our tnumphan ^D. , « >= 

hthclv be so refined, so exalted; what will po lyp^ 

wbja the perfection, oi the soul! or 

dv both when the* arc happily and indissolaMy «mt«d, at 
’_ Ai ;,.st?i-S!iall they bate any thin.t f > 
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C^m« ihfn„ mf tJw Th«ron, let henpcforth be as 
brwehe^, ingfafte4 ifJV) the hcf^ycnly VINE j derive all our 
«fap, aU ouf tijoi^ure, all our cousoiatiou, from hhfulncss.-^ 
Let live upon our aM <5ufHtient REDEEMER, as the 
Hraclitrs i^iubsistcil on tb'ir "lanna ti "inn heaven, and their 
^\!aters fr >m th^ rocb; and not wish for other, a> we cannot 
possibly <-]joy bftt'^r sustenance. 

Thr* Is thh the meaning; ot on lA^RD’s exhortation, 
when be shews the necessity of c inj ih, ile^h, aid dilnk- 
ing his blood ? 

/fr/i. ’1 is vfv samo. A lopeated ard in ’ mt rp- 
plication <h otr S lOUR’s m^iis ior a!l the piirj'*oses ( ; 
piety and solvation, is t^e keincl ot this nut, th ‘ nioaoin::^ 
of this tnotuphor.—When wc hd'ituahv advert to JKSUS 
CHRIST, as dyitic; fo* oer sins, and rismg again ior our 
justihcation j peitorming all righteousness, that we may be 
tntitled to an etgLfnal crovvn ; and interceding in heaven* 
that wc Tcav be filled with all the fulness of GOD; then 
wc cat his fledi, and (’rink his blood,—When we habitually 
advert to JEbUS CTRIST, as cntirclj aboliijhing all our 
guilt; making us wh.i-cr than snow, by his most precious 
blood; and* through his t*ausrcndcntly noble obcdlonce, 
presenting us c ih’ imoabk bcfoie GOD, Then we derive 
a life of solid (0 1 b id i cal godliness, from hia media¬ 
torial offices, )U i .!> V c tl(,iiv the continuance of our na* 
turdl life, from tlw c.c iv me ot alimentary reeruits. 

7%cr. Your ourbj.ngs o my remembrance that 
magnificent and be.’”itirul p.issage in scripture, where 
CHRIST is called 'Hr: Sun or Rich irorsNCSs, Y'pur 
doctrine sets tiae compauson in a very advantageous Hg^t j 
gives it the utmost force, and the greatest propriety.—The 
righteousness of CHRIST* occord'bg to your account* km 
esttensively useful in the Christian life, as the beams of Ibat 
luminary arc in the material world.—'The sun fills the 
air} where it sheds the light, and pottrs the day*—The sipt 
penetrate* the ocean ; from whence it ta{jours*|ind 

forms the clouds,—In the vegetable dwtion, the ^dn rHtsf# 
the sap, and protrude* the j „unlo}d« m leaves^^ 1^4 
paints the blossom J diaf^nds thh It##. ^bncocrl thi? 
uices,—Turn wc to the \ ™ fi|ht 
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to every eye» nni awakens myriads of insects into betn^^.-- 
It diffuse* those reviving rays, m winch all nature basks ar^d 
dispenses that general smile, in which every sensible crea¬ 
ture exults. Indeed, its benign agency is universal. There 
is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

Jsp. Thus the I.ORD JEbUS CIIRlSl', that true and 
only sun of righteousne'^s, arises on his people with healing 
in his winas*. So vanous, so efScaciOUs, and so extensive 
arc his I'lfiuenres L've a ^un, he enitghlem and enlivens: 
like win’', h' f’lLid .lid protects*: like a remedy, he 
b-als and ust^r, “s An ’ ail, by virtue of his ughleousness, 
onacc'iiitit Ills Tig' “oasneas *—Nor tan vve doubt, nor 
n^ed wc (/inlcr, i» c snaUtr it. nature and its author. 
Itjnalu't, UH ^upiemei) e\ctlltnt, has every kind, and 
every Jegice of perfection. Its author; it is the righteous* 
ness and obedience of that subiin.e j^ERSON, in Wiiotn 
dwells all the fulness of the GODilKAD. 

It must therefore—you will permit me to sum up in a 
Word, what has been displayed at large—it must be lullv 
answerable to the demands of the law, even in its highest 
purity, and utmost exactness —It is infinitclv superior to the 
demerit of sin, and entirely abs dves from a*! guilt, entirely 
exempts from all condemn ni m—U n a rrost valid and 
never-failing plea, against t e c . n o satan, and the 

rhalkngesof conscience - U «. t >’ i -'u undoubted ti¬ 
tle to e\ cry blessing, wh U \i Ml eternity, whe- 
tlu: of grace or of g’K/. -h . ^ rc support "for the 
Christian, in an l.oui of i, a.id in the agonies of 

death. Casting . acl’or on this bottom, he ni ly disimssevc- 
ly fear, a id lidc out c^cry storm, L^’anirg upon this staff, 
k'may go down to the iap(..se cf lb: giavc ; and netther 
l3e appalie I at the frok.un hatbingtis ol clii 5 *x>lution, nor ter* 
lidcd at It-, fai more awful conseq..c ica*.—nThe merit “of 
this rightcousnesi, and the power ot its DlViNE. 
fHOR, will unseal the tortjbj will bring forth the sleep¬ 
ing dust from the chambers of putrefaction | and bdld up 
the w!jo!« man into Immorrafity and glory. By this he will 
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be presented without spot * ; presented faultless f ; yea, be 
j)rcsentcd perfect J, and with exceeding joy, before the 
”^thronc. 

What a gift then is the righteousness of CHRIST!—“ O 
“ my sou!, what wouldst thou wish, for thy consolation and 
“ joy ? What wouldst thou wish, to be the stability of thy 
“ hope, and the strength of thy salvation ?—Wouldst thou 
^ have that, w-hich is greater than tlic whole world, and all 
“ its grandeur, and all its treasure? Thou hast it in christ, 
“ Wouldst thou have that, which is greater than the hea- 
‘‘ ven of heavens, and all its starry host, and all its angelic 
‘^inhabitants? Thou hast it in Cl IRISd'.—Wouldst thou 
have that, which is abundantly greater, incomparably 
‘‘ greater, immensely greater than all ? Thou hast it in 
“ CHRIST.—AVouldst thou have that, which is great as 
“ the inexorabTe justice of GOD can demand j great as 
“ the unsearchable wisdom of GOD can devise ? Thou 
“ hast it in CHRIST.—Wouldst thou have that, which is 
“ great, and excellent, and glorious, 'as the perfections of 
“ the almighty and eternal GOD ? Thou hast it in the he- 
“ lines®, the righteousness, and the blood of CHRIST—in 
“ the immaculate holiness of his nature—in the consum- 
mate righteousness of his life—and the infinitely precious 
“ blood of his cross.'— Surely, then, thou hast to say, with 
“ the holy Apostle j blessed be GOD for this UNSPEAK- 
f ABLE GIFT." 


* Sph. V. 87. + *4, t C*l. i. aS. 







